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EXTERNAL  CHARACTERS  OF  POULTRY,  AND 
THEIR  VALUES 

(Continued  from  February  Issue) 

Head  Characters 

FOWLS  dili'er  as  much  in  size,  shape,  and  expression 
of  the  head  as  in  size  and  shape  of  body  and  color 
of  plumage.  Marked  differences  in  head  types 
may  be  found  in  the  same  variety,  and  even  in  birds  of 
the  same  Btrain  or  stock.  We  are  so  accustomed  to  con- 
sider the  head  as  a  mere  base  for  its  appurtenances, 
beak,  comb,  earlobes,  wattles,  crest,  beard,  that  it  is 
only  in  a  very  few  breeds  that  size  and  shape  of  the 
head  proper  are  given  particular  consideration.  The 
head  least  adorned  with  superfluities  in  flesh  and  feath- 
ers is  the  most  expressive  of  quality,  for  in  it  the  cor- 
relation with  the  other  parts  of  the  fowl  is  discernible, 
while  a  head  profusely  ornamented  does  not  show 
for  what  it  is.  Undoubtedly  the  character  is  there, 
but  the  appendages  are  so  much  more  prominent 
that  it  is  not  readily  observed. 

This  lack  of  discernment  of  the  character  of  the 
head  proper  is  not,  however,  a  serious  matter.  For 
as  the  head  expresses  with  reasonable  accuracy  the 
character  of  some  points  of  structure  of  body  and  of 
constitution,  its  appendages  generally  partake  of  the 
character  of  head  and  body,  and  by  their  greater 
conspicuousness  show  them  even  more  unmistakably 
to  those  versed  in  their  meanings.  The  comb,  the 
wattles,  the  earlobes,  the  face,  the  beak,  the  eyes,  all 
tell  the  shrewd  observer  something  worth  while  for 
him  to  know.  I  would  not  be  too  positive  in  mak- 
ing a  statement  of  this  kind,  but  I  think  that  though 
they  may  not  always  realize  it,  most  critical  judges  of 
a  fowl  by  external  appearances  are  more  influenced 
by  the  character  of  the  head  of  the  fowl  than  by 
the  shape  of  the  body,  that  the  expression  and  im- 
pression on  their  eye  of  the  head  of  the  bird  has  an 
influence  on  their  judgment  of  it,  as  a  whole,  which 
is  not  often  changed  as  they  pass  the  other  sections 
in  detail.  To  the  average  poultryman  of  tolerably 
keen  perceptions,  crests  and  beards  have  less  meaning 
as  expressing  the  general  character  of  the  fowl,  but 
to  the  breeder  of  crested  and  bearded  fowls  who  has 
studied  them  closely  they  mean  much.  Indeed,  it  is 
in  perception  and  appreciation  of  the  correlation  of 
the  parts  and  qualities  of  fowls  with  details  which 
ordinarily  escape  notice  that  the  skilful  breeder  has 
his  greatest  advantage  over  others. 

I  do  not  think  it  can  be  shown  that  the  size  of  combs, 
wattles,  earlobes,  crests,  and  beards  has  any  special 
relation  to  any  practical  quality.    Large  combs  are 
sometimes  said  to  indicate  laying  capacity,  but  I  have 
not  found  it  so  in  individuals,  nor  will  a  comparison  of 
breeds  differing  in  size  of  comb  substantiate  this  idea. 

The  shape  of  the  comb  we  must  consider  in  two  ways: 
First,  as  to  the  kind  —  single,  rose,  pea,  leaf.  It  is  often 
said  that  rose  and  pea  combed  fowls  stand  cold  better 
than  Ihose  with  single  combs.  That  is  but  a  half  truth. 
It  depends  as  much  on  the  size  as  on  the  ehape  of  the 
comb,  and  we  have  to  consider  also  the  development  of 
the  wattles,  with  relation  to  susceptibility  to  cold  and 
frost.  A  very  large  fleshy  rose  comb  that  has  no  spike, 
is  lumpy,  and  only  a  "rose  comb"  because  it  is  not  any- 
thing else,  is  often  associated  with  very  long,  pendulous 
wattles,  which  freeze  as  quickly  as  the  wattles  of  a  large 
ingle  combed  fowl,    A  rose  comb  of  the  type  generally 


preferred  in  Wyandotte  is  usually  associated  with  a 
medium  sized  wattle  not  readily  affected  by  cold.  A 
single  combed  fowl  having  wattles  of  the  same  size  gen- 
erally has  a  comb  low  enough  not  to  be  affected  by  frost 
at  any  temperature  that  would  not  affect  the  wattles. 
We  must  count  size  of  comb,  then,  as  a  point  indicating 
in  a  general  way  the  capacity  of  a  breed  of  fowls  to 
resist  cold. 

When  it  comes  to  the  matter  of  individual  resistance 
to  cold,  the  comb,  unless  quite  inconspicuous,  becomes 
a  very  accurate  indicator.  Observe  your  fowls  on  any 
raw  cold  day,  and  see  how  some  combs  are  bright  as 
usual,  others  slightly  discolored,  and  others  quite  blue 
or  purple.  The  discoloration  of  some  combs  may  indi- 
cate only  constitutional  susceptibility  to  cold,  or  it  may 


Queen  Katherine,  3d 

A  Winning  Boston  Pullet,  1916 

mean  that  the  fowl  is  at  the  time  out  of  condition  and 
therefore  unusually  susceptible  to  climatic  influences. 

The  texture  of  the  comb  is  also  a  point  of  importance. 
The  fancier  prizes  tine  texture  in  the  comb  for  itself;  the 
poultry  grower  because  he  considers  it  an  indication  of 
fineness  of  fiber  in  the  meat  of  the  fowl.  The  carriage 
of  the  comb  in  single  combed  fowls  conveys  impressions 
which  probably  are  misleading,  though  I  would  not  care 
to  dogmatize  on  this  point.  A  comb  that  is  erect  and 
smooth  looks  strong  and  gives  the  fowl  an  appearance 
of  strength.  A  comb  that  bulges,  bends,  lops,  or 
wrinkles  suggests  weakness,  just  as  any  lack  of  sym- 
metry does,  but  I  doubt  whether  any  ration  dependent 
upon  such  variations  could  be  established. 

Considering  the  shape  of  the  comb  and  wattles  as 
compared  with  others  of  the  same  kind:    It  is  found 


that  there  is  a  type  of  unsymmetrical  comb  quite  com- 
mon in  all  fowls,  and  especially  conspicuous  in  single 
combed  fowls,  which  gives  an  expression  in  the  fowl 
corresponding  to  that  made  by  a  human  profile  with 
retreating  forehead  and  chin.  With  such  a  comb  is 
usually  associated  a  rather  long  narrow  head  and  a  bill 
that  without  being  abnormally  long,  and  giving  the  fowl 
a  "  peaked  "  look,  yet  conveys  an  impression  of  lack  of 
force  and  stamina.  It  is  commonly  held  that  such  fowls 
are  lacking  in  sexual  vigor.  I  think  this  opinion  re- 
quires modification.  My  observation  of  such  fowls  sug- 
gests that  the  reproductive  faculties  are  as  active  in  them 
as  in  others,  but  that  their  operation  tends  to  exhaust 
the  vitality  of  the  fowl  more  rapidly,  that  it  is  a  lack  of 
general  stamina  rather  than  of  sexual  capacity.  The 
precise  understanding  of  it,  however,  is  not  a  matter 
worth  quarreling  over.  It  is  a  quite  well  assumed 
fact  that  such  birds  are  not  desirable  breeders,  and 
the  hens  not  likely  to  be  as  persistent  layers  as  those 
more  symmetrical  in  these  points. 

To  the  shape  of  the  bill  fanciers  attach  consider- 
able importance.  In  nearly  all  breeds  a  strong, 
sometimes  stout,  well  curved  or  moderately  curved 
bill  is  required.  Such  a  bill  looks  better  than  one 
that  falls  short  of  the  specifications.  Market  poultry- 
men  find  the  strong,  stout,  well  curved  bill  the  mark 
of  a  good  feeder.  Experimenters  in  special  fattening 
methods  say  birds  with  such  bills  are  much  better 
subjects  for  fattening. 

The  color  of  the  bill  is  a  point  of  importance  to 
the  fancier.  He  requires  a  bill  of  a  certain  color  in 
each  breed.  To  the  market  potiltrymen  the  color  of 
the  bill  is  of  importance  only  as  it  indicates  the  color 
of  the  skin.  The  bill  is  almost  invariably  of  the  color 
of  the  legs,  and  generally  the  skin  of  the  fowl  cor- 
responds both  as  to  kind  and  quality  of  color.  Thus 
in  bill  and  legs  one  may  judge  the  color  of  the  skin 
of  a  fowl  without  examining  under  the  feathers. 

To  the  color  and  expression  of  the  eye  breeders 
attach  great  importance  —  far  more  than  a  careful 
comparison  of  results  has  ever  showd  me.  It  is 
held  that  a  red  eye  indicates  vigor  and  vitality,  espe- 
cially sexual  vitality.  It  certainly  gives  an  impres- 
sion of  boldness  and  strength  to  a  bird,  but  I  ques- 
tion whether  this  impression  has  any  better  basis 
than  general  opinion.  We  in  this  country  also  think 
white  or  flesh  colored  bills  and  legs  make  a  fowl  look 
week  as  compared  with  one  in  which  bill  and  legs 
are  a  good  yellow,  but  the  facts  about  the  breeds  do 
not  substantiate  this  view. 

The  Wings  and  Tail 

The  size  and  shape  of  the  wings  of  a  fowl  would  natu- 
rally be  expected  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  development 
of  the  breast,  which  is  largely  the  development  of  the 
muscles  which  move  the  wings.  In  general  the  propor- 
tion is  probably  maintained.  This  we  may  conclude 
from  a  comparison  of  breeds.  How  closely  the  correla- 
tion of  size  of  wings  and  development  of  breast  is  main- 
tained in  individuals  Ijdo  not  think  has  ever  been  made 
the  subject  of  inquiry. 

We  look  usually  for  a  similar  degree  of  development 
in  the  feathers  of  the  wings  and  tail  of  the  fowl,  and 
such  probably  exists,  according  to  a  natural  law,  except 
where,  by  artificial  selection,  different  degrees  of  devel- 
opment have  been  brought  about.  With  general  simi- 
larity of  development  there  is  always  much  individual 
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variation.  This  probably  has  no  particular  meaning. 
Indeed,  if  one  were  to  attempt  to  make  the  supposed 
meanings  or  values  of  different  external  characters  har- 
monize with  each  other  he  soon  arrives  at  a  situation 
where  he  must  either  admit  that  some  things  he  felt 
very  sure  indicated  certain  qualities  are  really  imma- 
terial with  respect  to  those  qualities,  and  their  simulta- 
neous occurrence  merely  a  coincidence,  or  that  the  whole 
subject  is  so  complex  that  he  cannot  follow  it  in  detail. 
For  instance :  We  may  note  in  general  that  a  fowl  with 
large  tail  has  large  wings.  The  tail  of  the  male  birds  is 
a  sexual  character,  and  its  development  is  with  some 
reason  supposed  to  bear  some  relation  to  his  sexual  de- 
velopment. That  it  is  a  measure  of  such  development 
I  would  not  affirm,  though  it  is  well  known  that  males 
with  "hen  tails,"  the  Standard  type  in  Sebright  bant- 
ams are  likely  to  be  sterile  or  quite  so.  For  a  male  to 
be  well  furnished  with  distinctive  male  plumage,  neck, 
hackle,  saddle,  hangers,  and  tail  with  abundant  coverts 
is  generally  supposed  to  indicate  virility. 

There  is,  as  we  have  seen,  a  general  correlation  of  the 
size  of  the  wings  to  the  development  of  the  breast. 
Now,  unless  we  assume  that  there  is  no  correlation,  or 
no  meaning  in  correlation  of  the  stiff  or  main  tail  feath- 
ers with  the  soft  feathers  of  the  tail  which  cover  them, 
we  find,  reasoning  from  one  conclusion  to  another,  that 
a  well  developed  breast  is  an  indication  of  sexual  activ- 
ity. And  it  we  pursue  this  same  course  of  reasoning 
from  section  to  section  throughout,  I  think  we  will  finally 
resolve  the  whole  matter  into  the  simple  general  propo- 
sition that  the  fowl  that  is  best  developed  physically, 
that  is,  with  the  best  all  round  development,  should  be 
the  most  productive  fowl  and  the  most  reliable  breeder. 
Such  a  proposition  looks  very  reasonable,  but  every  ex- 
perienced poultryman  and  breeder  knows  that  though 
partly  true  it  is  true  with  so  many  modifications  and 
limitations  that  it  does  not  furnish  the  simple  rule  it 
would  if  absolutely  correct. 

The  carriage  of  wings  and  tail  we  do  not  readily  dis- 
sociate from  the  general  carriage  of  the  fowl,  for  its 
habits  with  regard  to  them  is  what  makes  fully  fifty  per 
cent  of  its  distinctive  carriage.  Fanciers  find  that  bad 
faults  in  carriage  of  these  parts,  whether  due  to  mal- 
formations or  to  laziness  and  general  lack  of  liveliness, 
are  very  persistent  in  the  progeny  of  fowls.  Xot  only 
so  but  they  are  distinctly  a  handicap  to  a  fowl  in  the 
exhibition  room,  and  also  contribute  to  an  unfavorable 
first  impression  which  makes  them  less  salable  than 
birds  that  are  full  of  life  and  style. 

Any  departure  from  the  usual  habit  of  carrying  tail 
and  wings  indicates  a  degree  of  exhaustion  or  perhaps 
the  presence  of  disease.  A  fowl  that  is  weak  and  debil- 
itated carries  its  wings  and  tail  as  if  they  were  burdens 
and  incumbrances,  dragging  it  down.  A  fowl  in  the 
full  vigor  of  health  carries  wings  and  tail  so  easily  and 
naturally  as  to  attract  no  special  attention  to  them  as 
parts  of  itself,  or  uses  them  so  handily  that  they  add  to 
the  impression  of  beauty,  strength,  and  gracefulness 
which  it  makes. 

The  Legs  and  Feet 

In  the  shank  and  foot  of  the  fowl  we  have  the  most 
reliable  external  sign  of  some  things  of  importance.  It 
is  the  only  part  of  the  frame  of  the  fowl  not  so  covered 
with  feathers  that  we  cannot  judge  by  sight  of  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  skeleton  or  framework  of  the  fowl. 
The  shank,  and  especially  the  clean,  unfeathered  shank, 
indicates  very  accurately  the  character  of  the  skeleton 
of  the  fowl.  If  it  is  fine,  with  small,  neat  joints,  that 
same  structure  will  be  found  throughout,  and  in  such  a 
fowl  there  will  appear  to  be  a  larger  proportion  of  edible 
meat  and  less  waste  in  bone,  tendons,  and  cartilage. 
The  common  belief  is  that  this  not  only  appears  to  be, 
but  is  actually  the  case.  Mr.  Brown,  in  the  chapter  of 
his  book  to  which  I  have  frequently  made  reference, 
quotes  M.  Abozine  as  stating  at  the  poultry  conference 
at  St.  Petersburg  some  years  ago,  that  "  on  examination 
of  the  skeletons  of  a  large  number  of  fowls  he  always 
found  that  the  relative  weight  of  the  dried  skeletons  to 
that  of  the  entire  living  bird  and  its  edible  parts  is  the 
same  for  all  breeds,  and  equivalent  to  six  per  cent." 
Mr.  Brown  quotes  this  statement  as  one  calling  for  fur- 
ther inquiry.  I  would  not  deny  it  in  the  fact  of  what 
purports  to  be  a  careful  report,  nor  would  I  indorse  it 
without  more  extended  investigation.  If  it  is  correct, 
there  is  no  variation  in  proportions  of  weight  of  skeleton 
to  flesh,  and  some  of  our  ideas  about  producing  table 
poultry  carrying  the  largest  possible  proportion  of  edible 
meat  seem  to  be  wrong. 

However,  this  theory,  though  it  may,  ifjproved,  con- 
tradict the  old  dictum  that  in  a  fine  boned  fowl  the 
skeleton  is  produced  at  less  cost,  does  not  necessarily  in- 
terfere with  the  idea^thatjfineness  of  bone  is^associated, 
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as  a  rule,  with  fineness  of  flesh.  This,  I  think,  is  the 
general  and  apparently  well  founded  belief  of  most  of 
those  who  handle  poultry.  Prof.  W.  R.  Graham,  in  a 
recent  lecture,  called  attention  to  the  texture  of  the  skin 
of  the  shank  of  a  fowl  as  always  indicating  the  texture 
and  quality  of  the  flesh,  as  well  as  of  the  skin  covered 
with  feathers.  This  point  I  had  noted  in  a  number  of 
cases,  but  not  enough  to  enable  me  to  be  as  positive  of 
its  general  truth  as  he  was.  Knowing  how  thoroughly 
he  has  gone  into  the  subject  of  table  poultry,  I  think 
his  subject  on  this  point  worth  acceptance. 

The  carriage  of  the  feet  and  legs  —  the  fowls  way  of 
standing  and  walking  — go  far  toward  the  making  of 
the  impression  it  presents.  To  some  extent  the  position 
of  the  legs  and  feet  are  dependent  upon  the  general 
structure  of  which  they  are  a  part,  yet  often  peculiarities 
in  regard  to  them  are  plainly  local,  and  in  their  contri- 
bution to  the  carriage  of  the  bird  they  express  its  spirit 
quite  as  faithfully  and  conspicuously  as  do  some  of  the 
superior  sections.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything 
indicated  in  the  legs  and  feet  of  a  fowl  that  cannot  be 
known  without  special  reference  to  them.  These  indi- 
cations of  structure  and  of  quality  of  flesh  are  discern- 
ible also  in  the  head  and  comb.  The  testimony  of  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  fowl  to  the  same  facts,  however,  is 
cumulative,  and  ought  to  make  the  requisite  impression 
on  the  person  seeking  for  evidence  of  quality,  or  lack 
of  it,  much  more  forcible  than  if  confined  to  a  single 
section.  Further,  all  do  not  value  the  same  sections 
alike,  and  evidence  of  a  fault  appearing  in  one  section 
might  make  little  impression  on  one  mind,  while  the 
evidence  of  the  same  fault  in  another  section  would 
make  a  very  strong  impression.  So,  also,  with  respect 
to  excellence.  Some  require  one  sign,  some  another, 
of  the  same  quality.  Whoever  depends  on  a  single 
point  is  apt  to  find  his  judgment  on  it  occasionally  lead- 
ing him  astray,  while  with  two  or  three  points  of  view, 
if  his  judgment  misses  on  one  he  is  likely  to  be  set  right 
on  another.  Thus  I  have  known  men  who  saw  in  a 
peaked  looking  beak  and  head  only  evidence  of  "fine- 
ness," but  when  they  looked  at  the  unsymmetrical, 
rough,  or  shriveled  looking  shanks  and  toes  of  the  same 
specimen,  saw  at  once  that  it  was  weakness. 
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The  condition  of  the  legs  is  generally  considered  a 
reliable  index  of  the  age  of  the  fowl,  but  it  is  as  often 
misleading.  To  mistake  the  legs  of  an  immature  fowl 
for  those  of  a  mature  fowl,  if  both  were  in  good  con- 
dition, would  be  quite  impossible  to  most  experienced 
poultrymen,  but  as  soon  as  the  legs  and  toes  begin  to 
be  out  of  condition,  either  because  of  external  con- 
ditions or  because  of  the  condition  of  the  fowl,  judg- 
ment by  them  becomes  all  guessing,  while  in  the  case  of 
mature  fowls  age  alone  may  make  little  difference  in  the 
appearance  of  the  leg  of  the  yearling  and  the  bird  of 
,   two,  three,  or  four  years. 

In  young  chickens  the  leg  and  foot  often  furnish  the 
first  indication  of  trouble.  Especially  is  this  the  case 
with  chickens  raised  artificially.  Improper  temperature 
and  lack  of  ventilation  soon  show  their  effects  on  the 
feet,  which  seem  to  wither  away,  while  the  chick  that 
finds  conditions  right  has  a  smooth  skinned,  well 
rounded,  sturdy  looking  pair  of  legs  under  it. 

Color,  Quantity,  and  Quality  of  Plumage 

The  color  of  a  fowl  in  no  way  influences  any  other 
quality,  though  color  defects  are  sometimes  (perhaps 
rightly)  held  to  indicate  a  degree  or  period  of  weakness 
Th  us  in  black  fowls,  if  a  feather  containing  some  white 
or  gray,  when  plucked,  is  replaced  by  a  solid  black 
feather,  the  presumption  is  that  the  first  feather  was  not 
perfect  because  of  some  lack  of  perfect  condition  in  the 
fowl.  But  it  would  be  hard  to  show  by  comparison  of 
black  fowls  that  those  with  a  trifle  of  white  in  the 
plumage  were  in  any  way,  except  in  this  variation  from 
Standard  color,  inferior  to  either  the  solid  black  birds  or 
to  those  which,  from  excess  of  coloring  pigment,  showed 
purple  bars  in  the  black.  The  actual  difference  is  too 
trifling  — even  if  it  does  exist  — to  have  an  influence 
marked  enough  to  be  noticeable. 

Superficially,  however,  and  considered  with  reference 
to  the  demand  for  certain  colors  and  markings  in  exhi- 
bition fowls,  and  with  reference  to  such  points  as  ease 
of  dressing  and  the  better  appearance  of  fowls  of  certain 
colors  when  dresesd,  color  is  of  great  importance.  With 
the  fancier  excellence  in  color  compensates  for  many 
serious  faults  in  other  matters,  and  a  fowl  remarkable 
for  color  will  sell  or  win,  regardless  of  other  faults, 
where  a  fowl  poor  in  color  would  not  be  considered  for 
its  other  merits.  It  is  the  fowl  of  this  character  which 
the  "utility"  poultry  keeper  should  buy  of  the  fancier 
—  a  cull  for  superficial  faults  in  no  way  affecting  any 
substantial  quality.  This  is  a  point  both  breeder  and 
buyer  should  keep  constantly  in  mind.  The  utility 
poultryman  wants  not  any  cull  from  the  fancier's  yard, 
but  the  birds  which  is  a  cull  from  the  fancier's  point  of 
vision,  and  at  the  same  time  not  a  cull  from  his  own. 

The  history  of  the  popularity  of  varieties  of  poultry 
indicates  that  even  those  who  do  not  breed  for  high  ex- 
cellence in  color  and  markings  are  not  long  satisfied 
with  fowls  that,  as  they  run  with  ordinary  selection  in 
breeding,  show  too  great  diversity  of  color.  This  ac- 
counts, in  part,  for  the  steadily  increasing  preference  for 
white  for  fowls  —  the  fact  that  the  white  fowl  is  at  any 
age  easy  to  dress  clean,  the  pin  feathers  not  being  full 
of  pigment  which,  if  it  exudes,  stains  the  carcass,  and 
if  it  remains  in  the  quill  disfigures  it. 

The  quantity  of  plumage,  profuse  or  scanty,  is  ad- 
vantageous or  otherwise,  according  to  conditions.  The 
Asiatic,  with  abundant  plumage,  will  stand  cold  ami 
exposure  better  than  any  other  fowl,  but  in  a  long  ex- 
perience with  Asiatics  I  have  found  that  in  extremely 
hot  periods  a  much  larger  proportion  of  adult  fowls  will 
die  simply  from  the  effects  of  heat  than  of  any  other  fowls. 

The  young  stock,  not  often  being  in  full  plumage  in 
summer,  is  not  often  so  affected.  Fowls  with  short  or 
scant  plumage  stand  hot  weather  best,  and  are  most  sus- 
ceptible to  cold  and  to  such  temperature  changes  as  are 
common  in  fowl,  winter,  and  spring.  There  seems  to 
be  a  close  connection  between  abundance  of  feathering 
and  foot  feathering.  Not  that  the  two  points  are  not 
separable,  but  in  general  in  a  feather-legged  breed  the 
volume  of  the  foot  feathering  is  in  proportion  to  the 
length  and  abundance  of  the  plumage  of  the  body.  It 
is  notable,  also,  that  an  excess  of  plumage  on  the  body 
and  feet  of  the  fowl  is  often,  (if  not  generally)  associated 
with  a  shortening  of  the  feathers  of  the  wings  and  tail, 
and  (whether  there  is  any  necessary  relation  of  these 
facts,  I.  do  not  know)  twisted  wing  feathers  and  wing 
feathers  narrow  almost  to  deformity,  are  far  more  com- 
mon in  heavily  feathered  fowls  than  in  those  in  which 
the  development  of  feathers  is  more  moderate. 

The  quality  of  the  plumage,  like  the  texture  of  the 
skin^of  the*  fowl,  is  an  index  of  its  physical  condition, 
andlvaries.with  it.:  This  is  a  point  to  which  little  atten- 
tionlis'given^by  any  class"  of  poultrymen. 
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Color  and  Texture  of  Skin 

Some  reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  texture 
of  the  skin  of  the  legs  in  relation  to  the  texture  of  the 
flesh.  The  fancier,  as  a  fancier  takes  no  specific  ac- 
count of  the  skin  of  the  fowljthat  is  covered  with  feath- 
ers, hut  if  the  skin  of  the  exposed  parts  —  the  head, 
legs,  and  feet— is  what  it  should  be,  the  skin  that  ia 
concealed  is  not  at  all  likely  to  be  wrong,  for  there  is  a 
natural  correlation  of  texture  and  quality  of  the  skin 
which  extends  to  all  parts. 

The  skin  of  the  exposed  parts  not  being  as  desired  or 
required,  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  skin  of  the 
body  is  not  right.  There  are  numerous  diseases  and 
some  conditions  which  affect  the  exposed  skin,  but  may 
not  extend  further.  The  bleaching  of  the  skin  of  the 
legs  and  feet  of  the  fowls  which  run  on  very  dry  earth 
or  ashes  may  he  quite  marked,  yet  the  skin  of  the  body 
be  of  giod  color.  Dust  and  dirt  may  disfigure  the  comb 
of  the  fowl  so  much  as  to  give  it  a  faded  or  unhealthy 
looking  color,  yet  the  protected  skin  show  no  such  effects. 
The  texture  of  the  skin  of  the  legs  is  of  great  import- 
ance in  the  matter  of  resisting  disease  and  conditions 
injurious  to  the  skin.  Fine  grained,  firm  skin  and  scales 
resist  to  a  remarkable  degree  the  action  of  soils,  ashes, 
etc. ,  and  also  of  the  insects  which  cause  the  loathsome 
disease  known  as  scaly  leg. 

In  general,  it  will  be  noted  that  a  fine,  soft,  oily  skin 
is  associated  with  fine  quality  firmness,  and  glossiness 
in  the  plumage.  These  conditions  or  characteristics  are 
to  some  degree  dependent,  upon  the  constitution  and 
general  health  and  condition  of  the  fowl,  but  it  seems 
quite  clear  also  that  this  quality  contributes  much  to 
the  health  and  good  condition  of  the  fowl.  It  may  be  a 
question  of  opinion  which  is  the  cause  and  which  the 
effect  in  such  matters,  but  the  value  of  the  external 
characteristics  and  their  meaning  are  apparent. 

In  most  American  markets  the  demand  is  for  poultry 
with  yellow  skin  and  legs.  In  this  respect  the  color  has 
an  actual  cash  value  for  table  purposes,  just  as  color  of 
plumage  has  for  exhibition.  Of  course  in  the  consider- 
ation of  single  specimens,  the  value  of  color  of  plumage 
may  be  represented  by  many  dollars,  while  color  of  the 
skin  of  a  table  fowl  increases  its  selling  value  only  a  few 
cents,  but  the  demand  for  yellow  skin  in  table  poultry 
is  general  and  insistent,  while  preferences  for  colors  of 
plumage  are  various  and  changeable. 

In  Conclusion 

We  have  seen  as  we  have  discussed  these  various  char- 
acteristics that  in  the  majority  of  instances  where  a 
character  has  special  value,  it  is  because  it  meets  an 
artificial  demand.  This  is  as  true  of  "practical"  as  of 
"fancy"  points.  If  demands  change  we  change  our 
fowls  or  our  styles,  sizes  or  types  of  fowls  accordingly. 
As  we  have,  even  with  the  moat  careful  breeding  and 
skilful  growing,  considerable  variety  in  each  year's  pro- 
duct, the  profitable  disposition  of  it  depends  on  select- 
ing for  each  demand  to  which  one  caters,  such  fowls  as 
will  best  meet  that  demand  and  would  not  meet  a  better 
paying  demand.  Not  all  good  qualities  can  be  combined 
in  equal  degree  in  the  same  fowl,  but  by  proper  selec- 
tion of  breeding  stock  year  by  year  a  breeder  can  have 
stock  in  which  he  combines  with  good  market  and  lay- 
ing qualities  the  possibility  of  great  excellence  from  a 
fancier  s  standpoint.  If  he  does  this  he  has  always 
three  classes  of  prospective  customers  —  fanciers  farm- 
ers, and  poultrymen  who  wish  fowls  which  they  are  not 
ashamed  to  have  those  who  know  good  fowls  see,  which 
will  at  the  same  time  give  a  good  account  of  themselves 
at  the  nests  and  on  the  table.  All  these  can  be  supplied 
from  the  same  flock,  if  the  needs  of  the  two  extreme 
classes  are  always  jointly  considered  in  breeding  If 
either  is  neglected  the  stock  is  quickly  brought  to  the 
point  where  only  one  class  can  be  satisfactorily  supplied 
No  matter  which  class  this  is,  the  possibilities  of  imme- 
diate profit,  and  what  is  more  important,  the  opportu- 
nity to  extend  one's  business,  are  greatly  curtailed. 

Breeders  should  distinguish  between  essential  and 
non-essential  points,  work  for  every  point  essential  to 
any  profitable  demand,  and  despise  no  non-essential 
because  it  is  immaterial  to  them^personally 
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OPEN  LETTER  TO  POULTRY  JOURNAL 
EDITORS 

Also  Report  of  Preliminary  Meeting  of  A.  P.  A 
Standing  Committee  on  Standards,  Giving  an  Out- 
line of  What  the  Forthcoming  Separate  Breed  of 
Standards  are  to  Contain— A  General  Call  lor  Help 
in  tie  form  of  Suggestions  and  Valuable  Data  — 
Please  Respond  Promptly. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1,  1916. 
EAR  Mr.  Editor: — With  a  view  to  accomplishing 
several  good  objects,  we  ask  you  to  publish  the 
accompanying  report  in  an  early  issue  of  your 
journal,  or  extracts  therefrom,  and  also  to  COMMENT 
FAVORABLY  on  this  important  project  in  behalf  of 
Standard  -  bred  poultry  culture.     Among  the  objects 
referred  to  are  these: 
First,  to  give  the  news  to  your  subscribers. 
Second,  to  instruct  and  encourage  your  readers. 
Third,  to  create  favorable  publicity  in  behalf  of  these 
Separate  Breed  Standards  that  are  to  be  published,  copy- 
righted and  sold  by  the  American  Poultry  Association. 

Fourth,  to  render  valuable  help  TO  THIS  COMMIT- 
TEE in  securing  suggestions  and  data  that  will  enable  it 
to  compile  and  edit  these  Breed  Standards  in  a  way  that 
will  make  them  of  great  benefit  to  the  poultry  industry, 
especially  the  Standard-bred  branch  thereof. 

Later  on  our  committee  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  you 
additional  information  regarding  its  work,  provided  you 
wish  to  receive  same.  The  task  at  hand  is  not  an  easy 
one,  and  this  committee  is  very  anxious  to  publish,  ON 
FIRST  TRIAL,  a  set  of  Separate  Breed  Standards  that 
will  meet  public  expectations  and  prove  of  great  service 
to  poultry  culture  along  progressive  lines  which  will  lead 
to  permanent  success  on  the  part  of  men  and  women 
who  make  a  study  of  breeding  problems  and  who  persist 
in  their  efforts. 

In  publishing  this  report  in  your  columns,  or  in  mak- 
ing comment  relating  to  the  work  of  this  committee,  we 
ask  you  to  INVITE  YOUR  READERS  to  correspond 
with  the  undersigned  and  furnish  him,  for  use  of  this 
committee,  such  suggestions  as  may  occur  to  them  which 
they  believe  will  enable  our  committee  to  add  still  fur- 
ther value  to  these  Separate  Breed  Standards,  respec- 
tively. 

We  particularly  ask  specialty  breeders  and  the  officers 
and  members  of  specialty  clubs  to  favor  us  with  advice 


Six  White  Wyandotte  Chickens,  1st  Prize,  Best  Exhibit 
Soft  Roasters,  Six^Birds,  Boston  Show,  1916 

Bred  anil  Owned  by  George  H.  Pollard,  Qreenbush,  Mass. 


and  valuable  data.  All  are  invited  to  help  out.  Our 
strong  belief  is  that  if  these  Separate  Breed  Standards 
contain  the  reading  matter  and  illustrations  that  should 
be  put  into  them,  they  will  prove  to  be  a  most  helpful 
factor  in  behalf  of  poultry  culture  on  Standard-bred 
lines.  We  also  wish  to  hear  from  editors  of  poultry 
papers  and  other  active  writers  on  poultry  topics.  Please 
do  not  hesitate  to  give  our  committee  the  benefit  of  your 
views  and  suggestions — and  remember  that  familiar 
saying:  "  Do  it  now." 

With  best  wishes  for  a  prosperous  and  happy  1016,  we 
beg  to  remain,  Very  truly  yours, 

Grant  M.  Ccrtis, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 

Report  Covering   Two  Preliminary  Meetings  of 
Committee 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Nov.  30,  1915. 
"To  the  members  of  the  newly  appointed  Standing 
Committee  on  Standards,  consisting  of  E.  E.  Rich- 
ards, Arthur  0.  Smith,  W.  S.  Russell,  W.  R.  Gra- 
ham, and  Grant  M.  Curtis. 

"Herewith  is  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  Fortieth 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Poultry  Association, 
covering  special  work  to  be  done  by  our  committee  in 
getting  out  six  Separate  Breed  Standards,  together  with 
a  motion  that  was  adopted  at  the  recent  convention, 
relating  to  the  matter  of  adding  a  section  to  each  Breed 
Standard  devoted  to  commercial  or  utility  values  of  the 
respective  breeds  and  varieties. 

"Am  also  attaching  hereto  copy  of  'Report  of  the 
Plymouth  Rock  Breed  Standard  Committee,'  as  made 
at  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  A.  P.  A.,  held  at  San 
Francisco,  November  16—18.  Have  elaborated  some- 
what on  this  report  as  per  our  committee  meeting  of 
date,  Sunday,  November  21st,  held  at  the  Inside  Inn  on 
the  exposition  grounds  at  San  Francisco. 

"Additional  to  the  foregoing,  am  pleased  to  present 
the  following  'extended  minutes'  of  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  our  committee  at  the  two  committee  meet- 
ings held  Sunday,  November  21st,  as  above  referred  to: 

"Old,  authentic  pictures  of  leading  recognized  poul- 
try artists,  such  as  B.  N.  Pierce  and  J.  Henry  Lee,  are 
to  be  used  in  limited  numbers  as  part  of  the  history  of 
the  origin  of  the  different  breeds  and  varieties  to  be 
treated  in  the  forthcoming  Breed  Standards.  Each 
member  of  the  committe  is  to  help  secure  these  old 
pictures,  but  it  is  understood  that  we  are  to  rely  on  such 
men  as  Messrs.  Sewell  and  Schilling  for  special  help  in 
this  direction. 

"  In  treating  of  the  origin  and  history  of  the  different 
breeds  and  varieties,  their  '  recognized  history '  in  each 
case  is  to  begin  with  their  admissisn  to  the  American 
Standard  of  Perfection  or  of  'Excellence.'  As  a  matter 
of  course  we  shall  go  back  of  these  in  arriving  at  the 
origin  of  each  breed  and  variety,  but  their  admission  to 
the  Standard  represents  definite  recognition,  and  it  is 
understood  that  we  are  to  state  briefly  of  what  they  con- 
sisted at  that  time,  respectively,  and  are  to  explain  the 
important  changes  and  improvements  that  since  have 
taken  place. 

"  Back  of  the  admission  of  each  breed  and  variety  to 
the  Standard  of  Perfection,  we  are  to  do  our 
utmost  to  fix  on  the  actual  authentic  origin  of 
each  breed  and  variety,  the  object  being  to  clear 
up  disputed  points  and  arrive  at  the  actual  ori- 
gin, if  practicable. 

' '  The  Separate  Breed  Standards  are  to  be  of 
the  same  size  as  the  main  Standard  of  Perfec- 
tion, as  regards  size  of  page,  size  of  illustra- 
tions, etc. 

"In  the  case  of  each  Separate  Breed  Standard 
we  are  to  '  lift'  from  the  main  Standard  every- 
thing that  applies  to  each  breed  and  all  varie- 
ties thereof.  In  no  case  are  we  to  reproduce 
in  the  breed  Standards  from  the  main  Standard 
anything  that  will  tend  to  confuse  the  inexpe- 
rienced reader  of  the  Breed  Standards. 

Line-Breeding  and  Strain-Building 
"  Line- breeding  and  in-breeding  are  to  be 
definitely  explained  in  each  and  every  Breed 
Standard,  with  a  concise,  definite  statement  of 
what  it  means  to  establish  a  strain  of  standard 
bred  fowl  and  the  importance  thereof.  If  found 
practical,  a  chart  is  to  be  reproduced  that  can 
be  used  to  advantage  by  readers  of  these  breed 
Standards  in  maintaining  strains  or  families 
that  if  properly  handled  will  possess  the  ability 
to  reproduce  themselves  or  transmit  their  stand- 
ard values  from  generation  to  generations. 

"It  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  sub- 
mit the  controverted  points  as  regards  breeding, 
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etc.,  to  active,  interested  members  of  the  association, 
whenever  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  do  so. 

"Standard  of  Perfection  '  Terminology  '  is  to  govern, 
as  a  rule,  in  the  wording  of  all  reading  matter  of  these 
Separate  Breed  Standards.  Additions  will  need  to  be 
made  to  the  present  Glossary  of  Technical  Terms,  includ- 
ing such  words  or  terms  as  line-breeding,  in-breeding, 
etc.  All  due  pains  are  to  be  taken  in  this  work,  and 
when  in  doubt  all  points  in  question  are  to  be  submitted 
to  the  best  authorities  for  their  opinions. 

"  A  bibliography  is  to  be  included  in  the  back  pages 
of  each  Separate  Breed  Standard,  and,  as  per  motion 
herewith,  due  credit  is  to  be  given  in  the  case  of  all  per- 
sons who  furnish  valuable  information  that  is  used  in 
these  Standards,  but  it  is  to  be  understood  that  post- 
offices  are  to  be  omitted. 

"In  the  matter  of  illustrations  devoted  to  Barred 
Rocks  (for  example)  plates  showing  photographs  of  two, 
three,  four,  or  live  feathers  from  every  important  section 
are  to  be  made,  two  or  three  of  the  feathers  in  each  case 
to  show  common  defects,  and  the  best  feather  in  each  lot 
to  have  next  to  it  the  same  feather  '  idealized,'  thereby 
showing  how  near  nature  comes  to  producing  a  perfect 
feather,  this  feather  being  in  competition  with  exactly 
the  kind  of  a  feather  (the  ideali/.ed  one)  that  the  Stand- 
ard of  Perfection  calls  for. 

"  In  other  cases  three  feathers  may  be  used  from  one 
or  more  sections  —  one  of  these  feathers  to  be  as  perfect 
as  can  be  obtained,  as  regards  barring,  (for  example), 
while  one  of  the  other  two  may  be  two  narrow  and  the 
third  one  will  perhaps  represent  the  other  extreme  of 
bars,  in  this  case  being  too  wide.  The  object,  of  course, 
is  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  the  student  of  breeding 
problems,  a  correct  idea  of  just  what  he  is  after,  as  per 
Standard  requirements. 

"  In  these  Breed  Standards  we  are  to  use  half-tones, 
but  also  shall  be  free  to  use  line  drawings,  when  they 
will  show  to  better  advantage  what  we  are  seeking  to 
convey  in  the  way  of  reliable  information. 

Such  Questions  as  Double  Mating 

"  It  was  agreed  that  complete  pictures  in  the  form  of 
photographic  reproductions  are  to  be  published  in  the 
Plymouth  Rock  Standard,  of  a  pullet  bred  male  and  a 
cockerel  bred  female,  with  proper  wording,  thus  showing 
and  telling  the  readers  of  this  book  the  necessity  of 
using  these  two  types  or  styles  of  birds  in  the  successful 
production  of  exhibition  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 

' '  If  practical  to  do  so,  photographs  may  be  used  to 
show  correct  and  incorrect  shape,  as  applied  to  different 
sections  of  the  several  breeds  and  numerous  varieties. 

"At  this  meeting  of  the  committee  a  letter  of  date 
August  1,  1914,  from  A.  0.  Schilling,  was  read  by  Mr. 
Smith,  and  the  suggestions  made  therein  as  regards 
plates  of  feathers  were  approved  by  the  committee  as' 
being  desirable.  AVriter,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
is  to  write  to  Mr.  Smith  and  obtain  a  copy  of  this  letter, 
from  which  enough  additional  copies  will  be  made  to 
furnish  one  to  each  member  of  the  committee,  same  to 
be  retained  with  these  memoranda  notes  and  inclosures 
for  future  reference. 

"  At  our  Icommittee  meeting,  .Mr.  Russell  raised  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  a  pullet  bred  male  will  pro- 
duce what  is  wanted  in  the  way  of  Standard  quality, 
generation  after  generation.  It  is  his  belief  that  such  a 
male  will  not  do  this.  It  was  agreed  that  he  is  to  write 
a  brief  but  complete  statement  of  his  ideas  as  to  this 
question,  and  is  to  submit  same  to  the  committee  for 
decision  as  to  whether  or  not  this  matter  should  be 
treated  in  the  Plymouth  Rock  Breed  Standard. 

"  In  handling  the  important  question  of  correct  and 
successful  mating,  the  matter  of  off-setting  the  defects  in 
one  sex  by  mating  such  birds  with  specimens  of  the 
other  sex  that  are  strong  in  these  sections,  is  to  be 
handled  in  a  manner  that  will  inform  the  novice  how  to 
take  this  first  primary  step  in  successful  breeding. 

Utility  Features 

"  It  was  decided  that  we  are  to  'lift'  the  desirable 
reading  matter  from  the  Market  Poultry  and  Egg  Stand- 
ard and  incorporate  same  in  the  Separate  Breed  Stand- 
ards. It  was  suggested  that  it  will  add  practical  value 
to  the  commercial  or  utility  section  of  these  Breed 
Standards,  and  at  the  same  time  will  advertise  favorably 
the  Market  Poultry  and  Egg  Standard  to  reproduce  the 
copyrighted  egg  score  card  and  dressed  poultry  score 
card  in  each  of  the  Breed  Standards. 

"In  each  Breed  Standard  there  is  to  be  printed  a 
short  but  strong  chapter  on  the  vital  importance  of  con, 
etitutional  vigor  —  of  what  it  consists,  how  recognized- 
how  secured,  how  maintained,  etc. 

"  In  the  utility  section  of  each  Separate  Breed  Stand- 
ard are  to  be  published  pictures  of  dressed  fowl  and  of 


market  eggs  showing  correct  shape,  proper  size,  etc., 
etc. 

"Also,  in  this  section  of  each  Separate  Breed  Standard 
is  to  be  a  chapter  on  egg  productiveness,  with  informa- 
tion about  trap  nesting,  etc., —  the  idea  being  to  bring 
out  clearly  the  fact  that  prolific  egg  yield  is  highly  de- 
sirable, is  the  '  neck  of  the  bottle,'  not  only  as  regards 
profits  to  be  earned  in  the  sale  of  market  eggs,  but  also 
to  emphasize  the  absolute  need  of  a  liberal  egg  yield  for 
reproductive  purposes  in  the  case  of  Standard  bred  fowl 
of  any  quality,  including  the  best  that  can  be  produced. 

"  Probably  the  official  A.  P.  A.  egg  score  card  can  be 
used  to  advantage  in  all  of  the  six  Separate  Breed 
Standards  'that  have  been  intrusted  to  this  committee. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  dressed  fowl  score  card  might 
be  used  only  with  the  '  general  purpose '  fowl  breeds, 
such  as  the  Plymouth  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  etc. 

[Utility  and  Beauty  in  Combination 

"It  was  further  suggested  —  in  fact,  urged  — that  in 
each  of  these  Breed  Standards  the  statement  should  be 
made  that  there  is  no  connection  necessarily  between  a 
high  score  and  prolific  egg  production.  In  other  words, 
this  combination  must  be  brought  about  by  selection  — 
by  intelligent  and  persistent  effort.  The  plan  used  at 
the  Storrs  Connecticut  Agricultural  College  for  picking 
utility  fowl  which  possess  standard  value,  seemed  to 
meet  with  approval  on  the  part  of  our  committee.  This 
plan  is  to  use  Standard  bred  fowl,  apply  the  trap  nest, 
then  score  the  birds  and  afterwards  select  the  best  lay- 
ers from  among  the  high  scorers — these  specimens  to  be 
used  as  breeders,  etc. 

"  Another  idea  that  appeared  to  meet  with  favor  was 
the  introduction  of  elementary  facts  on  housing,  yarding 
and  feeding  fowl  for  best  results,  these  short  chapters  or 
extended  paragraphs  to  be  used  perhaps  in  each  of  the 
Separate  Breed  Standards.  Among  other  subjects  sug- 
gested were  these :  Color  feeding,  feeding  for  eggs,  and 
feeding  for  quick  maturity. 

"In  the  way  of  illustrations  for  the  commercial  or 
utility  section  of  each  Breed  Standard,  it  was  suggested 
that  the  remarkable  egg  yield  per  hen  (by  the  use  of 
Standard  bred  fowl)  be  shown  'in  pounds,'  so  to  speak, 
that  is,  that  the  public  be  fully  informed  as  to  the  won- 
derful power  of  the  well  bred  hen  to  reproduce  her 
bodily  weight  five  to  ten  times  in  365  consecutive  days, 
in  the  form  of  new  laid,  marketable  eggs. 

"It  was  also  thought  advisable  to  present  an  'estimate 
statement,'  as  to  the  number  of  chickens  it  is  believed 
can  be  produced  from  one  hen  in  365  days  by  setting  all 
of  her  eggs,  and  all  of  the  eggs  laid  by  pullets  produced 
from  her  eggs  within  a  year's  time,  i.  e.,  by  the  elapse 
of  365  days  after  the  test  hen  laid  her  first  egg. 

"Mr.  Graham  suggested  that  each  of  these  breed 
books  should  have  a  brief  chapter  on  pedigreeing  valu- 
able specimens  or  strains,  which  chapter  he  offered  to 
supply. 

Illustrators  for  Separate  Breed  Standards 

"Our  committee  was  favorable  to  having  Mr.  Sewell 
illustrate  the  Plymouth  Rock  book,  first  to  last. 

"To  have  Mr.  Schilling  illustrate  the  Wyandotte  book. 

"To  have  Mr.  Schilling  illustrate  the  Leghorn  book. 

"To  have  Mr.  Schilling  illustrate  the  Rhode  Island 
Red  book. 

"It  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Smith  was  to  furnish  Mr. 
Sewell,  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable,  a  list  of  all  cuts 
wanted  for  the  Plymouth  Rock  book,  explaining  those 
that  have  been  decided  upon  by  the  committee  of  which 
Mr.  Smith  was  chairman. 

"  It  was  agreed  that  the  chairman  of  the  present  com- 
mittee is  to  write  to  or  confer  with  Messrs.  Sewell  and 
Schilling  and  have  them  take  all  due  pains  at  the  winter 
show  season  of  1915—1916,  to  secure  additional  effective 
illustrations  for  the  four  breed  books  above  named. 
Assignment  of  Work 

"  Starting  immediately,  the  following  work  is  to  be 
done  by  members  of  the  present  standing  committee  on 
Standards: 

"Mr.  Smith  is  to  furnish  the  manuscript  for  the  main 
section  of  the  Plymouth  Rock  book,  following  up  and 
completing  the  work  done  thus  far  by  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  chairman. 

"  Mr.  Graham  is  to  work  up  at  his  early  convenience, 
a  schedule  of  the  proposed  contents  of  the  commercial 
or  utility  section  of  the  Plymouth  Rock  book,  and  is  to 
forward  same  to  Mr.  Curtis  who  will  have  this  schedule 
reproduced  in  typewritten  form  and  will  mail  same  to 
all  members  of  the  present  committee. 

"  Mr.  Smith,  as  soon  as  he  can  do  so,  is  to  send  to  Mr. 
Curtis  the  historical  data  he  has  prepared  for  the  Plym- 
outh Rock  book,  same  to  be  submitted  by  Mr.  Curtis  to 


other  members  of  the  present  committee,  for  comment 
and  suggestions;  this  data  also  to  be  sent  to  various 
authorities  on  the  origin  of  breeds  and  varieties,  if  this 
is  deemed  advisable. 

"  Mr.  Richards  is  to  work  up  historical  copy  on  the 
origin  of  the  Wyandottes  and  Leghorns,  all  varieties  re- 
spectively, and  at  his  early  convenience  is  to  forward  it 
to  Mr.  Curtis,  so  that  the  same  course  can  be  pursued  in 
this  case  as  is  to  be  adopted  with  the  historical  data  re- 
garding the  Plymouth  Rocks,  all  varieties. 

"  Mr.  Curtis,  without  delay,  is  to  get  out  a  series  of 
letters  to  leading  successful  breeders  of  all  varieties  of 
Standard  Wyandottes  and  Leghorns,  asking  for  breeding 
instructions  and  advice  with  reference  to  same  —  doing 
this  with  the  object  of  securing  the  best  information 
practicable  on  the  breeding  problems  connected  with 
these  two  breeds  and  the  numerous  varieties  thereof. 

"  Mr.  Sewell  is  to  be  asked  by  Mr.  Curtis  (by  letter) 
to  let  us  know  soon  what  he  has  to  contribute  to  these 
Breed  Standards,  in  the  way  of  old  or  recent  illustra- 
tions, also  in  the  way  of  historical  data,  etc. 

"  Mr.  Russell  is  to  write  to  the  chairman  of  the  present 
committee  a  letter  of  suggestions,  covering  carefully  all 
points  or  questions  that  he  believes  should  be  handled 
in  these  different  breed  books,  respectively,  first  cover- 
ing the  Plymouth  Rock  book,  next  the  Wyandottes,  then 
the  leghorns. 

"The  plan  is  to  have  all  members  of  the  present  com- 
mittee do  whatever  they  can  during  the  showing  and 
breeding  season  now  close  at  hand,  in  the  way  of  send- 
ing suggestions  to  the  chairman ;  also  in  the  way  of  col- 
lecting data,  pictures,  feathers,  etc.,  that  may  be  of  use 
—  all  this  matter  to  be  got  in  as  good  shape  as  practic- 
able by  May  1,  1916,  so  that  on  or  soon  after  that  date 
the  committee  can  meet  and  shape  up  its  work.  Mean- 
while, Mr.  Curtis  is  to  employ  the  necessary  stenographic 
and  editorial  help  to  carry  this  work  forward  as  rapidly 
as  may  be  found  practicable. 

"  In  conclusion,  all  members  of  the  present  commit- 
tee are  asked  to  keep  this  important  work  constantly  in 
mind  and  to  write  to  the  chairman  as  often  as  any  new 
ideas  or  materials  present  themselves  that  can  be  used 
to  advantage.  The  work  entrusted  to  this  committee  is 
not  only  highly  important,  in  the  interests  of  the  Amer- 
ican Poultry  Association  and  poultry  culture,  but  it  is 
truly  difficult  ;  therefore,  the  best  efforts  of  all  members 
of  this  committee  are  needed,  supplemented  by  all  the 
help  we  can  get  from  other  members  of  the  association 
and  from  every  other  friend  of  poultry  culture  who  can 
be  induced  to  contribute  valuable  material  or  sugges- 
tions. Very  truly  yours, 

Grant  M.  Curtis." 

THE  BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCK  SITUATION 

THE  editorial  on  this  subject  in  our  December  issue 
attracted  much  attention  and  was  generally  re- 
ceived with  approval  by  those  taking  an  interest 
in  the  situation.  There  were,  of  course,  some  excep- 
tions to  this  view,  but  the  only  one  that  has  come  to  me 
personally  is  the  protest  of  Mr.  H.  P.  Schwab  that  the 
statement  that  a  considerable  section  of  those  who  ex- 
hibited Barred  Rocks  at  the  Garden  did  not  want  Mr. 
Schwab  in  the  first  place,  and  had  not  changed  its  atti- 
tude toward  him  is  not  correct  and  does  him  an  in- 
justice. Mr.  Schwab  states  that  a  number  of  those  who 
afterward  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  his  judging  were 
of  the  number  who  either  requested  or  did  not  oppose 
his  assignment  to  this  class.  I  find  on  inquiring  of  per- 
sons he  named  as  taking  this  attitude  that  several  of 
them  corroborate  this,  and  therefore  it  is  perhaps  over- 
stating the  case  as  it  stood  at  the  start  to  refer  to  those 
not  pleased  with  the  appointment  as  a  considerable  sec- 
tion of  the  exhibitors.  That  phrase  does,  however, 
seem  to  me  to  be  used  properly  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
their  attitude. 

M  r,  Schwab's  view  of  any  harmony  of  ideals  in  Barred 
Rocks  that  may  exist  between  Mr.  Thompson  and  him- 
self seems  to  be  that  Mr.  Thompson  was  more  ready 
than  others  to  recognize  what  Mr.  Schwab's  judging  in- 
dicated as  to  Mr.  Schwab's  judicial  interpretation  of  the 
Standard.  This  is  one  way  of  looking  at  the  situation, 
but  it  is  not  the  way  the  exhibitors  who  are  staying 
away  from  the  (iarden  take  it,  and  it  is  their  attitude 
that  I  described. 

At  the  recent  Garden  show  the  class  of  Barred  Rocks 
was  made  up  almost  entirely  of  Mr.  Thompson's  ex- 
hibit, he  showing  100  birds,  and  there  being  only  16 
others  of  this  variety  entered.  Mr.  Schwab  did  not 
judge.  The  awards  were  placed  by  Louis  P.  Graham. 
The  failure  to  secure  the  entries  that  stayed  away  last 
year  may  be  construed  to  mean  that  these  exhibitors  are 
not  willing  to  try  conclusions  with  Mr.  Thompson  again, 
or  that  the  judge  does  not  suit  them.  But  which  ever 
way  one  looks  at  it  it  is  certain  that  a  win  on  Barred 
Rocks  at  the  Garden  cannot  long  retain  the  prestige  it 
has  had  if  there  is  no  more  competition  than  in  the  last 
two  shows. 
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Topics  of  the  Times 

Asked  and  Offered  in  Separate  Breed 
Standards 

WK  PC  BUSH  entire  the  matter  which  appears 
elsewhere  in  regard  to  separate  breed  standards 
because  the  editor  cannot  comply  with  the  re- 
quest that  editors  of  poultry  journals  "  comment  favor- 
ably "  on  the  project,  and  when  he  "pintedly"  dis- 
agrees with  anyone  on  a  matter  of  general  interest  he 
always  wants  to  give  his  readers  the  other  side's  own 
statement  in  its  own  words,  if  that  is  at  all  possible. 

Now  before  making  the  observations  that  I  am  about 
to  make  upon  the  separate  breed  standard  proposition 
as  it  now  stands,  I  want  to  say  that  my  objections  are 
to  the  breed  standards  as  planned  —  not  to  breed  stand- 
ards of  the  kind  poultry  breeders  have  been  asking  since 
very  early  in  the  history  of  the  A.  I'.  A.'s  control  of 
poultry  standards  in  America. 

As  I  talked  at  the  Boston  Show  with  (irant  M.  Curtis 
who  planned  this  work  and  is  in  charge  of  it,  and  after 
indicating  the  scope  of  his  plan  and  emphasizing  his 
purpose  to  make  these  standards  of  a  quality  that  would 
justify  a  price  of  $1.50,  I  couldn't  help  comparing  in 
my  mind  his  present  attitude  on  breed  standards  now 
and  when  he  joined  the  association  in  1S!)4,  and  ap- 
peared at  the  meeting  at  Kansas  City  as  the  spokesman 
for  those  demanding  separate  breed  standards.  I  can- 
not say  positively  that  Mr.  Curtis  then  advocated  ten 
cent  standards,  but  my  recollection  is  that  he  did.  At 
any  rate,  that  is  what  the  rank  and  tile  were  demanding 
in  those  days. 

His  reception  as  champion  of  this  popular  demand 
was  so  displeasing  to  him  that  in  the  next  issue  of  his 
paper  he  roasted  the  organization  in  his  most  fervid 
style. 

At  that  time  the  complete  standard  sold  for  a  dollar, 
and  all  the  matter,  general  and  special,  in  it  relating  to 
any  breed,  and  all  varieties  of  that  breed,  could  have 
been  printed  in  type  of  this  size  on  the  two  sides  of  a 
sheet  the  size  of  this  page.  Or  in  small  booklet  form  it 
would  make  16  pages  the  size  of  the  ordinary  pocket 
note  book.  As  at  least  !»u<;  of  poultry  keepers  are  in- 
terested in  only  one  variety  there  was  everywhere  objec- 
tion to  being  forced  to  pay  a  dollar  for  a  book  contain- 
ing only  a  few  pages  that  interested  the  buyer.  The 
general  idea  was  that  separate  breed  standards  at  ten 
cents  each  would  be  about  right,  but  the  demand  would 
have  been  very  well  satisfied  if  they  had  been  made  to 
sell  at  25  cents. 

The  A.  P.  A.  paid  no  attention  to  the  demand  for 
breed  standards  until  the  convention  at  Niagara  Falls  in 
1007.  Then  when  one  specialty  club  was  issuing  a 
standard  of  its  own,  and  another  preparing  to  do  so,  it 


sat  up  and  took  notice  in  a  resolution  introduced  by 
Mr.  Curtis  providing  for  the  publication  of  separate 
breed  standards  in  a  series  to  begin  at  some  indefinite 
future  time.  The  plan  was  not  to  meet  the  demand  for 
sections  of  the  general  Standard,  but  to  give  additional 
matter  of  various  kinds  relating  to  each  breed  and  make 
as  big  a  book  as  possible  to  sell  at  the  largest  possible 
fraction  of  the  price  of  the  general  Standard  which  had 
meantime  risen  to  $1.50. 

The  popular  idea  among  those  who  wanted  breed 
standards  was  that  such  books  as  were  proposed  should 
retail  at  50c.  or  60c.  The  committee  that  has  been  since 
1000  or  1010  trying  to  get  out  the  Plymouth  Rock  Breed 
Standard  recommended  at  Chicago,  in  1914,  that  the 
book  retail  at  $1. 

The  price  of  the  general  Standard  had  meantime  been 
raised  to  $2  on  an  edition  put  on  the  market  and  sold 
for  some  time  at  $1.60.  This  is  probably  the  only  case 
on  record  of  such  reconsideration  of  price.  Fsually  it 
works  the  other  way.  The  price  was  raised  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  getting  more  revenue,  and  because 
the  association  was  in  a  position  to  do  so.  It  was  the 
rank  act  of  a  rank  monopoly.  Now  with  breed  stand- 
ards under  way  for  the  better  part  of  a  decade,  and  not 
one  yet  produced,  the  proposed  price  of  separate  breed 
standards  has  risen  to  the  price  of  the  complete  Stand- 
ard at  the  time  action  toward  making  breed  standards 
was  first  taken. 

To  date,  the  only  tangible  result  of  the  movement  to 
meet  the  demand  for  separate  breed  standards  is  to 
check  the  tendency  of  specialty  clubs  to  make  their  own 
standards.  In  an  editorial  immediately  after  the  pass- 
age of  the  breed  standard  resolution  in  1007,  I  said: 
"The  demand  for  separate  breed  standards  is  a  demand 
for  a  separation  of  the  parts  of  the  present  Standard. 
The  work  required  is  purely  editorial — not  to  say 
mechanical.  Any  man  with  intelligence  enough  to  edit 
a  poultry  paper  could  sort  out  and  arrange  the  matter 
for  all  the  separate  standards  required  inside  of  ten 
working  hours." 

I  said  at  that  time  that  it  seemed  to  me  the  purpose  of 
the  resolution  was  not  to  meet  the  demand  for  breed 
standards,  but  to  prevent  others  from  meeting  it.  A 
good  many  thought  then  that  I  was  judging  too  harshly. 
Whether  I  was  fair  or  unfair  in  regard  to  the  purpose, 
the  fact  that  nearly  nine  years  later  breed  standards  are 
still,  as  I  said  they  were  then,  "  promised  —  in  the  sweet 
by-and-by,"  is  beyond  dispute. 

This  last  set  of  resolutions  is  designed  to  rush  matters, 
and  to  those  who  do  not  know  how  much  work  is  re- 
quired to  make  even  one  book  of  the  kind  proposed,  and 
how  slowly  work  proceeds  in  which  so  many  are  en- 
gaged, and  under  the  conditions  that  work  is  done  for 
the  A.  P.  A.,  it  may  appear  that  with  work  planned  as 
indicated  in  Mr.  Curtis'  report,  results  will  quickly  ma- 
terialize. As  to  that  we  shall  see  what  we  shall  see. 
Just  at  present  it  is  the  attitude  the  association  takes  to- 
ward the  long-standing  demand  for  the  publication  of 
"the  Standard"  in  sections,  for  the  convenience  of  those 
who  use  it,  that  concerns  us. 

The  association  virtually  says  to  them  :  "  We  will  not 
sell  you  what  you  want,  as  you  want  it,  at  an  appropri- 
ate price,  but  we  will  make  you  a  book  in  which  we  will 
add  to  that  part  of  the  Standard  which  you  want  the 
'  recognized  history '  of  the  breed  in  which  you  are  in- 
terested; 'recognized'  definitions  of  terms  used  by  breed- 
ers; 'recognized  '  rules  for  mating  to  produce  '  recog- 
nized '  varieties;  '  recognized'  information  about  utility 
qualities  and  market  matters,  etc.,  etc.,  in  all  making 
a  book  that  will  yield  us  the  same  revenue  that  you  gave 
us  for  the  complete  Standard  before  we  raised  the 
price."  The  association  virtually  says  to  breeders  who 
ask  that  it  adapt  its  standards  to  their  use  and  sell  them 
at  appropriate  prices:  "  Our  policy,  as  publishers,  must 
be  determined  by  our  desire  for  revenue  —  not  by  the 
demands  of  customers.  We  are  doing  all  in  our  power 
for  poultry  interests.  We  feel  that  we  are  entitled  to 
their  support,  and  that  we  are  justified  in  levying  tribute 
on  poultrymen  in  any  form  in  which  we  can  collect  it." 

But  the  association,  if  it  manages  to  carry  out  the 
present  plan  and  publish  some  half  dozen  breed  stand- 
ards of  the  kind  outlined,  will  lind  that  it  has  over- 
reached  in  about  half  a  dozen  different  directions.  The 
man  who  wants  a  Plymouth  Rock  standard  and  knows 
that  he  must  wait  for  several  years  and  then  pay  a  dollar 
and  a  half  for  one  containing  a  lot  of  miseelloneous  in- 
formation will,  in  most  cases,  buy  the  general  Standard 
now.  The  sale  of  breed  standards  at  a  dollar  or  a  dollar 
and  a  half  will  be  good  only  in  the  period  between  the 
date  of  the  publication  of  each  and  the  beginning  of 
work  upon  the  next  general  revision  of  the  Standard. 


Such  breed  standards  and  the  general  Standard  will 
each  tend  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  to  limit 
sales  of  the  other.  The  demand  for  separate  breed 
standards  is  a  demand  for  cheaper  and  more  convenient 
and  specialized  standards.  Probably  three-fourths  of 
those  who  want  cheap  specialty  standards,  and  would 
buy  such,  do  not  buy  the  large  book  and  would  not  buy 
a  separate  breed  standard  except  at  a  price  they  con- 
sidered reasonable. 

The  demand  for  separate  breed  standards  is,  and 
always  has  been,  a  demand  for  the  widest  possible  dis- 
tribution of  authorized  descriptions  of  poultry  of  tine 
breeding.  If  the  A.  P.  A.  is  not  going  to  cater  to  this 
demand  its  wisest  policy  is  to  let  separate  breed  stand- 
ard alone.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  this  matter  it 
is  "between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea."  If  it  drops 
the  proposition,  the  specialty  clubs  will  again  turn  their 
attention  to  getting  out  their  own  standards.  They  will 
do  this  because  free  distribution  of  the  standard  descrip- 
tion is  one  of  the  best  ways  of  promoting  a  variety. 

If  the  association  goes  on  with  this  breed  standard  plan 
it  will  load  up  with  stocks  of  books  too  short-lived  to 
be  profitable.  And  even  if  it  gets  out  these  high-priced 
breed  books,  that  will  not  insure  that  clubs  keep  oft'  its 
Standard  preserves.  Those  that  are  awake  will  either 
publish  their  own  standards  or  give  description  that 
serve  the  purpose. 

There  is  no  one  thing  that  does  as  much  to  prevent  the 
natural  growth  of  interest  in  good  poultry  as  the  restric- 
tions for  revenue  only  that  the  A.  P.  A.  has  from  its  be- 
ginnings placed  upon  the  free  circulation  of  the  accepted 
standards.  This  generation  of  A.  P.  A.  officials  and 
this  Standard  committee  are  no  more  to  blame  than 
others.  The  root  of  the  trouble  is  in  the  fact  that  the 
organization  does  not  collect  from  its  members  a  suf- 
ficient amount  to  pay  its  ordinary  running  expenses. 
And  circumstances  having  favored  the  inauguration  of  a 
system  of  mulcting  poultry  exhibitors  for  the  benefit  of 
an  association  including  a  very  small  part  of  them,  there 
has  been  established  in  this  country  an  organization  of 
poultrymen  that  lives  by  a  species  of  parasitism  that  is 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  American  ideals  and  a  disgrace 
to  those  who  submit  to  it. 

Let  Every  State  Have  a  Breed 

Some  people  in  <  )hio  and  adjoining  states  are  exploiting 
a  new  breed  which  they  call  Ohio  Buffs.  They  are 
said  to  be  medium  sized  buff  fowls.  The  descrip- 
tion before  me  tells  nothing  further  of  their  appearance 
but  endows  them  with  all  good  qualities  in  surpassing 
measure,  —  just  as  all  new  breeds  and  varieties  have 
them  to  perfection  in  the  minds  of  their  promoters. 

Ohio  is  supposed  to  be  specially  honored  in  having 
this  breed  named  for  it.  The  man  who  takes  the  view 
the  view  that  this  is  a  new  distinction  for  Ohio  evidently 
does  not  know  about  the  Buckeyes. 

New  Jersey  was  I  believe  the  first  state  to  have  a  breed 
named  for  it.  This  was  the  Jersey  Blue.  Then  came 
The  Rhode  Island  Red.  Recently  we  have  the  Oregons, 
made  to  order  at  the  Oregon  Experiment  Station. 
Maine  was  intended  to  be  honored  in  this  way  when 
some  breeders  there  called  the  White  Plymouth  Rocks, 
before  their  admission  to  the  Standard  "Dinigos" — that 
word  being  the  motto  of  the  state.  Doubtless  there  have 
been  other  cases  but  I  do  not  recall  them  now. 

Why  Not  in  the  A.  P.  A.  Bulletin? 

WHEN  the  American  Poultry  Journal,  for  February, 
arrived  I  found,  as  expected,  the  editorial 
discussions  of  those  A.  P.  A.  matters  upon 
which  Editor  Woods  of  that  paper  expressed  himself  so 
strongly  in  the  "open  letter"  to  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Association  that  he  sent  to  the  American 
Fancier.  The  most  important  treatment  of  A.  P.  A. 
matters  in  this  paper  was  the  "  Comment  on  Reports  of 
A.  P.  A.  Convention,"  by  Helen  T.  Woods,  who  is  the 
wife  of  the  "  managing  editor,"  and  edits  the  Woman's 
Department.  After  reading  this  I  am  led  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  Mrs.  Woods  is  the  author  of  a  considerable 
part  of  the  editorial  matter  in  this  paper,  the  authorship 
of  which  has  not  been  clearly  indicated.  And  compar- 
ing it  with  the  "  open  letter  "  in  the  American  Fancier, 
I  respectfully  submit  to  the  editorial  department  of  the 
A.  P.  J.  that  it  will  do  no  harm,  and  may  do  some  good, 
if  they  adopt  the  policy  of  indicating  the  source  of  all 
editorial  matter.  Being  strictly  neutral  in  all  matters 
that  do  not  concern  me  personally,  I  extend  this  sugges- 
tion to  " '  any  other  editor  whose  wife  does  more  or  less 
of  the  work  for  which  he  appears  to  be  responsible.  I 
I  know  of  one  or  two.  There  may  be  others.  Fortu- 
nately for  me,  my  better  half  is  not  particularly  inter- 
ested in  poultry  matters. 

To  get  down  to  business:  If  P.  T.  Woods  or  anyone 
else  feels  the  spirit  move  him  to  send  an  "  open  letter" 
to  the  members  of  the  American  Poultry  Association,  is 
not  the  A.  P.  A.  Bulletin  the  proper  medium  through 
which  to  address  and  reach  the  members  of  the  asso- 
tion. 
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SINGLE  STANDARD  ILLUSIONS 

t  <  T^UTTING  ourselves  in  the  position  of  many  of  our 
Y  larger  Barred  Rock  breeders,  who  have  put  all 
their  lives  into  the  development  to  the  highest 
point  of  perfection  both  matings,  and  who  have  estab- 
lished business  of  many  of  thousands  of  dollars  annually 
in  eggs  and  stock  from  both  lines,  and  consider  how  the 
work  of  a  life-time  would  be  blotted  out  by  the  issue 
of  a  single-mating  Standard,  we  can  but  pass  over  that 
idea  for  the  present.  BUT,  on  the  other  hand  should 
not  these  same  breeders  contribute  their  might  to  the 
cause  and  do  their  honest  part  to  clear  up  the  so-called 
'mystery'  and  make  both  lines  and  their  breeding  open 
to  every  small  breeder  or  farmer?  Not  guard  the  secret 
of  mating  by  a  policy  of  silence  and  force  trade  to  his 
own  door  through  the  inability  to  learn  on  the  part  of 
the  small  fancier.  Why  not,  through  the  poultry  press 
and  all  other  mediums,  do  all  in  their  power  to  educate 
(not  confuse  with  useless  argument).  Cut  out  this  mys- 
tery stuff,  fostered  through  selfish  principles,  and  make 
both  matings  as  plain  as  though  they  were  but  one. 
Has  this  solution  ever  occurred  to  you?  "—Barred  Bock 
Journal. 

The  only  mystery,  either  real  or  so-called  that  there  is 
about  the  breeding  of  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  is  that  so 
many  people  who  have  had  some  experience  with  the 
breed  and  in  breeding  poultry  should  advocate  single 
standards  or  natural  standards.  Whoever  studies  the 
development  of  standards  for  exhibition  poultry  as  they 
have  been  made  and  applied,  with  a  view  to  learn  just 
what  such  history  and  observation  teaches  can  hardly 
fail  to  see  that  however  artificial  our  standards  for  poul- 
try may  be,  and  however  illogical  and  arbitrary  standard 
makers  may  be  in  some  things,  all  standards  develop 
along  certain  general  lines  in  accordance  with  the  ac- 
cepted ideas  of  what  constitutes  beauty  in  exhibition 
poultry  and  with  what  may  be  called  the  natural  laws 
of  the  evolution  of  such  ideas. 

Poultry  fanciers  as  a  class  are  somewhat  conventional 
and  narrow  in  their  ideas  of  beauty  in  poultry.  They 
like  simple  patterns  and  designs  and  labor  to  secure  in 
these  the  finest  possible  finish.  Whatever  feature  they 
prize  moat  in  a  breed  they  will  exaggerate  and  refine  to 
the  limit.  In  the  Barred  Rock  the  prominent  and  favor- 
ite characters  are  color  and  barring.  Fanciers  of  this 
variety  have  devoted  themselves  from  the  time  of  its 
introduction  to  secure  uniform  and  clear-cut  barring 
and  the  same  shade  of  color  in  males  and  females. 

It  was  discovered  years  ago  that  the  latter  point  was 
most  difficult  to  secure  and  seldom  obtained  in  males 
and  females  from  the  same  parents  because  of  a  natural 
tendancy  for  the  males  to  run  lighter  in  color  than  the 
females  of  the  same  breeding.  So  as  the  Standard  re- 
quired that  males  and  females  exhibited  together  should 
match  in  color,  it  came  about  that  the  birds  shown 
together  that  matched  best  were  usually  of  different 
breeding,  the  female  being  from  a  relatively  light  colored 
family.  At  that  stage  of  Barred  Rock  history  there  was 
much  more  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  proper  shade 
of  color  than  now.  The  Standard  description  was  less 
definite,  and  birds  of  quite  different  shades  were  accepted 
as  meeting  the  specifications  —  provided  the  male  and 
females  shown  together  were  well  matched.  But  breed- 
ers of  course  did  not  want  to  work  on  such  a  hit  or  miss 
plan, —  especially  after  they  found  that  by  breeding  two 
separate  lines  they  would  regularly  have  the  males  of 
one  to  match  with  the  females  of  the  other  for  exhibition. 

The  advocate  of  single  matings  and  natural  standards 
thinks  that  this  is  all  wrong; — contrary  to  nature  to 
exhibit  birds  together  that  will  not  if  mated  produce 
exactly  males  like  the  male  and  females  like  the  females; 
and  a  fraud  upon  an  innocent  purchaser  to  sell  him  such 
birds  for  breeding.  As  to  the  first  point  there  is  no  right 
and  wrong  in  such  matters.  As  to  the  second  there  is 
no  good  excuse  for  anyone  interested  in  breeding  poultry 
being  under  any  wrong  impression  about  the  results  of 
breeding  Barred  Rocks  that  match  in  color  together,  for 
the  subject  has  been  one  of  almost  continuous  contro- 
versy since  very  early  in  the  development  of  the  variety. 

What  gave  the  novice  most  reason  for  supposing  that 
he  had  a  grievance  against  Barred  Rock  breeders  who 
practiced  double  mating  was  the  constant  and  positive 
assertions  by  opponents  of  this  practice  that  just  as  good 
birds  could  be  produced  by  proper  single  mating.  They 
persisted  in  this  for  years  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
leaders  in  this  variety  were  practicing  and  advocating 
the  practice  of  systematically  breeding  one  line  for 
males  and  another  for  females.  If  novices  in  this  variety 
have  been  deceived  wholesale  by  anyone  it  has  been  by 
those  who  told  them  that  they  could  get  as  good  results 
by  single  mating.    There  may  come  a  time  when  that 
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can  be  done.  When  I  look  at  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  in  this  and  other  varieties  in  a  quarter  of  a 
century  and  sometimes  much  less,  and  when  I  see  how 
by  working  persistently  for  certain  combinations  of 
characters  poultry  breeders,  by  steps  that  are  separately 
hardly  perceptible,  make  marked  and  permanent  im- 
provement—  I  do  not  find  it  impossible  to  believe  that 
eventually  Barred  Rocks  can  be  regularly  bred  so  that 
brothers  and  sisters  will  match  as  nearly  as  they  do  in 
any  parti-colored  variety  in  which  the  exhibition  speci- 
mens of  the  different  sexes  are  produced  without  keeping 
their  breeding  lines  apart. 

But  no  one  can  say  how  long  that  will  take,  and 
meantime  the  Standard  which  could  not  be  changed  for 
seven  years  requires  that  males  and  females  shall  match 
in  the  exhibition  pen,  and  the  only  practical  way  that 
I  can  see  for  the  advocates  of  a  standard  that  will  be  a 
single  standard  for  this  variety  is  to  breed  birds  so  that 
brothers  and  sisters  will  match  in  color.  They  claim 
that  cannot  be  done.  I  think  that  it  is  a  question  of 
time,  patience  and  skill.  They  think  that  if  they  could 
have  the  Standard  changed  to  describe  both  male  and 
female  as  they  come  "naturally"  that  would  solve  the 
whole  problem.  As  they  cannot  get  the  Standard 
changed  to  suit  them  it  may  be  some  consolution  to 
them  to  know  that  they  would  be  dissapointed  in  the 
results  if  they  did. 

Suppose  that  the  Standard  requires  that  the  male 
Barred  Rock  shall  be  as  many  shades  lighter  than  the 
female  as  the  advocates  of  such  a  standard  agree  is  nat- 
ural and  right;  it  will  still  remain  true  that  birds  that 
match  in  color  will  present  a  more  attractive  appearance 
in  the  exhibition  pen,  and  it  will  occasionally  happen 
that  judges  differ  in  their  judgement  as  to  what  consti- 
tutes one  shade,  or  any  given  number  of  shades  difference 
in  color.  Under  such  conditions  the  judge  who  can 
measure  the  differences  between  colors  of  males  and 
females  to  make  it  as  slight  as  possible  while  still  within 
a  permissible  interpretation  of  the  Standard  will  set  the 
style,  and  the  drift  back  to  the  present  attitude  will  begin 
at  once. 

To  anyone  who  has  given  much  attention  to  the  evolu- 
tion of  standards  one  of  the  things  that  stands  out 
plainest  is  the  tendency  to  make  the  male  and  female 
of  a  variety  either  as  nearly  identical  as  possible  in  color 
or  with  some  pronounced  difference.  And  because  fan- 
ciers tend  to  go  to  extremes  it  quite  regularly  happens 
that  the  slight  differences  are  eliminated  and  the  marked 
differences  increased.  It  would  be  most  unnatural  for 
standard  makers  to  make  a  standard  requiring  that  the 
male  Barred  Rock  should  be  a  specified  degree  lighter  in 
color  than  the  female.  It  would  be  adsurd  to  do  so 
unless  the  Standard  shade  could  be  fixed  so  that  no  one 
could  err  in  deciding  whether  a  specimen  was  of  the 
correct  shade.  Unless  an  absolute  standard  of  color  can 
be  established,  to  provide  for  a  certain  degree  of  sex 
difference  in  color  only  provides  that  birds  that  match 
in  color  must  not  be  shown  together,  and  that  if  a 
breeder  succeeds  in  breeding  them  nearer  alike  than  the 
Standard  wants  them  he  cannot  show  them  together. 

But,  even  if  at  some  future  time,  whether  with  such  a 
standard  as  they  have  now  or  with  something  different, 
it  becomes  unnecessary  to  breed  two  distinct  lines  of 
Barred  Rocks  to  get  exhibition  birds  of  both  sexes,  it 
will  still  be  true  that  breeding  will  consist  in  something 
more  than  mating  together  Standard  specimens  of  oppo- 
site sexes.  There  are  always  individual  differences  in 
birds.  It  is  only  the  rare  phenomenal  specimen  that 
shows  what  is  considered  perfection  in  all  particulars. 
The  rest  have  faults  of  various  kinds  and  degrees,  and 
skill  in  breeding  consists  largely  in  so  mating  that  the 
faults  of  each  bird  are  offset  by  corresponding  merit  in 
its  mate. 

COCK-GROW 

Cock-a-doodle-do ! 
Where  away  is  the  morn, 
That  you  sound  your  clarion-horn? 
Not  a  streak  of  light  in  the  East, 

Nor  the  faintest  ray 

Of  dappled  gray 
Is  yet  to  be  seen  —  not  the  least. 
Three  o'clock!  —  that  is  all; 
And  still  you  sound  your  call 
To  all  within  the  house  to  wake, 
And  into  their  hearts  their  burdens  take, 
Before  ever  the  day  is  born ! 
There  is  not  a  sign  of  the  dawn ; 
The  stars  are  burning  out,  'tis  true, 
But  no  eyes  see  the  day  yet  coining  through; 

The  world  is  fast  asleep  in  the  dark  ; 

Not  so  much  as  the  sound  of  the  watch  clog's 
bark ; 

And  still  this  Cock-a-doodle-do! 
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Cock-a-doodle-'/'* .' 
The  first  rich  ray  of  red 
Has  fallen  across  the  shed  ; 
And  from  his  perch,  once  more  the  call 
Of  the  warder  that  keeps  watch  for  us  all. 
Shrill,  and  clear,  and  high  is  the  note 
From  out  that  regal  throat, 
Pulsing  its  echoes  everywhere 
Through  the  frosty  morning  air, 
Down  the  valley  clear  to  the  mill, 
And  away  to  the  top  of  the  nearest  hill. 
The  cattle  get  up  from  their  long  night's  bed, 
And  the  boards  of  the  floor  creak  overhead ; 
The  horse  looks  out  from  his  darkened  stall, 
Like  a  lord  from  the  door  of  his  castle  hall; 
Over  the  roof  curls  up  the  smoke 
That  tells  of  the  stir  of  thrifty  folk  ; 
The  hens  on  their  perches  crowd  along, 
Aroused  by  their  lord's  resounding  song. 
And  now  the  sun's  clear,  golden  ray 
Falls  through  the  barn-chinks  on  the  hay  ; 
Into  the  pails  full  many  a  stream 
Of  milk,  that  is  rich  with  clotted  cream, 
Riddles  the  foam  in  a  zigzag  line, 
As  sweet  as  the  breath  of  the  yarded  kine. 

Cock-a-doodle-do.' 
There  he  is,  on  the  garden  gate, 
Crest  erect,  and  spirit  elate ; 
The  rain  has  been  falling  all  the  day 
And  no  eye  now  can  thread  its  way 
To  any  rift  or  lift  in  the  clouds 
That  pack  the  concave  in  such  crowds:  — 
But  chanticleer,  he  sees  the  sign. 
Where  wisest  men  can  read  no  line; 
A  prophet,  with  an  instinct  high, 
He  keeps  the  secret  of  the  sky, — 
A  favorite  child  of  Nature  he, 
That  knows  the  heart  of  her  mystery. 
And  at  that  Cock-a-doodle-do, 
And  cheery  flap  of  pinions,  too, 
The  household  to  the  windows  go, 
In  answer  to  the  call  they  know : — 
The  sky  grows  brighter,  and  the  blue 
Comes  forth  at  Cock-a-doodle-do! 

Cock-a-doodle-iio/ 

The  rival  he  has  overthrown 

Goes  reeling  to  his  roost  alone; 

And  he,  the  royal  conqueror, 

With  bloody  ruff'  about  his  throat, 
Sends  forth  his  strong,  defiant  note 
To  Chanticleers  near  and  remote, 

On  every  farmer's  broad  barn  floor. 

No  shouts  from  the  walls  of  proud  old  Troy 

Were  ever  given  with  half  the  joy 

That  fills  the  heart  of  this  brave  bird, 

And  he  makes  the  news  of  his  victory  heard. 

You'd  think  he  was  some  baron  bold, 

From  whom  the  rest  their  tenures  hold, 

Proclaiming,  on  the  garden  wall, 

His  fedual  watch  and  ward  for  all. 

Cock-a-doodle-c/o.' 
No  house  is  home  without  that  horn 
To  sound  the  hours  from  dawn  to  dawn. 
Before  the  eye  rise  curling  smokes, 
That  come  from  fires  of  country  folks, — 
A  stack  of  roofs, — a  low,  wide  door, — 
The  thump  of  flails  on  a  big  bam  door, — 
A  tented  field  of  corn  hard  by, 
About  whoss  stacks  great  pumpkins  lie, — 
Hens'  nests  snug  hidden  in  the  hay, 
And  children  hunting  half  the  day, — 
A  garden  filled  with  fruits  and  flowers, 
Where  birds  make  musical  the  hours, — 
(iood  cheer,  warm  welcomes,  and  bright  tires, 
That  till  the  wishing  heart's  desires. 
Oh,  Chanticleer!    Brave  ( 'hanticleer! 

They  voice  rings  through  all  history; 

Outstarting  from  the  mystery 
Of  Indian  jungles,  dark  and  drear, 
Thy  path  has  lain  through  (ireece  and  Rome 
To  the  door  of  every  farmer's  home; 
They  stamped  thee  on  their  ancient  coins, 

And  offered  thee  in  sacrifice 

Unto  their  heathen  deities, 
That  sprung  from  mythologic  loins; 
And  "  Plato's  man  "  thou  wert,  we  know, 
Above  two  thousand  years  ago ; 
And  Peter  felt  his  shameful  lie 
Reproved  by  thy  shrill,  chiding  cry, 
And  went  out,  weeping  bitterly. 
Thy  note  sends  every  ghost  to  bed. 
Afraid  to  show  its  guilty  head 
When  the  shadows  of  the  night  have  sped. 
They  set  thee  on  the  tallest  spires, 
Above  the  fog  of  earth's  desires, 
A  sort  of  lookout  in  the  sky, 
Interpreter  of  wet  and  dry, 
And  cheering  souls  to  victory. 

Thy  cock-a-doodle-do,  it  rings 

Through  winters,  autumns,  summers,  spring; 

At  every  hearth,  in  every  heart, 

The  tenderest  feelings  take  a  start; 

Thou  mayst  not  be  the  bird  of  Jove, — 

Thou  art  a  bird  that  all  men  love; 

There  is  no  bird  that  walks,  the  peer 

Of  strutting,  crowing  Chanticleer! 

— Thomas  Lackland,  1867, 
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CHARLES  M.  BRYANT 

ON  Tuesday,  Feb.  8,  1916,  Charles  M. 
Bryant  passed  away,  succumbing 
to  pneumonia  following  an  attack 
of  the  grippe.  He  was  ill  less  than  a 
week,  and  the  fact  of  his  illness  not  being 
known  to  most  of  his  friends  in  poultry 
circles,  the  news  of  his  death  came  to 
nearly  all  of  us  as  a  shock. 

Mr.  Bryant's  interest  in  poultry  began 
in  early  boyhood.  Karly  in  our  acquaint- 
ance he  related  to  me  many  interesting 
things  associated  with  his  youthful  expe- 
riences. Tbese  were  not  given  for  publi- 
cation at  the  time,  and  after  so  long  an 
interval  the  details  of  most  of  them  are 
not  clearly  recalled,  but  i  distinctly  re- 
member that  his  first  thoroughbred  fowls 
were  purchased  in  his  early  teens  with 
money  earned  by  assisting  a  milkman  on 
a  very  early  morning  route,  and  that  the 
birds  were  purchased  of  the  late  Philander 
Williams. 

Up  to  the  time  that  he  became  inter- 
ested in  Rhode  Island  Reds  in  the  early 
days  of  the  boom  in  that  breed  l'it  Games 
were  great  favorites  with  him  and  he  bred 
many  line  specimens.  After  he  took  up 
the  Reds,  however,  he  centered  his  inter- 
est upon  them  with  an  enthusiasm  that 
made  him  one  of  their  most  aggressive 
champions.  He  was  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive of  the  group  of  Red  breeders  respons- 
ible for  the  policy  by  which  the  Reds 
were  pushed  as  a  breed  not  recognized  by 
the  American  Poultry  Association  until 
the  breed  became  popular  under  a  stand- 
ard made  and  widely  distributed  by  its 
breeders.  He  came  into  prominence  in 
the  poultry  world  and  in  the  American 
Poultry  Association  as  the  leader  of  the 
movement  to  undo  the  action  of  the  asso- 
ciation admitting  the  Rose  Comb  Rhode 
Island  Red  to  the  Standard  as  the  Ameri- 
can Red. 

In  1907  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
association,  and  was  re-elected  threi 
times,  serving  four  years  in  that  oHice. 
Following  this  he  was  a  member  of  the 
executive  board  for  three  years  and  was  a 
candidate  for  re-election,  but  was  defeated 
by  the  erl'orts  of  an  element  in  the  asso- 
ciation which  had  become  bitterly  antag- 
onistic as  a  result  of  differences  over  as- 
sociation affairs.  Mr.  Bryant  was  advised 
by  his  friends  that  he  would  be  defeated 
unless  he  made  an  active  campaign  for 
votes,  but  this  he  was  not  willing  to  do, 
nor,  having  received  a  much  larger  vote 
on  the  nominating  ballot  than  the  com- 
petitor who  had  entered  the  field  against 
him,  was  he  disposed  to  withdraw  at  that 
stage. 

Fxcept  for  such  regret  as  anyone  has 
for  results  that  give  satisfaction  to  his 
enemies,  Mr.  Bryant  showed  no  feeling 
in  this  defeat.  In  fact,  he  found  in  it 
some  relief.  It  was  otherwise  when  the 
association  •  voted  the  meeting  at  which 
his  term  of  office  as  president  would  ex- 
pire to  Denver  instead  of  to  Boston  after 
lie  had  made  a  personal  request  for  votes 
for  his  home  city.  And  it  was  character- 
istic of  the  man  that  his  dissapointment 
was  greatest  because  he  was  deprived  of 
an  opportunity  to  show  his  appreciation 
of  the  honor  the  association  had  done 
him  in  giving  him  four  consecutive  terms 
as  its  head  by  inviting  all  who  would 
attend  the  convention  to  come  as  his  per- 
sonal guests. 

When,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
to  work  for  a  meeting  at  Boston,  I  went 
to  him  for  a  subscription  to  the  fund 
needed  for  a  campaign,  he  said  to  me: 
"You  get  what  you  need  for  your  cam- 
paign from  the  others.  I  will  send  a  per- 
sonal letter  to  the  members.  That  will 
be  my  contribution  to  the  campaign  to 
bring  the  meeting  here.    If  we  get  it  I'll 


take  care  of  every  expense  of  those  w4 
attend.  They  will  be  at  no  expense  for 
hotel  bills  or  entertainment.  The  meet- 
ing will  be  at  a  hotel  at  the  seashore,  and 
the  hotel  will  be  engaged  exclusively  for 
members  of  the  association  for  a  week. 
This  is  not  to  be  given  to  the  members  as 
an  inducement  to  vote  for  Boston.  I  want 
them  to  vote  to  come  here  without 
promises  of  entertainment  of  any  kind, 
but  if  they  vote  that  way,  I'll  see  that 
they  have  the  best  time  that  the^  ever 
had  at  a  convention.''  Boston  lost  the 
meeting  by  two  votes,  and  few  of  the 
members  have  known  what  they  missed. 

It  is  known  to  very  few,  even  in  this 
vicinity,  that  Mr.  Bryant  was  responsible 
for  the  first  of  the  series  of  fox  bounty 
bills  that  were  for  years  introduced  into 
the  Massachusetts  legislature  and  regu- 
larly turned  down  with  "  leave  to  with- 
draw." I  have  often  heard  him  refer 
with  amusement  to  what  he  termed  his 
owned  simplicity  in  presenting  such  a 
petition  by  a  very  few  signers  and  mak- 
ing no  effort  to  get  the  poultrymen  out  to 
support  it.  Only  one  man  beside  himself 
appeared  in  support  of  the  petition,  while 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  hunters  were 
there  to  oppose  it. 

While  tenacious  of  his  own  opinions 
especially  in  the  face  of  strong  criticism 
or  hostile  action  and  more  ready  to  tight 
those  he  regarded  as  enemies  of  himself 
and  his  plans  than  to  conciliate  them 
when  that  might  easily  have  been  done, 
he  was  as  tolorant  as  any  man  I  have 
known  of  criticism  in  a  friendly  spirit 
and  of  opinions  of  those  he  considered 
his  friends  that  were  not  in  accord  with 
his  own  views.  Although  fond  of  public 
life  and  of  political  excitement  he  was  too 
much  the  business  man  to  be  an  ordinary 
politician  and  was  disposed  to  resent  any 
reference  to  himself  as  a  politician;  but 
when  just  after  his  first  election  to  the 
presidency  of  the  A.  P.  A.  I  described 
him  in  this  paper  as  "a  politician  of  the 
better  sort,"  he  told  me  that  he  considered 
that  one  of  the  best  compliments  ever 
given  him,  for  while  he  had  never 
thought  of  that  phrase,  it  expressed  just 
what  he  tried  to  be. 


COLORS  OF  EGGS  AND  PRICES 


°  suming  public  will  pay,  but  there  are  a 
few  particular  people  who  are  willing  to 
pay  a  little  more  to  have  their  eggs  in 
white  shells.  What  difference  can  it 
make  to  the  brown  egg  breeders,  and 
why  all  this  fluff  and  feathers?  They 
may  be  able  to  educate  the  people,  but 
will  cost  them  a  great  deal  and  avail 
nothing.  The  white  egg  fad  should  be 
encouraged.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  this  fad  is  an  advantage.  In  the 
first  place,  white  eggs  can  be  produced  at 
a  less  cost  than  brown.  No  one  objects 
to  the  producers  of  brown  eggs  selling 
them  at  the  price  of  fresh  white  eggs,  if 
they  can,  but  they  do  not  want  to  sell 
their  white  eggs  at  the  price  of  fresh 
brown  egga.  At  this  writing  there  is 
seventeen  cents  difference  between  the 
highest  quality  of  white  and  brown  eggs 
in  New  York.  If  both  white  and  brown 
eggs  were  placed  on  the  same  level,  there 
would  naturally  be  a  reduction  in  price, 
and  in  all  probability  below  that  secured 
for  brown  eggs." 


OF  EGGS 


THE  following  is  an  editorial  clipped 
from  the  Western  Poultry  Journal, 
of  which  E.  E.  Richards,  president 
of  the  A.  P.  A.,  is  editor: 

"  The  White  Egg  Fad 

"Breeders  of  fowls  which  lay  tinted  or 
brown  eggs  seem  incensed  because  the 
New  York  market  discriminates  against 
them,  and  at  times  during  the  past  three 
months  there  was  a  difference  of  seven- 
teen cents  per  dozen  in  favor  of  white 
shells  for  eggs  of  equal  quality.  They 
contend  that  colored  eggs  are  just  as  good 
and  should  bring  the  same  price.  So  far 
as  the  quality  of  the  eggs  is  concerned, 
there  is  probably  no  difference,  but  people 
who  can  afford  fresh  eggs  at  a  time  when 
there  is  such  a  difference  in  the  price  can 
afford  to  pay  for  this  fad.  Producers  of 
brown  eggs  should  not  be  so  jealous  and 
try  to  tear  down  the  prestige  of  the  white 
egg.  If  all  colors  were  placed  on  a  par 
in  all  markets  it  would  benefit  them  noth- 
ing. It  would  simply  bring  the  white 
egg  on  a  level  with  the  brown,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  producers  of  white  eggs, 
with  no  benefit  to  the  producers  of  brown 
eggs.  This  looka  like  a  kind  of  "  dog  in 
the  manger ' '  game.  It  ia  not  a  acarcity 
of  eggs  which  makes  this  extra  price  for 
whites,  but  the  scarcity  of  this  particular 
kind.    Brown  eggs  go  as  high  as  the  con- 


It  would  be  interesting  to  know  upon 
what  quotations  Mr.  Richards  bases  the 
statement  that  there  has  been  8uch  a  dif- 
ference as  seventeen  cents  a  dozen  in 
favor  of  white  over  brown  eggs  in  New 
York.  The  usual  differences  is  3@4c.  at 
wholesale.  The  only  way  that  I  know 
that  a  difference  of  seventeen  cents  could 
be  discovered  ia  by  comparing  the  regu- 
lar quotation  on  nearby  brown  eggs  with 
the  special  quotation  on  extra  fancy  white 
eggs;  that  is,  to  compare  the  highest 
quotation  found  in  a  New  York  report 
for  brown  eggs  with  the  highest  found  in 
the  same  report.  Anyone  who  does  this, 
using  a  report  which  quotes  prices  on  the 
relatively  small  quantities  of  white  eggs 
that  will  command  a  high  premium,  and 
does  not  make  it  plain  that  this  is  a 
specialty  trade  of  small  volume,  might 
easily  make  this  mistake. 

The  trade  that  pays  an  extremely  high 
premium  on  large  extra  selected  choice 
chalk  wbite  eggs  is  a  very  limited  trade 
calling  for  limited  quantities  of  eggs 
larger  and  finer  in  appearance  than  the 
white  eggs  which  are  bought  by  the  or- 
dinary run  of  buyers  with  a  preference 
for  white  eggs  at  a  moderate  premium. 
No  corresponding  grade  of  brown  eggs 
goes  into  the  New  York  market  for  the 
simple  reason  that  such  eggs  sell  best  in 
Boston  where  brown  eggs  are  preferred. 

Outside  of  the  vicinities  of  New  York 
and  Boston,  and  of  the  Pacific  Coast  ter- 
ritory, where  leghorn  stock  so  predom- 
inates that  strictly  fresh  brown  eggs  are 
rare  and  so  the  fact  that  an  egg  is  brown 
makes  people  assume  that  it  is  from  the 
central  West,  there  is  no  preference  for 
one  color  of  shell  over  the  other. 
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OWEN  FARMS' 
MATINGS 

FOR  lQlO  IIN 

BUFF  ORPINCTONS 
WHITE  ORPINCTONS 
WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES 
S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 
and  S.C.WHITE  LEGHORNS 

Are  Better  and  Stronger 
Than  Ever  Before 

EGGS  FROM  BEST  MATINGS  IN 
AMERICA,  $10  for  15  ;  $30  for 
50;  $50  for  100. 

EGGS    FROM    GRAND  GOOD 
MATINGS,  $5  for  15  ,  $15 
for  50;  $25  for  100. 

BIG  WINNINGS  AT  THE  PALACE 
AND  GARDEN  SHOWS,  NEW 
YORK,  AND  AT  BOSTON 

Breeding  birds  of  all  Qualities  for  sale 
at  lower  price!  than  yon  can  buy  birds 
approaching  them  in  producing  vulue. 

UTILITY  QUALITIES  UNSURPASSED 

My  Birds  Live,  Grow,  Lay  and  Pay 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed  Every  Custo- 
mer Every  Time. 

SEND   FOR   1!>1<>   MATINt;  LIST. 

Owen  Farms.  Vineyard  Haven.  Mass. 

MAURICE  P.  DELANO,  Proprietor. 
FRANK  H.  davkv.  Superintendent. 


Portable  Poultry  Houses 


COOP  FOR    12  HENS,$IO.OO 


$30.00 


IO  x  IO  ALL  PURPOSE  HOUSE 

Can  be  made  In  unite  to  any  length  desired. 
Just  right  for  brooders  or  brooder  stove. 
Kqually  good  tor  growing  stock 
or  laying  liens.  Prick, 

AVrite  for  free  Booklet  showing 
30  different  styles 

E.  C.  YOUNG  CO., 

3  Depot  St.,      Randolph,  Mass. 


Poultry  and  Pigeon  Supplies 


SAVAGE'S 


POULTRY  FEEDS 
ARE  UNEQUALED 


Fancy  Birds  for  Breeding  I'urposes.  Eggs 
for  [latching  in  season.    Send  for  Catalog. 

C.  T.  SAVACE, 

67  North  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


PROGRESSIVE  STRAIN 

S.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds 

"  WE  HAVE  NO  OTHER  BREEDS." 

At  Boston,  the  great  quality  show  of  Reds  for  1916,  we  won  1st  and  6th 
Pens  on  two  pens  entered. 

Hatching  Eggs  from  Prize,  Selected,  and  Utility  Matings 


PRIZE   MATED  PENS, 
SELECTED  MATED  TENS, 


UTILITY 


EXTRA  QUALITY   DAY  OLDS, 
Special  prices  quoted  on  1000  lots. 


15  eggs  $10  00 

15      "  5  00 

SO      "  13  OO 

lOO      "  30  00 

100      "  8  OO 

iooo     "       60  oo 

100  CHICKS,  $30  OO 

Write  for  Mating  Lists 


SPRING  FARM 

STEPHEN  H  PARKER,  Mgr. 


POULTRY  CO., 
Box  93,  Littleton,  Mass. 
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Mirimichi  Quality 

S.  Cm  Rhode  Island  Reds 
White  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  White  Wyandottes. 

Winners  at  New  York,  Boston,  Brockton,  Provi- 
dence, and  Attleboro.  Cockerels,  Pullets, 
Cocks  and  Hens  that  will  win  for  you.  Prices 
low.   Satisfaction  guaranteed.   Catalogue  free. 

MIRIMICHI  POULTRY  FARM, 

FOXBORO,  MASS. 

W.  H.  SAART,  Manager. 


ASHLAWN  FARM 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

Grown  on  range.  Open  front  houses.  For  years 
bred  for  Health,  Vigor,  Eggs  and  Meat.  Eggs  $7.50 
per  100.  A  limited  number  from  best  mattings 
$3.00  per  15. 

J.  M.  ALEXANDER. 

R.  F.  D.  1.  TAUNTON.  MASS. 


Neat  and  Convenient  Colony  House  Used  by  E.  O.  Damon,  No.  Hanover.  Mass.,  for  Soft  Roasters 


A  VOICE  CRYING  IN  THE 
WILDERNESS 

THAT  is  what  I  am  reminded  of  as  I 
read  in  the  American  Fancier  of 
February  5th,  an  open  letter  to  the 
members  of  the  American  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation, from  Prince  T.  Woods,  M.  D., 
managing  edtior  of  the  American  Poultry 
Journal,  calling  upon  his  fellow  members 
to  remove  from  office  somebody — it  is  not 
plain  who  is  meant — but  either  Grant  M. 
Curtis  who  holds  no  office  or  E.  E.  Rich- 
ards who,  as  president  of  the  association, 
is  presumably  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Curtis  to  the  several 
committees  of  which  the  latter  is  a  very 
active  member. 

Now,  in  the  Good  Book  the  voice  cry- 
ing in  the  wilderness  was  the  voice  of  a 
pioneer  of  important  undertakings,  and 
Woods  has  an  ambition  to  be  a  pioneer 
in  something  (which  I  think  is  highly 
commendable,  provided  he  does  not  try 
to  appropriate  credit  for  what  I  did  be- 
fore him).  So  if  Woods  wants  to  pioneer 
in  removing  Curtis  from  office,  appoint- 
ments, or  what-not,  I  will  forget  that 
Curtis  and  I  ever  differed  (before  the  San 
Francisco  meeting)  in  A.  P.  A.  matters, 
and  if  Woods  will  remove  Curtis  he  can 
have  full  credit  —  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned —  not  that  I  am  anxious  to  have 
Curtis  removed  —  but  I  would  rather  like 
to  see  how  Woods  would  go  about  it  after 
he  had  passed  the  open  letter  stage. 

Why  Woods  should  send  such  a  letter 
to  the  Fancier  is  a  conundrum.  As  editor 
of  the  American  Poultry  Journal  he  would 
seem  to  have  greater  facilities  for  influenc- 
ing sentiment  through  that  medium.  I 
have  not  yet  received  his  February  paper 
and  am  waiting  with  interest  to  see 
whether  he  comes  out  as  strong  in  it  as  in 
his  personal  open  letter. 

When  I  met  Woods  at  the  P>oston  show 
he  was  in  great  distress  of  mind  because 
of  reports  that  had  reached  him  that 
there  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  make  the 
term  of  office  of  the  president  of  the  A. 
P.  A.  five  years  and  to  elect  Grant  M. 
Curtis  for  the  first  five  year  term.  I  told 
him  that  while  I  was  not  in  accord  with 
Mr.  Curtis  in  regard  to  what  the  associa- 
tion should  do,  and  the  attitude  that  it 
should  take  in  most  things  he  seems  to 
consider  of  paramount  importance,  I  had 
always  advocated  a  longer  term  for  the 
president,  and  that  as  Mr.  Curtis  was  be- 
yond all  other  men  industrious  in  ex- 
pounding his  views  about  what  the  asso- 
ciation should  do  and  in  willingness  to 
serve  it  in  any  capacity,  I  had  reached  the 


conclusion  even  before  the  San  Francisco 
meeting  that  Mr.  Curtis  ought  to  become 
a  candidate  for  president  of  the  associa- 
tion on  the  platform  of  his  policies  for  it, 
and  if  elected  he  would  stand  or  fall  and 
make  or  break  the  association  according 
to  his  success  in  carrying  out  his  policies. 

The  slimly  attended  meeting  at  San 
Francisco  by  act  or  resolution  indorsed 
about  all  the  Curtis  policies,  thus  relieving 
Mr.  Curtis  —  for  the  time  at  least  —  of 
going  before  the  association,  either  in 
person  or  through  a  candidate  identified 
with  his  policies,  for  an  endorsement  of 
them.  In  Woods'  open  letter  he  says :  — 
' '  From  the  recent  issues  of  the  Reliable 
Poultry  Journal  one  might  easily  assume 
that  Grant  M.  Curtis  had  been  appointed 
by  President  Richards  Supreme  Dictator 
of  the  American  Poultry  Association  and 
Investigator  Extraordinary  of  the  busi- 
ness and  morals  of  all  poultrymen."  It 
does  look  a  little  that  way,  but  there  were 
extenuating  circumstances.  Mr.  Richards 
was  in  a  hole — to  be  exact  he  was  in  sev- 
eral holes.  The  association  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  administration  of  his  prede- 
cessor, Mr.  Thompson,  but  with  Vice- 
President  Peters  in  the  chair,  had  appa- 
rently resolved  itself  into  a  committee  to 
vote  for  everything  that  Mr.  Curtis 
wanted — except  in  the  Harrison-Pennick 
case,  —  and  this  exception  is  easily  ex- 
plained by  the  fact  that  there  was  on  the 
ground  well  organized  opposition  to  what 
Mr.  Curtis  wanted,  and  the  opposition 
was  there  because  Mr.  Harrison  had  to 
be  there  to  protect  himself. 

Now  the  association,  doing  business 
under  a  preceding  administration,  having 
voted  to  do  the  things  that  Mr.  Curtis 
wanted  it  to  do,  Mr.  Richards,  in  mak- 
ing up  his  committees,  had  to  consider 
whether  his  appointees  would  enter 
heartily  into  the  work  to  which  they 
were  assigned.  As  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation he  has  a  certain  responsibility  for 
what  it  undertakes,  whether  in  accord- 
ance with  his  judgment  or  not.  On  the 
face  of  the  situation  it  does  not  appear 
that  an  association  having  between  six 
and  seven  thousand  members  ought  to 
put  one  man  on  more  than  one  commit- 
tee unless  that  is  absolutely  unavoidable. 
Mr.  Curtis  appears  to  be  chairman  of 
three  committees  —  Judiciary,  Standard, 
and  the  special  committee  to  investigate 
"huckstering."  No  exception  can  be 
taken  to  his  appointment  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Judiciary.  No  one  in  the  associa- 
tion is  better  qualified  to  serve  on  this 
committee.  If  the  association  was  to 
undertake  the  preparation  of  breed  stand- 
ards in  accordance  with  the  resolution 


introduced  by  Mr.  Curtis  it  was  not  only 
proper  to  appoint  him  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Standards,  but  it  shifted  as 
much  as  possible  of  the  responsibility  for 
this  measure  to  the  shoulders  of  the  man 
responsible  for  it.  The  same  holds  in 
regard  to  the  committee  to  investigate 
"huckstering."  Mr.  Curtis  started  this 
line  of  investigation  as  a  publisher.  In 
securing  an  endorsement  of  it,  and  an 
appropriation  for  continuing  it  from  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  Mr.  Cur- 
tis takes  one  move,  but  at  the  expense  of 
being  placed  in  a  position  which  I  venture 
to  say  will  prove  peculiarly  trying  to  him. 
There  is  a  lot  of  difference  between  inves- 
tigating on  your  own  hook  and  investi- 
gating for  someone  else.  President  Rich- 
ards played  good  politics  when  he  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Curtis  on  these  committees. 
The  appointments  were  in  accordance 
with  parliamentary  usage,  and  put  it  up 
to  Mr.  Curtis  to  take  the  lead  in  doing 
what  he  thought  this  association  ought  to 
do.  Not  only  so,  but  he  deserves  the 
thanks  of  every  member  he  did  not  ap- 
point to  either  of  these  committees.  Who 


has  been  used  over  30  years  by 

Successful  Poultrymen 
•  u.™.  Clean  Fowls 

Is  just  the  thing  for  sitters,  as  it  does  not  harm  eg 
or  chicks.    Keep  your  hens  free  from  lice  and  th 


^m^rvo.  juui  iieiio  iree  irora  nee  and  they 

will  thrive  and  be  profitable.    100  oz.  $1.00;  48  oz.  50 
cts..  15  oz.  25  cts.  Large  sample  of  Powder  or  Head 
lice  Ointment  10  cts.    'Secrets  of  Success  with  Paul 
try"  by  D.  J.  Lambert  for  2c  stamp. 
THE  KLEIN-LAMBERT  CO.,  426 Traders  Bldg., Chicago 


ROSE  COMB  REDS 

Bred  for  fourteen  years  from  the  best 
prize  winners  and  egg  laying  blood 
lines  in  the  country.  Foundation  cock 
a  many  times  prize  winner.  Customers 
have  made  exceptional  egg  records 
with  our  birds. 

ECCS,  $2  per  I  5;  $8  per  I  OO 
Selected  from  Two  Best  Pens 

$3  per  15 
DAY  OLD  CHICKS,  18c.  each 

M.  A.  DARTT, 

Maple  Crove  Farm, 
SPRINCFIELD,  VERMONT 


Guaranteed  to  Raise  ^ 
Every  Livable  Chick 

Thousands  of  poultrymen  are  now  raising  every 
strong  chick.    That  is  the  wonderful  result  of 
feeding  their  baby  chicks — 

pratts,  Baby  Chick  Food 

Costs  Only  a  Cent  a  Chick  for  Three  Weeks 

A  real  baby  food  for  baby  chicks— 75  percent  predigested.    It  carries  the 
newly  hatched  brood  safely  through  the  critical  three  weeks  period,  when 
losses  usually  occur.    Prevents  white  diarrhoea,  intestinal  trouble,  and  leg 
weakness.   Makes  bone,  muscle  and  rapid,  healthy  growth. 

It  Makes  Chicks  Live 

y  Mr.  Lester  Tompkins  known  throughout  the  poultry  world  as  a  most 
ft  successful  breeder  says,  "  You  can  certainly  quote  me  as  recommending: 
it  for  baby  chicks." 

25  lb.  bag  $1.50,  11  lbs.  $1.00.    Packages  at  50c  and  25c. 
Pratts  Poultry  Regulator  insures  early  maturity.  Costs  only  a  cent  a  fowl 
per  month.    25  lb.  pail,  $2.50.    Packages  at  $1.00,  50c  and  25c. 

Pratts  White  Diarrhoea  Remedy  positively  prevents  and  corrects 
this  common  and  usually  fatal  disease.    50c  and  25c. 

Pratts  Poultry  Disinfectant  kills  lice,  mites  and  all  vermin. 
One  gallon  can  $1.00,  quart  size  35c.  AM 
Pratts  Powdered  Lice  Killer  is  certain  death  to  lice, 
i  50c  and  25c,  in  sifter  top  cans. 

,1% 


PRATT  FOOD  COMPANY 
Philadelphia 
Chicago  Toronto 
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wants  to  go  about  in  these  United  States 
under  a  roving  commission  to  investigate 
"  huckstering  "  and  account  to  the  A.  P. 
A.  for  expenses,  or  to  undertake  to  get 
out  six  hooks  such  as  are  contemplated 
in  the  Curtis  resolution  providing  for  the 
publication  of  breed  standards  within  two 
or  three  years?  It  is  not  merely  parlia- 
mentary practice  and  courtesy  that  the 
mover  of  a  resolution  should  —  if  it  is 
passed  —  he  given  a  principal  part  in 
undertaking  to  put  it  into  efl'ect,  it  is 
right  and  proper  that  those  who  advocate 
measures,  and  work  to  secure  their  pass- 
age by  an  association,  of  whatever  kind, 
should  bear  the  burden  of  carrying  out 
the  purposes  of  such  measures.  Presi- 
dent Richards  ought  not  to  be  censured 
for  appointing  Mr.  Curtis  on  three  com- 
mittees. He  could  hardly  do  less  under 
the  circumstances,  and  the  appointments 
to  the  Standard  and  huckstering  commit- 
tees put  the  responsibility  for  these  meas- 
ures distinctly  where  it  belongs.  It  is 
now  up  to  Grant  M.  Curtis  to  show  the 
A.  P.  A.  a  good  deal  more  in  "  huckster- 


it  is  on  the  right  course.  In  fact,  I  would 
say  that  he  could  easily  do  so  unless  those 
who  disagree  with  him  organize  an  oppo- 
sition to  his  program  and  work  vigorously 
against  it  and  for  policies  which  they  can 
persuade  the  association  are  better. 

There  is  no  known  way  to  legitimately 
remove  from  otlice  men  who  are  doing 
their  prescribed  duties  or  exercising  their 
prerogatives  in  a  proper  manner.  There 
is  only  one  way  to  stop  proceedings 
under  any  resolution  voted  at  San  Fran- 
cisco :  That  is  to  hold  a  special  meeting 
of  the  association  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
worse  than  useless  to  call  such  a  meeting 
unless  those  who  want  it  are  quite  sure  it 
will  accomplish  their  purpose.  There 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  any  possibility 
of  undoing  at  a  special  meeting  anything 
that  was  done  at  San  Francisco,  for  while 
many  may  disapprove  things  done  there, 
no  particular  interest  is  so  aflected  that 
men  in  it  will  spend  time  and  money  to 
etlect  a  change.  The  only  case  that  I 
know  where  injudicious  action  at  an  A. 
P.  A.  convention  was  reversed  at  a  special 


<f- -  - 

Buff  Cochin  Cockerel 


ing"  cases  than  he  could  in  the  Harrison- 
I'ennick  case,  and  to  do  several  times 
what  is  possible  in  the  way  of  making 
revenue  producing  hooks,  or  else  to  ap- 
pear before  the  poultry  world  as  not  able 
to  carry  out  what  he  has  undertaken. 

So  why  should  anyone  who  does  not 
approve  of  Mr.  Curtis'  policies  find  fault 
with  Mr.  Ilk-hards  for  putting  it  up  to 
Mr.  Curtis  to  carry  them  out?  Mr.  Rich- 
ards will,  in  all  probability,  be  president 
of  the  association  until  August,  1917.  Xo 
matter  what  might  be  proposed  as  to  the 
term  of  his  successor,  he  was,  and  is, 
reasonably  assured  of  a  re-election.  As 
matters  stand  now,  while  the  association 
has  been  committed  to  several  of  Mr. 
Curtis'  policies,  Mr.  Curtis  is  committed 
to  show  the  association  and  the  poultry 
world  that  these  policies  are  right  and 
are  practical. 

A  year  from  this  time  when  the  ques- 
tion of  who  shall  succeed  Mr.  Richards 
becomes  more  acute,  Mr.  Curtis,  as  a 
committeeman,  will  have  done  what  he 
could  to  demonstrate  that  his  policies  are 
sound.  If  progress  along  the  lines  of  his 
work  is  slower  than  expected  he  may  still 
be  able  to  persuade  the  association  that 


meeting  was  when  the  meeting  at  Pitts- 
burg reconsidered  the  vote  on  the  admis- 
sion of  R.  C.  R.  I.  Iieds  to  the  Standard 
as  American  Reds,  made  at  the  slimly 
attended  Minneapolis  meeting.  In  that 
case,  the  action  of  the  A.  P.  A.  was  con- 
sidered by  most  breeders  of  the  variety 
detrimental  to  their  interests. 


The    Rhode   Island    White  Club 
Book 

The  1916  Year  Book  of  the  Rhode 
Island  White  Club  of  America  is  now 
ready  to  mail.  The  club  is  making  rapid 
strides,  and  the  "Whites"  are  gaining 
popularity  with  fanciers,  in  the  egg  con- 
tests, and  in  the  show  room. 

The  book  contains  68  pages  pertaining 
to  this  breed  and  the  workings  of  the 
club.  It  gives  standard  and  drawings  of 
the  model  birds,  and  many  other  items 
of  interest  which  will  prove  helpful  to 
every  Rhode  Island  White  breeder.  The 
book  is  free  to  all  club  members.  Any- 
one else  may  obtain  it  by  sending  twenty- 
five  cents  to  the  secretary. 

Send  %\  membership  fee  and  club  dues 
to  Nov.  1,  1916  and  receive  the  book  free. 

For  further  information  write  the  sec- 
retary, Mr.  C.  M.  Vertrees,  Cecilia,  Ken- 
tucky. 


is,  Incubators 

3  Styles-8  Sizes- $12  To  $40 


Start  Your  Hatches  Early 


This  Big  Book 
FREE 


yOUR  PROFITS  depend  on 

"  getting  your  chicks  out  early— 
early  enough  for  the  best  markets — 
ear  ly  enough  for  the  pullets  to  develop 
and  begin  laying  in  the  fall— when 
prices  are  highest.  Forearly  hatching 
you  need 

Cyphers  -  Built 
Incubators 

Dependable  in  any  weather.  Are  Self- 
Regulating.  Sell- Ventilating— practi 
cally  automatic.  II:  eh  maximum 
number  of  chicks  from  the  eggs  set 
strong,  sturdy,  healthy  chicks 
thatliveandgrow.Cyphers-hatched 
chicks,  brooded  in  Cyphers  Hrood- 
ers  and  fed  on  Cyphers  Foods,  de- 
velop rapidly  in  coldest  weather  and 
are  profit-makers. 

Take  No  Chances  on  inferior 
equipment.  Cyphers-built  Incu- 
bators are  standard  hatchers 
the  world  over. 

1916  Year-Book  FREE 

"The  I'rofits  in  Poultry  Keeping." 
172  pages.  Describes  complete  line 
of  Incubators, Brooders,  Foods, etc., 
also  "Cyphers  Service,"  including 
Books  and  Bulletins  that  you  get 
FKCE.   Write  today. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO. 

Factory  and  Home  Office:  Dept.     12,  BUFFALO,  N.Y. 

Iti  audi  Stores  and  Warehouses: 
New  York,  N.Y.,  41  Barclay  St.  Kan»MClty,Mo.,I9th«ndC«mpbell8te. 
Boston,  Jlnss.,  12-14  (  anal  St.  Dallas,  Tel.,  31C-SIN  X.  lVesUm  St. 

Chicago,  III.,  1421 W.  3Ttli  sis.  Oakland,  Cal.,8121  Broailwnj 


Cyphers 
Poultry  Foods 

Composed  of  pure, sweet, 
wholesome  grains.  No 
better  foods  obtainable  - 
cheaper  than  you  could 
prepare  same  mixtures  at 
home.  Sold  under  tftutr* 
attteeof  salisf  action.^  rile 
for  prices  and  3--pane 
book. "Poultry  Foods  and 
Feeding"— FREE. 


Fiske's  White  Leghorns 

2000  YEARLING  HENS  AT  90c.  EACH 

My  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns  are  noted  for  size,  stamina,  and  as  layers  of  large  white  eggs. 
I  have  two  thousand  yearlings  weighing  4  1-2  to  5  Ibg.  each  that  I  will  sell  in  any  number  desired 
at  ninety  cents  each.  Order  at  once.  If  you  are  not  ready  to  take  them  now,  make  a  deposit  and  1 
will  ship  when  you  are  ready. 

HARLO  J.  FISKE,  Box  6,  West  Springfield,  Mass. 


fAI  TXT  0 1M  •  A"*  Bone  Cu,ter  claiming  to  be  MANN'S  without  F.  W.  MANN  CO.  cast  on 
V^ALy  J  Iv/ll  4    its  surface,  is  an  imitation.   The  genuine  MANN'S  is  made  only  in  Milford. 

Make  Hens  Lay 

READ  THE  BOOK  THAT  TELLS  HOW 

Tells  you  how  to  make  hens  lay.  Gives  you  in  a  nutshell 
the  whole  matter  of  ri^ht  feeding.    Read  it  if  you  want  to 
know  the  real  value  of  fresh,  raw  bone,  which  contains  four  times 
the  egg-making  ingredients  that  grain  has.    You  must  feed  raw  green 
bone  to  promote  growth,  development  and  laying.   It  doubles 
your  profits  in  number  of  eggs,  fertility,  strong  chicks, 
large  fowls.  It  is  easily  and  quickly  prepared  with 

MAIUIWQ  latest  Model 
UMMI^IH  i3  Bone  Cutter | 

It  cuts  all  green  bone  with  all  adhering  meat  and  gristle; 
f    wastes  nothing  and  never  clogs.  Automatically  ad- 
justs cutting  to  your  strength.    Anyone  can  turn  it. 
We'll  send  yon  one  on  10  Days'  Free  Trial.   No  money 
down.  If  not  satisfactory,  return  at  our  expense.  Send  for  book  today. 
F.  W.  MANN  CO.   Box  5?»  Milford.  Mass. 


WHITE  PLYMOUTH 

ROCKS 

S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND 

REDS 


DAY  OLD  CHICKS 

from  the  two  best  utility  strains  of  the  two  best  general  pur- 
pose breeds  in  the  world.  Our  stock  has  been  bred  for  many 
years  for  health,  vigor  and  heavy  egg  production.  All  our 
stock  Is  range-raised  and  open-air  housed  the  year  round. 
We  trap  nest,  and  select  our  breeders  on  their  records.  All 
breeding  males  are  sons  of  hens  that  laid  200  eggs  or  better 
their  pullet  year. 

Our  Catalog  given  fall  details.    Send  for  it. 

ORCHARD  VIEW  FARM,  R.  F.  D.  5,  Holliston,  Mass. 


TRAP  NESTED  200-EGG  STRAIN 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES— BUFF  ORPINGTONS 

Cocks,  cockerels  from  hens  with  record:  breed  I  ne  liens  with  their  record.  After  January  15th  batching 
cues.  After  February  1st  baby  chicks.  In  selecting  breeders  you  cannot  beat  the  trap  nest  as  showing 
"  who  is  who"  among  layers.  Once  tried  out  no  other  kind  will  appeal  to  you.  Cost  more,  lay  more, 
profit  Is  more:  hence  worth  more.   Pleased  to  quote.   Guarantee  to  please. 

THE  BRA  Y  MAN    FARM,    R.  F.  D.  I  ,   WESTVILLE,  N.H. 


S.  C.  Reds 

Tompkins 


Barred  and  White  Rocks 

Parks  To  I  ma  ii -Sm  i  t  h 


W.  Leghorns 

WyckofT 


SUPERIOR  CHIX 

ORDER   NOW  NO  MONEY  DOWN 

Thoroughbred  Utility  Stock:  Hied  fop  Kck*:  None  Hetter:  Pew  as  Good.  Safe  delivery 
guaranteed.   Send  for  free  booklet.   Twenty-one  years  In  the  business.    Kxperlenee  counts. 

DAVIS  POULTRY   FARM,  Lock  Box  B,  BERLIN,  MASS. 
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Owen  Farms  Mating  List,  1916 

As  usual,  Owim  Farms'  Annual  Mating 
List  contains  detailed  descriptions  of  their 
matings  for  the  season,  with  such  history 
of  Owen  Farms  strains  of  Buff  and  White 
Orpingtons,  White  Plymouth  Locks, 
White  Wyandottes,  S.  C.  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  and  S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  and  re- 
marks upon  their  breeding  as  will  help 
prospective  buyers  to  appreciate  the  merit 
of  these  stocks  and  the  probable  value  to 
themselves  of  stock  from  the  various 
matings.  It  is  a  vest  pocket  booklet  of 
100  pages  of  plain  talk,  without  illustra- 
tions, and  is  supplementary  to  the  elegant 
large  catalog  issued  by  this  farm.  Every 
breeder  of  the  above  varieties  should  have 
this  mating  list.  We  would  go  farther 
and  say  that  everyone  who  breeds  any 
variety  of  poultry  will  find  Mr.  Delano's 
mating  lists,  as  they  appear  year  after 
year,  worth  a  careful  reading  and  worth 
preserving. 

A  New  Fence  Book  for  Farmers 

A  great  many  of  our  readers  have 
already  sent  in  for  the  fine  new  catalog 
issued  by  the  Brown  Fence  and  Wire  Co., 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  This  concern  has 
been  in  business  for  thirty-three  years 
and  in  that  time  has  built  up  an  enor- 
mous business  among  over  400,000  farm- 
ers. If  you  are  in  need  of  fence  or  gates 
for  any  purpose,  you  will  do  well  to  send 
a  postcard  to  this  company  for  their  1916 
catalog  which  is  just  off  the  press.  It 
contains  SO  pages,  shows  over  150  differ- 
ent styles  of  fence  and  gates,  quotes  prices 
direct  from  factory  to  you,  freight  pre- 
paid. It  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
catalogs  of  its  kind  we  have  ever  seen, 
and  will  doubtless  find  a  place  in  your 
home.  We  urgently  suggest  that  you 
write  for  this  new  catalog  today.  By 
sending  them  a  post  card  mentioning  the 
fact  that  you  are  a  reader  of  this  paper, 
your  request  will  receive  prompt  atten- 
tion. Simply  address  the  Brown  Fence 
&  Wire  Co.,  Dept.  27,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  catalog  will  come  to  you  by  return 
mail.  On  pages  64  and  65  of  this  catalog 
you  will  find  a  new  line  of  triple  angle 
steel  fence  posts  which  will  doubtless 
prove  of  additional  interest  to  you. 

Rat  Convicted  of  Crime 

The  United  States  Government  has  con- 
victed the  rat  of  the  following  crimes: 

He  attacks  and  kills  young  children 
and  even  bites  the  hands  and  faces  of 
grown  people  while  they  sleep.  He 
spreads  and  carries  rleas  and  vermin  of 
tbe  worst  form.  He  causes  a  property 
loss  of  at  least  $100,000,000  per  year.  He 
enters  households  to  spoil,  destroy  and 
carry  off  foods,  clothing,  etc.  He  kills 
fruit  trees  by  burrowing  and  gnawing 
under  them.  lie  attacks  and  devours 
chickens,  squabs,  geese,  ducks,  —  even 
young  rabbits,  pigs,  and  lamb,  killing 
them  by  one  deft  bite.  orst  of  all,  he 
carries  disease  germs  from  house  to  house 
and  is  the  chief  cause  of  spreading  the 
terrible  black  death  and  bubonic  plague 
which  kills  thousands  of  people  every 
year.  It  is  about  time,  as  an  individual, 
that  you  should  try  and  help  to  destroy 
this  peet.  The  Morisrite  Mfg.  Co.,  of 
Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  also  of  London,  Lyons, 
and  Canton,  manufacturers  of  the  famous 
Kat  Cure  in  tablet  form,  no  mixing  with 
other  foods,  kills  4  rats  for  1  cent,  will 
send  you  their  goods  to  try  before  you 
pay.  Don't  you  think  you  ought  to  try 
and  get  rid  of  rats  for  everybody's  sake? 

American  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn 
Club  Mas  New  Officers 

On  account  of  the  continued  illness  of 
his  wife,  Mr.  J.  H.  Henderson,  formerly 
secretary  of  the  club,  tendered  his  resig- 
nation at  the  annual  meeting,  and  Mr. 
Noel  Hall,  Harrisonville,  Mo.,  has  been 
appointed  to  take  his  place  by  tbe  execu- 
tive board.  Mr.  H.  V.  Tormohlen,  Fort- 
land,  Ind.,  the  newly  elected  president  is 
a  well  known  breeder  and  judge  and  very 
active  in  placing  the  Single  Comb  Brown 
Leghorns  to  the  front.  There  were  more 
Brown  I^eghorns  shown  this  year  than  in 
many  years,  and  the  club  with  a  complete 
new  list  of  otlicers  is  entering  upon  a  new 
era  of  usefulness.  Artists  are  preparing 
a  new  club  emblem,  and  the  president  is 
editing  the  new  club  catalog.  A  cam- 
paign is  on  for  new  members.  The  dues 
are  only  §1  each  year,  and  all  breeders 
are  urged  to  affiliate  themselves  with  the 
club  at  once  by  sending  their  application 
either  to  the  president  or  secretary. 


EDITOR  CORNMAN  SHOULD 
TAKE  A  FEW  EASY  LES- 
SONS IN  LOGIC 

THE  leading  editorial  in  the  Poultry 
Item  for  February  reprints  in  full 
our  recent  editorial  on  '  'The  Future 
and  Fancy  Stock,"  and  then  discusses  at 
some  length  some  of  Mr.  Cornman'e 
ideas  which  he  supposes  prove  that  a 
position  I  took  in  the  article  he  quoted  is 
wrong. 

What  Mr.  Cornman  says  that  he  takes 
exception  to  is  my  statement  that  it  is 
not  at  all  difficult  to  combine  good  per- 
formance with  good  looks.    Says  he:  — 

"  Now  this  reads  very  nice  and  sounds 
nice  and  easy  while  you  read  it,  but  we 
have  never  had  sufficient  evidence  sub- 
mitted to  us  to  agree  fully  with  this  state- 
ment. 

"The  utility  man  has  been  down-to- 
date  and  wide  awake,  losing  no  opportu- 
nity to  spread  printers'  ink  with  a  lavish 
hand  to  call  attention  to  the  world  at 
large  to  the  wonderful  performances  of 
his  birds. 

"  No  one  will  question  the  influence  it 
has  had  on  the  fancy.  When  Keller- 
strauss  placed  a  valuation  of  $10,000  on 
'Peggy,'  and  it  was  flashed  broadcast 
over  the  country,  he  was  branded  as  a 
fifty-seven  variety  liar.  The  claim  was 
made  that  it  was  impossible  to  produce  a 
fancy  fowl  on  which  an  honest  valuation 
of  $10,000  could  be  placed. 

"The  Hip!  Hip!  Hurray!  over  Lady 
Eglantine,  the  $100,000  hen,  has  almost 
subsided  and  yet  we  have  heard  little  or 
no  criticism  as  to  the  value  placed  on 
her ;  in  fact,  one  prominent  journal  went 
so  far  as  to  say  she  just  might  as  well  be 
called  the  million  dollar  hen,  for  nobody 
can  estimate  her  value. 

' '  On  the  one  hand  we  have  the  stand- 
ard bred  bird  which  in  her  day  possessed 
the  necessary  requirements  to  pull  down 
the  blue  ribbon  in  our  largest  poultry  ex- 
hibitions. Of  her  value  along  utility 
lines  there  is  no  record  and  we  doubt 
whether  she  would  ever  produce  enough 
of  eggs  as  a  utility  proposition  to  pay  for 
her  keep,  but  we  do  know  that  eggs  sold 
from  her  for  $10  each.  As  a  table  propo- 
sition she  would  dress  probably  six 
pounds,  and  would  bring  20  cents  a 
pound  in  the  open  market. 

"In  Lady  Eglantine  we  have  the  ab- 
normal egg  record  of  314  eggs  in  one 
year.  For  this  wonderful  performance 
she  is  entitled  to  pull  down  all  kinds  of 
ribbons  as  a  utility  bird  for  egg  produc- 
tion only.  Her  standing  in  the  show 
room  would  be  nil,  and  as  a  meat  propo- 
sition she  would  be  of  little  value. 

"It  is  a  consummation  devoutly  wished 
for  that  someone,  somehow,  somewhere, 
will  make  a  happy  combination  of  'Peggy' 
and  'Lady  Kglatine,'  and  give  us  a  breed 
that  will  not  only  meet  all  the  standard 
requirements  of  the  former,  but  will  also 
possess  the  utility  qualifications  of  the 
latter.  The  day  may  come,  but  it  will 
be  long  after  the  writer  has  passed  the 
Great  Divide. 

"  The  writer  knows  he  will  be  taken  to 
task  for  this  editorial,  but  to  justify  him- 
self wishes  to  say  that  he  has  made  a 
careful  study  of  tbe  utility  for  some  time 
past,  both  in  and  out  of  the  show  room. 
We  were  very  much  impressed  this  sea- 
son at  a  number  of  shows  by  tbe  efforts 
made  by  the  utility  man  to  pull  down 
ribbons  with  birds  with  certified  egg 
records  above  the  200  mark.  We  know 
that  a  number  of  these  birds  were  sold 
by  breeders  who  made  the  claim  to  have 
high  class  show  birda  with  abnormal  egg 
records.  We  also  know  that  in  some  in- 
stances fully  as  great  a  sum  was  paid  for 


these  birds  as  was  being  paid  for  the 
highest  class  show  specimens,  and  we 
also  know  that,  with  one  exception,  we 
did  not  see  one  of  the  above  pull  down  a 
blue  ribbon,  and  the  exception  referred 
to  only  helped  to  pull  one  down,  for  she 
was  in  the  first  prize  breeding  pen  of 
White  Wyandottes. 

"  It  will  be  a  happy  day  when  we  can 
produce  high  class  show  specimens  in  all 
the  breeds  with  certified  egg  records  that 
will  exceed  200,  for  we  will  then  have 
ancy  plus  the  utility,  equaling  tbe  long 
looked  for  golden  days  of  the  p'liiltry- 
man.  It  means  a  hard  fought  battle,  but 
the  first  guns  have  been  fired  and  we  be- 
lieve that  the  warfare  will  be  waged  until 
this  happy  combination  can  be  consum- 
mated." 


I  don't  disagree  with  Mr.  Cornman's 
idea  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  make 
supreme  excellence  in  standard  quality, 
in  egg  production  and  in  table  quality 
the  common  characters  of  a  breed  of 
fowls,  and  I  don't  think  that  he  disagrees 
with  my  views  if  he  will  try  to  get  the 
correct  meaning  of  "good."  But  if,  as 
appears  from  what  he  says,  Mr.  Corn- 
man  supposes  that  there  is  any  possibility 
of  making  such  a  breed  as  he  describes,  I 
differ  radically  on  that  point.  To  discuss 
the  matter  upon  such  a  basis  is  to  take  it 
outside  of  practical  affairs. 

Hens  that  with  ordinary  good  care  in 
ordinary  good  poultry  practice  will  give 
flock  averages  of  150  eggs  per  year  are 
good  hens.  Hens  that  are  sufficiently 
alike  in  size,  shape,  and  color  to  show 
pleasing  uniformity  as  a  flock,  and  that 
are  vigorous,  thrifty  and  active  are  good 
looking  hens  —  whether  ' '  Standard  ' '  or 
not. 

It  is  just  at  the  point  of  combining 
"good"  quality  in  both  looks  and  per- 
formance that  so  many  fail.  The  practi- 
cal poultry  keeper  considering  only  eggs 
or  meat,  is  often  too  indifferent  to  those 
points  of  good  looks  that  he  could  have 
just  as  well  as  not  by  simply  using  a  little 
care  in  selecting  his  breeding  birds.  The 
majority  of  fanciers  are  faddists  on  color 
and  do  not  get  the  uniformity  in  other 
characters  in  their  stock  that  is  necessary 
to  make  it  really  good  utility  stock. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  get  the  combination 
that  is  in  general  demand,  and  those  who 
try  to  meet  that  as  well  as  the  demand 
for  extraordinary  birds  are  going  to  get 
the  trade  in  the  future. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

BOSTON  WINNERS,  1914-15 

FIRST  COCKEREL.  1915.  A.  G.  Duston,  judge 
J  can  furnish  yuu  luveders  al  ritfht  prices.  Mali-*, 
13  up:  Females,  up;  m  l  nilliiunte  you  on  a  pen 
old  or  young.  If  It  is  breeders  or  layers  I  ran  sup- 
pi;  you.  Eaua  $!>  per  setting:  'i  settings  til;  !i  set- 
tings $12;  Utility  Kggs  *S  per  100.  Satisfaction  guar. 
FRED  E.  NOVES,  Box  17:1.  Marlboro.  >l.i~s 


WHEN  YOU 
FEEL 

a  tickling  in  the  throat 
and  you  begin  to  snuffle, 
you  know  you  are  in  for 
a  cold,  but  do  you  know 
that  by  taking  on  sugar 
in  a  little  sweetened  water 
a  few  doses  of 


Johnson's 
^fflnlment 


You  can  ward  off  a  cold, 
or  if  started,  break  it  up 
quickly  ? 

IN  USE  OVER  100  YEARS. 

25  and  50  Cents  at  Dealers. 
■I  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO,,  Inc.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Parsons'  Pills  KeepRehgu£?we,s 


Cultivate  Horse  Msfi 

Garden,  Field,  or  Farm 

INCREASING  DEMAND.  LARGE  PROFITS 
100  Root  Sets,  with  Full  Information,  $1 

Write  for  list  of  our  $1  Friend  Makers,  consist- 
ing of  all  kinds  of  Fruit  Trees,  Berries,  and  Koses. 

ECCS  WANTED 

In  Payment  for  Nursery  Stock. 

VALLEY   FARM  CO., 

NEWBURCH,  N.  Y. 


S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS 

Bred  and  trap  nested  six  years  for  sl/.eand  heavy  egg 
production,  and  nave  a  record  of  207  eggs  per  lien. 
Baby  Chick"  Hatched  to  Order  $  1  ■;  per  100 
25%  cash  must  be  sent  with  order.    Balance  two  or 

three  days  before  shipment. 
EGGS.  $G  per  100.    F.  nilii>  warranted. 

PLEASANT  POULTRY  YARDS, 

J.  H .  Woodhead,  Prop.      Leicester,  Mass 


Anconas 

I  have  two  pens  of  dark,  typy  females.  One  headed 
by  1st  cock,  one  by  1st  cokerel  at  the  Bangor  show. 
Both  standard  size,  line  color  and  style. 

Esks  from  these  Pens,  $2.60  per  l  ."> 

IV.  H.  NORTHUP, 
BANGOR,  -  MAINE. 


Write,  if  your  dealer  cannot  supply  you 
FREDERIC  MILLER  S 

TRAP  NESTS 


ARE  SECOND  TO  NONE 

FREDERIC  MILLER.  Box  303D,  PLATTSBURG,  N.  Y. 


BARRED  ROCKS  AND 
S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS 


HATCHINC 
ECCS 


fO) 


DAY  OLD 
CHICKS 


ECCS  (variety)  $6 

1500  CHOICE  BIRDS 


Trade-Mark  U.  S.  Pat.  Of. 
PEB 


CHICKS  (SSff)  $20^ 

N  OUR  BREEDINC  PENS 


Ever;  esre  and  every  cliick  shipped  produced  from  our  own  breeders  on  our 
own  farm.    Order  early.    No  deposit  required.   Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
SEND   FOR  CIRCULAR 

Twin  Oak  Poultry  and  Ecc  Company, 
williamstown,  mass. 

Largest  aud  most  complete  poultry  plant  in   Western  Massachusetts. 
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The  Editor's  Question  Box. 


In  this  department  the  editor  will  answer  miscellaneous  ques- 
tions on  poultry  topics,  and  all  special  requests  for  his  personal 
views  which  can  be  answered  briefly.  Inquiries  will  be  answered 
as  promptly  as  possible  and  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  received. 


Breeding  From  Wry  -  Tailed  Birds 

(B. )  —  "I  have  a  very  fine  cockerel,  fine  in 
every  section  a8  to  color,  shape,  and  size ; 
also  there  with  the  vigor.  This  bird  car- 
ries his  tail  slightly  to  one  side,  and  on 
examination  I  found  that  the  backbone 
is  perfectly  straight  and  normal  from 
outward  feel  and  appearance,  but  what 
we  commonly  call  the  Pope's  nose  is 
carried  a  little  to  one  side,  although  it  in 
itself  is  not  deformed.  Question: — Do 
you  think  a  bird  having  the  above  defect 
would  transmit  the  effect  to  his  offspring? 
I  have  always  been  afraid  to  use  a  bird 
having  such  a  defect  heretofore,  but  this 
particular  bird  being  such  a  fine  speci- 
men otherwise,  I  hate  to  throw  him 
down.  I  have  spoken  to  several  breeders 
about  this  point  and  they  are  about  evenly 
divided  in  their  opinion." 

No  one  can  say  positively  whether  this 
defect  will  be  transmitted  or  to  what  ex- 
tent. The  common  practice  among  good 
breeders  ia  that  when  a  bird  with  such  a 
fault  has  special  merit  enough  to  warrant 
breeding  from  it  in  expectation  of  secur- 
ing progeny  with  its  merit  and  without 
its  peculiar  fault,  the  bird  is  used  in  a 
special  mating  and  its  blood  not  mixed 
with  the  general  stock  until  it  is  found 
safe  to  do  so.  This  is  if  it  is  found  that 
the  fault  is  not  transmitted  to  any  large 
proportion  of  the  offspring,  or  when  it 
has  been  bred  out  of  a  line  of  the  off- 
spring. While  it  is  possible  that  the  wry 
tail  in  this  case  is  due  to  an  external 
cause,  the  trouble  is  so  common  that  the 
presumption  always  is  that  it  is  constitu- 
tional and  likely  to  be  transmitted.  The 
wise  breeder  does  not  use  such  a  bird 
where  it  may  get  him  in  trouble  with  his 
customers,  but  tries  it  out  and  then  de- 
cides according  to  results  whether  it  is 
worth  while  to  continue  to  breed  the  line 
and  eliminate  the  fault. 

200-Egg  Hens  at  Petaluma.    (F.  H. 

E. ) — "  In  looking  over  the  July,  1915, 
World's  Work  some  time  ago,  in  an  article 
on  the  Panama  Pacific  Exposition,  French 
Strother  says :  'The  farmers  around  Peta- 
luma, California,  the  greatest  egg  pro- 
ducing region  in  the  world,  kill  every  hen 
that  lays  less  than  20)  eggs  a  year.  What 
they  have  done  can  be  done  anywhere.' 
Now  that  sounds  rather  fishy  to  me,  or 
have  I  been  asleep  the  last  few  years  and 
not  noticed  the  big  advance  in  egg  pro- 
duction?" 

Egg  production  has  nowhere  reached 
the  stage  where  only  200-egg  hens  are 
allowed  to  live.  Although  here  and  there 
we  have  breeders  who  make  that  or  some 
higher  figure  representing  performance  a 
qualification  for  the  hens  they  use  as 
breeders,  no  one,  so  far  as  I  know,  has 
every  tried  so  stringent  a  rule  in  selecting 
layers.  I  don't  know  anything  about 
Mr.  Strother's  qualifications  to  report 
poultry  matters,  but  the  statement  quoted 
from  his  article  seems  to  mark  him  as 
one  who  indulges  in  very  broad  generali- 
ties upon  matters  with  which  he  is  not 
very  well  acquainted. 

Feeding  Chicks.  (E.  H.)— "Do  you 
feed  bone  meal  to  chickens  from  the  start, 
and  in  what  quantities?  Do  you  consider 
bran  a  desirable  feed  for  small  chickens? 
In  addition  to  the  chick  feed  which  would 
you  consider  the  best  for  little  chickens, 
Spratt's  Patent  Chick  Meal  or  sweet  skim- 
med milk?  I  do  not  have  the  time  to 
prepare  johnnycake." 

Chicks  in  small  lots  under  natural  con- 
ditions do  not  need  special  supplies  of 
bone  in  any  form.  In  large  lots  and  as 
close  confinement  as  is  usual  with  large 


lots  of  baby  chicks  under  artificial  con- 
ditions it  is  advisable  to  give  bone  or 
other  mineral  matter  after  the  chicks  are 
about  a  week  old.  I  prefer  finely  cracked 
bone  to  bone  meal.  Put  in  a  dish  or 
trough  where  the  chicks  can  get  at  it  and 
let  them  take  what  they  want. 

Spratt's  Chick  Meal  is  designed  for  use 
as  a  ration  in  itself.  It  may  of  course  be 
used  to  supplement  other  foods,  but  as  it 
is  richer  than  most  mixed  rations,  and 
skim  milk  is  about  the  most  diluted  form 
of  animal  food,  there  could  hardly  be  a 
question  of  substituting  one  for  the  other. 

Breeding  from  Birds  from  a  Weak 
Stock.  (E.  H.) — "Would  you  breed 
from  a  cockerel  which  came  from  a  flock 
from  which  the  owner  lost  a  good  many 
chickens  a  few  years  ago  from  '  going 
light?'  I  believe  there  has  been  no  re- 
currence of  the  disease.  Is  the  tendency 
to  this  disease  inherited?" 

"Going  light"  is  not  a  disease,  but  a 
symptom  or  condition  which  may  be  due 
to  any  one  of  a  number  of  diseases,  or 
simply  to  lack  of  nourishment.  I  would 
not  hesitate  to  use  for  breeding  a  bird 
that  was  itself  satisfactory  in  vitality  and 
vigor  because  a  few  generations  back 
there  had  been  weakness  in  the  stock 
from  which  it  came. 


AMERICAN  POULTRY  AS- 
SOCIATION ANTICS 

THE   American  Poultry  Association 
has    been  cutting  a  few  didoes 
again.    As  a  dido-cutter  this  asso- 
ciation is  some  little  cutter  with  scallops 
all  around  the  edge.    At  the  meeting 
held  in  San  Francisco  last  month,  it  was 
solemnly  resolved  that  hereafter  the  asso- 
ciation should  have  an  official  Board  of 
Censors,  the  duty  of  said  Board — capitals 
please  —  being  to  examine  the  advertise- 
ments and  catalogs  of  poultrymen,  and 
eliminate,   delete,    efface,   destroy  and 
otherwise  eradicate  any  statement  that 
departs  in  any  way  from  strict  facts  as 
the  Board  understands  facts.    Cute  little 
antic,  was  it  not?    Imagine  how  it  would 
work.    Here  is  an  advertisement  in  a 
poultry  magazine  which  claims  that  the 
Anglo-Americans  of  the  advertiser  are 
the  model  from  which  all  Anglo-Ameri- 
cans are  made.    The  censors  should  take 
this  matter  up.    Another  says  his  birds 
are  the  best  in  the  world,  and  another 
that  his  are  the  world's  best,  and  still 
another  that  his  are  the  birds  from  which 
the  world's  best  started.    It  will  take 
some  censoring  to  get  these  three  claims 
planed  down  so  they  will  jibe  with  the 
truth.    Then  comes  a  man  who  won  one 
first  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition 
show  and  proclaims  in  large  and  very 
black  type  that  his  birds  won  the  most 
coveted  prizes  at  San  Francisco  where  he 
met  the  best  breeders  in  the  world  and 
bagged  them  for  his  own.    Seems  to  us 
this  claim  is  just  a  little  bit  too  big  for  a 
conscientious  Board  of  Censors  to  deglu- 
tinate  with  ease.    These  are  just  a  few  of 
the  things  the  Board  of  Censors  has  be- 
fore it.    It  might  begin  by  paring  down 
the  claim  that  the  American  Poultry  As- 
sociation is  the  largest  livestock  associa- 
tion in  the  world.    Comparatively  speak- 
ing, the  world  is  but  a  speck  of  matter  in 


IT'S  TIME 

They  know, Poi*  ttietV 
delicious  Feed  of 

STARTING  FOOD 

the  only  baby  chick  food  with  buttermilk  in  it 
Just  right  for  the  first  three  weeks.    Helps  keep  off  chick 
diseases,  gets  chicks  started  right.    It  makes  strong  sturdy 
chicks  that  grow  into  big  birds,  good  breeders,  big  egg 
producers — real  money  makers. 

Bags  $1.00  to  $5.75— Packages  10  to  50c— BUY  A  BAG 

A  big  free  sample  at  your  dealer's  or  we'll  send  it  direct  with  Con- 
key's  Poultry  Book  for  10  cents  stamps  and  your  dealer's  name. 

THE  G.  E.  CONKEY  COMPANY 


loao  Conkey  Bldg. 


Cleveland,  O. 


a  quite  good  sized  universe,  but,  compar- 
atively speaking  again,  it  is  quite  a  chunk 
of  mud  and  water  as  compared  with  a 
human  being,  and  there  are  quite  a  lot  of 
livestock  associations  in  the  world.  One 
of  them,  the  Holstein-Friesian  Breeders' 
Association,  had  on  Nov.  15,  1915,  7,729 
members,  and  had  in  its  treasury  right 
around  $21*0,00(1  good  iron  dollars.  This 
happens  to  be  the  largest  livestock  asso- 
ciation in  the  world,  but  there  are  several 
more  that  have  quite  a  few  members,  all 
of  them  alive,  not  a  dead  one  being 
carried  on  their  books.  When  a  man 
joins  the  American  Poultry  Association, 
and  pays  his  ten  dollars,  he  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  until  the  end  of  time. 
No  matter  if  he  never  votes,  never  peeps 
about  the  association,  he  is  carried  on  the 
roster  until  someone  solemnly  announces 
to  the  brethren  assembled  that  he  has 
passed  into  a  country  where  poultry  is 
unknown.  Taking  the  annual  vote  as  a 
criterion,  the  American  Poultry  Associa- 
tion has  possibly  2,000  real  members  who 
are  still  animate  and  able  to  mark  a  bal- 
lot. The  remainder  count  for  association 
effectiveness  about  as  much  as  does  last 
year's  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing. Yet  in  the  face  of  this  we  see  con- 
stantly the  claim  that  the  American  Poul- 
try Association  is  the  largest  livestock 
association  in  the  world.  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, your  duty  is  plain.  Five  hundred 
dollars  were  appropriated  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  this  Board  of  Censors  for  the 
coming  year.  If  it  does  all  it  is  expected 
to  do,  five  million  would  be  rather  a  small 
sum  with  which  to  tackle  the  job.  Now, 
really,  doesn't  it  look  like  the  work  of  a 
lot  of  little  boys  to  start  out  in  this  way 
to  reform  the  world  and  make  men 
honest? — Poultry  Life. 
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FREE 


CHAMPION 

Barred  Plymouth  Rock  Male 

AT  BOSTON,  1916 

Was  Won  by  IVAHOE, 

Our  famous  1915  Cockerel.    Four  of 

his  sons  were  also  winners. 
Three  First  Prizes  and  Best  Display  at 
the   recent  Madison  Square  Garden 
Show  on  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 

GROVE  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS 

Box  666,  WALTHAM,  MASS. 

BEAN'S  HARVARD  REDS 
Win  Again  at  New  York 

First  Pen,  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fifth  Cocks, 
First  Cockerel,  Second  Pullet,  and  Third  Hen  in 
Rose  Combs. 

Easily  the  Host  Sensational  Win  on 
Rhode  Island  Keel  Males  in  Histor) 
of  Madison  Square  Garden 

Add  to  this  record.  Second  Pen,  Third  Cockerel 
and  Second  Best  Display  In  Single  Combs  at  the 
same  show,  and  then  emulate  a  certain  gentleman 
of  historical  fables  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  of 
slumber.  You  know  Van  DID  wake  up. 
Descriptive  Circular,  Price  List,  and  Illustrated 
Mating  List  yours  for  the  asking. 

I.  W.  BEAN, 

334  Pond  St.   So.  Braintree,  Mass. 

BLACK  LEGHORNS 

5  COCKERELS,  $3  to  $10  each. 
Sitting  Fees  $l..r>0  and  $2. .10  per  sitting 
From  Boston  Winners  [or  Four  Years. 

J.  T.  KELLEHER, 

51  Cleveland  St.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

 ToOclrul  oi  ra>o  ^. 


RIDOFRATS 


>nous.  Guaranteed  to  destiny  the 
 juse  pest  from  corncribs.bins, poul- 
try houses,  stables,  etc.  No  results,  no  pay. 
ftnx  10c;  Doz.  boxes  $1  east  of  Mies. ;  $1.20 
went  of  Mian.  If  your  denier  can't  supply  you 
Ord«r  dJMGt.    Write  for  cataloo.  tt  tell*  theatoru. 

Bert* Beard Mfg  Co. 61  Fleet  PL.B'klyn  ,N.  Y. 


Cost"  u°lf  as  much  as 
netting,  lasts  6  times  as  long. 
.i.^LX4.  '     Get  book  of  f  reight  prepaid  prices, 
rtx       Direct  from  factory.  150stylesof  fence, 
gates  and  steel  posts.     Samnle  also  free 
Brown  Fenced  Wire  Co.,  Dept.  27  SleTelapd.O. 


"first  Aid  to  Poultry  Keeper^' 

Written  by  man  who  has  devoted  his  life 
to  poultry— book  teems  with  pointers 
and  real  secrets  on  how  to  raise 
more  and  better  chicks,  get  KMXt 
hatches,  produce  prize  winners. 
TellB  how  to  save  money  on  incuba- 
tors and  brooder*— illustrates  many 
with  very  latest  improvements.  Need- 


When  writing  to  Advertisers  always 
mention  Farm-Poultry 


nd  othe__. 

.oday.. edition  limited.  Model 

Incubator  Co  Henry  St.,  Buffalo, 

H.Y.  Also  39  Barclay  Street.  H  r 
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EFFECT  OF  GREEN  FOOD  ON 
EGG  PRODUCTION 

' '  \  7ISITORS  t0  tne  competition 
y  grounds  last  year  noticed  the 
wide  difference  in  consumption 
of  green  food  by  the  different  pens;  in 
every  yard  ( rye  and  rape  had  been  sown 
in  the  spring  of  1915  in  each  yard )  when 
pen  scores  were  low,  the  rye  and  rape  had 
been  entirely  cleaned  off,  the  layers  eating 
every  sprig  in  preference  to  mash  or 
grain. 

"On  the  other  hand,  all  high  scoring 
pens  ate  so  little,  if  any,  green  food  that 
the  rape  and  rye  growth  was  so  rank  the 
birds  were  completely  hidden  when  in 
the  yards. 

"  To  the  most  casual  observer,  the  ex- 
planation was  simple,  the  heavy  layers 


ing  conclusions  from  performrnces  at  lay- 
ing contests.  Those  in  charge  of  these 
contests,  and  nearly  all  persons  making 
observations  upon  egg  production  in  ex- 
perimental work,  attach  much  import- 
ance to  the  use  of  the  same  ration. 

In  academic  poultry  culture  it  is  now 
very  widely  assumed  that  fecundity  is  a 
somewhat  independent  character  and  that 
"high  producers"  lay  well  because  they 
have  "  high  fecundity,"  and  low  pro- 
ducers will  not  lay  well  because  they  have 
"low  fecundity,"  and  therefore  cannot. 
Reasoning,  apparently  from  such  prem- 
ises, Mr.  Turner  declares  that  the  high 
producers  in  these  contests  have  been 
"non-consumers"  of  green  food  and 
have  been  notably  more  healthy  than  the 
low  producers  which  weie  characteristic- 
ally heavy  eaters  of  green  food.  Hence 
he  concludes  that  green  food  is  not  as 


jurious  extent,  and  needed  some  medicine 
to  clean  out  systems  clogged  with  nice 
tender  rye  and  rape.  He  does  not  seem 
to  be  aware  that  tender  green  food  in  un- 
limited quantity  is  the  safest  and  surest 
remedy  for  fowls  that  have  developed 
disorders  due  to  too  much  concentrated 
food. 

Assuming  that  all  pens  of  fowls  were 
let  into  the  yards  at  the  same  time,  and 
when  the  growth  in  all  yards  was  at  the 
same  stage,  the  fact  that  certain  pens  ate 
much  more  of  it  than  others  shows  that 
they  needed  it  —  that  the  ration  that 
suited  the  others  did  not  suit  them,  and 
the  fact  that  the  ration  had  not  agreed 
with  them  is  a  reason  for  their  lower 
production.  Whether  with  feeding  that 
suited  them  they  would  have  ranked 
with  the  high  producers,  no  one  can  say, 
but  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  in 


i 

keeping  close  to  the  mash  hopper  from 
daylight  to  the  very  moment  of  opening 
the  whole  grain  automatics  around  3.30 
to  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

"  It  is,  in  the  face  of  two  years'  experi- 
ence in  these  laying  competitions,  hard 
to  agree  that  green  food  is  essential  to 
egg  production,  or  that  the  same  bulk  of 
green  food  will  make  as  many  eggs  as  an 
equal  bulk  of  mash,  wet  or  dry,  and  dry 
grains. 

"  Without  exception,  every  layer  with 
a  record,  in  the  third  and  fourth  compe- 
titions, has  been  almost  a  non-consumer 
of  green  food;  it  is  equally  true  that 
heavy  layers  maintain  better  health  than 
poor  layers,  and  with  one  single  excep- 
tion of  a  ruptured  oviduct,  not  a  heavy 
layer  has  died  in  either  competition. 

"  Now,  if  green  food  is  essential  to  good 
health,  its  non-consumption  by  heavy 
layers  in  the  competition  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for  by  their  stamina  or  the  intes- 
tinal cleanliness  secured  through  the  use 
of  the  system  practiced  for  two  years. 
Also,  it  must  be  evident  that  the  heavy 
eaters  of  green  food  required  the  cleansers 
in  order  to  overcome  the  effects  of  a  too 
liberal  indulgence  in  non- flesh  forming, 
non-egg  producing  waste  material."  — 
F.  V.  L.  TURNER*,  in  Philadelphia  North 
A  merican. 


The  First  Columbian  Wyandottes 

essential  to  health  as  is  commonly  sup- 
posed, and  that  either  high  producers 
have  more  stamina  than  others  or  bene- 
fitted more  from  some  intestinal  cleaning 
dope  that  was  given  the  fowls.  He  con- 
cludes also  that  this  dope  was  required  to 
correct  conditions  caused  by  a  too  liberal 
indulgence  in  green  food.  This  last  is  a 
very  lame  inference,  seeing  that  the  dope 
did  not  appear  to  produce  the  effect  in- 
tended. 

I  would  not  be  at  all  dogmatic  about 
this  case  without  knowing  more  detail 
than  is  given,  but  I  think  that  careful 
examination  into  the  circumstances  would 
show  that  the  diflerence  in  quantities  of 
green  food  consumed  was  very  much  less 
than  is  indicated  in  the  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  yards.  Mr.  Turner 
seems  to  take  the  position  that  the  hens 
that  ate  most  green  food  ate  it  to  an  i li- 


the mind  of  anyone  who  has  any  skill  in 
handling  hens,  that  with  a  ration  that 
kept  them  in  condition,  those  poor  layers 
would  have  laid  much  better. 

Assuming  as  stated  above:  The  hens 
that  were  out  of  condition,  eating  a  little 
more  green  food  from  the  start  than  the 
others,  would  keep  it  down,  while  in  the 
other  yards  it  grew  beyond  the  stage 
when  it  is  most  relished  by  the  fowls. 
They  would  eat  less  of  it  on  that  account, 
but  at  that,  might  eat  all  that  they  re- 
quired without  making  much  impression 
on  the  supply.  In  the  yards  that  were 
once  eaten  down  the  tender  new  growth 
would  be  appeti/ing  to  the  fowls  and  they 
would  eat  it  much  more  freely  than  older 
growth.  In  warm  weather,  especially, 
fowls  that  can  get  all  the  tender  green 
food  that  they  want  are  prone  to  fill  up 
on  it  and  eat  much  less  grain  than  neces- 
sary to  keep  up  a  good  egg  yield.  No 
one  but  some  of  the  extravagant  early  ex- 
ploiters of  sprouted  oats  ever  supposed 
that  green  food  was  as  effective  for  egg 
production,  bulk  for  bulk  as  given. 


PINE  RIDGE  FARM 

TRAP  NESTED        HICH  RECORD 

S.  G.  Rhode  Island  Reds 

AND 

Quality  S.  C.  White  Orpingtons 

Vigorous,  range-raised  stock.  Free  from  white 
diarrhea.  Tested  by  state  college.  Get  your  order 
In  early  for  hatching  eggs.   Send  for  mating  list. 

L.  G.  CALBRAITH, 

Box  246,        SOUTHBORO,  MASS. 


BLUE  HEN 

COLONY  BROODER 

As  large  as  a  130  brooder.  Unique 
curtain  attachment  allows  fresh 
air  without  tioor  drafts.  Grates, 
2,'a  times  usual  size.  Heats  large 
floor  area,  without  overheating 
house.  Satisfaction  or  money 
back. 

Write  for    big  "BLUE 
HEN  "  Book,—  Free 

WATSON    MFG.  CO., 

Drawer  24, 

$«   CP!       Lancaster,  Pa. 
|/|.OU  Manufacturers  of  Blue 
Hen"  Colony  Brooders, 
(Hot-Air  and  Hot- Water). 
"Blue   Hen"  Round 
Tray  Incubators, 
and  Round  Tray 
Mammoth  Incuba- 
tors. Special  prop- 
osition to  dealers. 


SAND'S 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns. 

A  Few  Fine  Cockerels  for  sale  at  $3  to  $/> 
All  from  High  Producing  Dams 

Day  old  chicks  from  my  own  stock  exclusively, 
after  March  1st,  1916.  All  my  birds  are  bred  for 
egg  production  and  standard  retirements. 

LEROY  E.  SANDS  POULTRY  FARM, 
Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa. 


MAKING  POULTRY  PAY 

depends  more  on  the  knowledge  you 
have  of  Poultry  Culture  than  on  expen- 
sive equipment  or  extensive  space. 

Let  Director  Qui  sen  berry  teach  you  how  to 
make  a  good  living  and  a  nice  profit  from  a 
tio-'k  of  thrifty  hens. 

If  you  want  to  Bave money  and  make  money 
in  the  poultry  business  write  ua  today  for  our 
largo  illustrated  Free  Book,  "Dollara  and  Sense 
in  the  Poultry  Business." 

AMERICAN  SCHOOLOF  POULTRY  HUSBANDRY 
Box  69  Mountain  Grove,  Missouri. 


MAGENTA  POULTRY  FARM 

ESTABLISHED  1898 

S.  G.  and  R.  G.  Rhode  Island  Reds. 

Kggs  by  sittings  or  hundreds.  My  1916  matlngs 
contain  winners  from  Madison  Square  Garden,  New 
Haven,  Conn,,  and  Springfield,  Mass.,  shows.  Fine 
Single  Comb  breeding  males,  $10  each.  Will  send 
them  on  your  approval.  Free  circular. 
F.  E.  WOODAKD,  E.  Eongmeadow,  Mass. 


IGEONS  IVY 


ottor  Than  Chlckons  1 

■M  M  V.M,-'  '■,,,'[,  ui'.'.'-i,  ^ 
ksold.  Big  demand  in  eity  mi 
i.  Each  pair  of  pigeons  out  . 
t  $■!  per  year.  Always  penned 
Very  little  space  nnd  money 
needed  tu  start.  Freo  Book  explains  all.  Ma- 

JESTIC  SqUAH  Co.,  Dept.  05      AUKL,  IOWA. 


I  i£  FREE 

:■*»  book 


ONLY   RATS  WILL  EAT 
TRY  BEFORE  YOU  PAY 
KILLS  4  RATS  fOH  1  CENT 

vtrtoitt  Hft  Ct.  Out  is  KmritaM,  ii.i..o.s.«. 


Mr.  Turner's  statement  and  argument 
illustrate  anew  the  peculiar  errors  of  ob- 
servation into  which  we  are  likely  to  be 
led  in  making  comparisons  of  and  draw- 


OUR  CHAMPION  SENSATION 

And  RED  PRINCE  Strains  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Reds 

Have  Won  This  Winter:  MORE  FIRSTS  at  Madison  Square  Garden  than  any  other  exhibitor.  They  won  ALL  firsts 
on  females,  something  never  before  accomplished  at  this  show.  They  won  three  times  as  many  firsts  at  Boston  as  any 
competitor.  They  won  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  Boston,  and  Providence  four  times  as  many  firsts  as  any  of  their 
competitors,  and  within  two  of  as  many  firsts  as  all  competitors  combined.  ALL  these  winners  and  many  others  are  in 
our  L916  I 'ens.    Send  Stamp  for  Mating  and  Price  Lists. 

A  Few  More  Cockerels  Left  at  Bargain  Prices 
RED    FEATHER    FARM,  TIVERTON  4  CORNERS.  R.  I. 
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B.  N.  Biiggs 

Who  Introduced  the  White  Wyandotte  ami  Originated  the  Columbia  Wyandotte 


SCRATCHINGS 

THE  editor  of  the  Country  Gentleman 
com  plains  that  ''it  is  only  among 
fanners  that  we  find  any  large  num- 
ber of  successful  men  who  declare  that 
they  learn  altogether  by  experience." 
He  cites  doctors'  and  lawyers'  interest  in 
their  professional  journals  as  an  illustra- 
tion of  how  in  other  fields  the  successful 
man  takes  pride  in  being  well  read  in  the 
literature  of  his  subject.  I  am  not  mu«-h 
acquainted  with  legal  and  medical  litera- 
ture, but  as  far  as  my  superficial  knowl- 
edge of  them  goes,  they  seem  to  me  to  be 
of  a  very  different  type  from  agricultural 
and  poultry  papers.  A  fundamental  rea- 
son for  this  is  that  they  are  made  for 
readers,  all  of  whom  are  thoroughly 
trained  for  their  profession,  and  that  they 
deal  exclusively  with  professional  mat- 
ters; while  agricultural  papers,  and  es- 
pecially poultry  papers,  are  made  prin- 
cipally for  readers  who  look  to  them  for 
information  in  the  most  elementary  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  subject  treated,  and 
most  of  whom  are  not  competent  to  judge 
of  the  value  of  the  articles  they  read  and 
the  qualifications  of  the  authors,  but  are 
ever  ready  to  "follow"  whoever  professes 
to  show  sure  and  easy  ways  to  success 
and  profit. 

So  while  a  small  proportion  of  practical 
men  in  every  agricultural  line  keep  pretty 
well  posted  in  the  literature  relating  to 
their  interests,  the  great  majority  of  those 
who  are  expert  in  practice  are  not  very 
industrious  readers  of  the  literature  of- 
fered them.  All  that  they  try  to  do  is  to 
glance  through  it  and  occasionally  read 
an  article  that  appears  to  have  special 
merit  and  actual  interest  for  real  experts. 

F.  W.  De  Lancey,  of  the  Poultry  l'n.<<, 
now  proposes  that  it  be  made  an  A.  P.  A. 
show  rule  that  shows  using  those  rules 
shall  not  be  open  on  Sunday.  It  strikes 
me  as  a  little  singular  that  one  so  severe 
on  Sunday  poultry  shows  should  so 
strongly  commend  the  managers  of  the 
Pittsburgh  show  for  introducing  a  "  mid- 
way "  with  all  the  attractions  of  such  a 


feature  to  show  attendance  not  to  be 
secured  by  plain  poultry  exhibits.  Lots 
of  people  consider  the  midway  objec- 
tionable on  week  days. 

An  editorial  note  in  Poultry  (England) 
makes  honorable  mention  of  a  lady  who 
exhibited  some  Guinea  Fowls,  as  the  first 
to  bring  guineas  into  the  exhibition  room. 
It  is  quite  surprising  to  learn  that  Guineas 
had  not  been  exhibited  in  England  until 
now.  They  have  been  shown  here  ever 
since  the  first  poultry  show  was  held,  as 
the  records  of  that  show  prove.  That 
was  in  1849.  Poultry  were  shown  at  fairs 
before  that,  and  it  is  probable  that 
Guineas  were  shown  from  the  first. 
<* 

Mr.  S.  J,  Hopper,  discussing  the  A.  P. 
A.  meeting  in  an  article  in  the  Industrious 
Hen,  regrets  that  the  meeting  furnished 
such  grounds  for  criticism,  and  he  seems 
to  think  that  the  trouble  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  so  many  of  those  present  were 
attending  their  first  meeting.  Note  re- 
marks to  the  same  effect  in  some  other 
quarters. 

Inasmuch  as  the  reports  of  the  meeting 
show  that  about  everything  that  was 
done  was  done  at  the  request  or  the  be- 
hest of  seasoned  members  present,  it 
seems  to  me  that  those  new  to  A.  P.  A. 
ways  were  "  more  sinned  against  than 
sinning."  If  what  was  done  was  not  to 
the  credit  of  the  organization,  the  blame 
lies  mostly  upon  the  old  members  who 
promoted  the  various  resolutions  passed. 
<* 

After  expressing  the  grounds  for  regret, 
Mr.  Hopper  says:  "  But  inasmuch  as  all 
of  these  things  so  forcibly  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  association  to 
mistakes  they  have  been  making  in  the 
past  as  to  maker  a  repetition  of  those  mis- 
takes in  the  future  even  unthinkable,  it 
may  be  that  these  regrettable  occurrences 
will  prove  to  be  real  blessings  in  dis- 
guise." 

Unfortunately  for  such  a  hope,  it  is  not 
unthinkable  that  this  association  should 
repeat  such  mistakes.  It  has  made  them 
and  others  over  and  over  in  the  past. 


HAY  WARD'S 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

BREAK   THE    RECORD     THEY  WON 

PULLET,  I .  :.  ...  I 
COCK  Kltll..  1,  1.  <; 
II  EN.  5,  6 
I'KN,  :.  I 

Also  special  for  beat  display,  four  shape  and  color  specials,  ami  $100  Challenge 
cup  for  best  White  Plymouth  Hock  male  In  the  show.  This  remarkable  record, 
together  with  my  notable  winnings  at  lioston  last  year,  proves  the  high  quality 
of  the  I  lay  ward  strain.    Write  for  descriptive  circular  giving  matlnirs  and  prices 


W.  F. 

FLANDERS  ROAD, 


HAYWARD, 

WESTBORO,  MASS. 


WELL  BEGUN  IS  HALF  DONE 

SPRATT'S  CHICK  MEAL  No. 

The  best  starting  food 

SPRATT'S  CHICCRAIN 

The  best  grain  food 

Write  for  sample  and  send  10c.  for  "  Poultry  Culture." 
SPRATT'S   PATENT  LIMITED,  NEWARK,  N. 
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POULTRY  BOOKS 

By  JOHN  H.  ROBINSON 

"  Unquestionably  Mr.  Robinson  has  written  the  best  books 
produced  in  America  to  date  on  practical  poultry  sub. 
jects."  Reliable  Poultry  Journal. 

jPt%t§lt§*\f  m  H t* Sift  k'1-  R°hlngon'e  Irst  book  was  begun  Id  the  summer  of  1897 
"  VmrnKmrn  JT  9mrm  mmmm  atKl  was  published  In  November,  1WJ.  Its  aim  was  to  meet 
the  demand  for  a  book  that  would  give  one  interested  In  the  subject  an  Intelligent  understanding  of 
its  possibilities  ami  a  compi  ehensive  idea  of  methods  of  production,  and  which  would  give  the  be- 
ginner detailed  information  as  to  "What  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it."  Written  while  the  educational 
poultry  movement  was  in  the  incipient  stage,  this  book  —  as  the  title  page  announced  —  was  designed 
to  be  a  text-book  fin"  poultry  keepers  rather  than  for  students  in  classes.  The  arrangement  and 
treatment  of  the  subject  were  adapted  to  the  individual  teaching  himself  with  home  practice.  The 
book  was,  however,  extensively  used  as  a  class  text-book,  ami  is  still  so  used  by  many  Instiuctors 
who  prefer  a  more  elementary  book  than  the  author's  "Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture.' 

"Poultry-Craft"  is  emphatically  a  poultryman's  book  for  i>oultry  keepers.  Before  begin 
nine  it  the  author  had  hail  seven  years  experience  in  commercial  poultry  keeping,  and  he  did  not 
take  up  poultry  journalism  as  a  profession  until  after  he  had  completed  this  book.  It  is  the  product 
of  a  working  poultrynian  who  was  a  student  of  every  phase  of  his  work.  For  those  who  want  to  learn 
with  the  least  effort  what  they  need  only  for  their  own  practice  it  is  still  the  most  satisfactory  book. 
2754  pasces ;  94  illustrations.    Price  $1.50. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture 

This  book  was  written  primarily  as  a  text-book  for  agi  irullural  colleges,  but  with  the  idea  of  making 
it  appropriate  also  for  general  readers  requiring  a  thorough  treatise  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Robinson 
undertook  the  work  of  writing  it  most  reluctantly  after  lie  had  for  several  years  urged  various  in- 
structors t"  prepare  a  text  book  on  lines  better  adapted  to  their  work  than  his"  Poultry-Craft."  As 
none  of  the  Instructors  acted  upon  the  suggestion,  and  the  use  of  "  Poultry-Craft  "  by  studeids  was 
Increasing,  lie  made  arrangements  with  Ginn  and  Company  to  publish  such  a  book  as  he  would  wish 
to  have  taken  as  his  contribution  to  higher  education  in  this  subject. 

"Principles  ani>  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture"  was  commenced  in  11)07  and  published  Jan- 
uary, 1912.  The  author  spared  no  pains  to  make  it  as  concise  and  complete  as  possible,  and  to  secure 
the  in' i^t  careful  accuracy  in  every  statement.  After  the  book  appeared,  one  reviewer  said  of  It: 
"  Although  It  extends  to  611  pages  there  is  scarcely  an  unnecessary  paragraph."  Had  this  reviewer 
been  familiar  with  book-making  he  would  no  doubt  have  detected  that  the  few  paragraphs  unnecessary 
to  the  treatment  were  necessary  to  the  books  of  a  page  broken  by  illustrations,  or  of  a  page  at  the 
end  of  a  chapter.  The  educators  received  it  witli  such  words  as  these:  "Incomparably  better  than 
any  previous  poultry  book  for  the  student."  "  Exactly  the  sort  of  book  we  have  all  been  looking  for." 
"The  first  book  on  poultry  that  I  have  ever  seen  that  seems  to  me  a  satisfactory  text."  "The  best 
thing  yet,  being  authentic  and  up  to  date  from  a  practical  as  well  as  from  a  scientific  standpoint," 
etc.,  etc.  The  book  is  elaborately  illustrated,  having  570  half-tones  and  drawings,  comprising  the  most 
interesting  and  instructive  series  of  illustrations  of  poultry  ever  brought  together.   Price  $::.."><». 

£~%  mm  ITin  ##J  CSt  jC  Hi  K*t§^  presents  I  he  lirsl  complete  statement  of  the  nidi- 
%m¥%\aM      A#l/firi#«yiiu    mmwam  ments  of  aviculture  for  boys  and  girls.    It  teaches 

the  tilings  that  everyone  ought  to  know  about  poultry,  pigeons,  and  cage  birds.  Particular  attention  is 
given  to  the  varieties  of  birds  and  to  methods  of  management  best  suited  to  young  beginners.  It  is 
a  book  that  is  read  with  interest  by  all  young  people  whether  engaged  in  keeping  poultry  or  simply 
reading  for  information,    li'il  passes;  Z'Mi  illustrations.    Price,  $1.35, 

Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor  ^%J™±z  ;;::. 

ordinary  poultry  keeper  who  has  to  diagnose  diseases  in  his  Hock  for  himself,  and  apply  simple 
remedies.  In  his  early  commercial  poultry  keeping  days  the  author  gave  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
treating  sick  poultry,  and  had  marked  success  with  many  severe  cases.  Like  most  practical  men, 
however,  he  soon  discontinued  "doctoring,"  except  for  cases  where  a  few  simple  treatments  are 
effective,  some  years  later  when  lie  became  editor  of  Farm-Poultry  lie  had  to  give  a  good  deal  of 
attention  to  this  subject  in  order  to  advise  subscribers  having  sick  birds.  "  The  Common-Sense 
Poultry  Doctor"  treats  the  subject  along  the  lines  which  tills  experience  showed  him  are  most  help- 
ful to  poultry  keepers.  While  most  emphasis  Is  placed  upon  the  simple  remedies  most  easily  applied, 
those  required  for  treatment  of  serious  cases  are  also  given.    17(>  pages.    Price  ~>0  cents, 

A  hand-book  especially  for  those  producing  table 
poultry  for  the  eastern  city  markets.  It  treats  its 
special  subjects  more  elaborately  than  they  can  be  treated  In  a  general  work  on  poultry  culture. 
!)(>  pages;  20  illustration.    Trice  •;.">  cents 

%A/Sm§tg»f  f Mtl*Z      *  monograph  on  the  Subject  "I  most  intciest  to  I  lie  greatest  number  of 
™SrSr°     poultry  keeper--.   Those  who  want  to  concentrate  then  efforts  on  winter 
egg  production  will  find  this  little  book  In  Which  all  points  bearing  on   the  subject  are  brought 
together  without  reference  to  their  other  relatione,  very  serviceable.    IS  pages.    Price  I  .">  cents. 


Broilers  and  Roasters 


The  above  hooks  constitute  Mr.  Robinson's  contribution  to  date  to  permanent  poultry  literature. 
"First  Lessons  In  Poultry  Keeping"  is  not  Included  in  the  list  because  it  Is  not  a  "book"  In  the 
true  sense,  but  a  collection  of  articles  of  varying  quality.  Only  a  limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
first  series  are  on  hand,  and  it  will  not  be  republished. 

No  Poultry  Keeper  Can  Afford  to  Be 
Without  the  Books  by  John  H.  Robinson 
That  Suit  His  Need. 

HAVE  YOU  GOT  YOURS? 

We  Will  Send  You  Any  in  the  Above  List, 
Postage   Prepaid,  at  the   Price  Stated. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO.,  39  Sudbury  St,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


When  Writing  to  Advertisers  Mention  Farm-Poultry 
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The  editor  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bed 
Journal  |>ublishes,  backed  by  an  affidavit, 
the  rei-ord  of  a  Rhode  Island  Red  lien 
said  to  have  laid  35  eggs  in  20  dayp,  26  of 
these  having  been  laid  in  13  days.  This 
story  was  furnished  him  by  a  Chicago 
back  lot  poultry  keeper  who  says  that  he 
is  in  a  position  "to  know  the  absolute 
truth  which  no  one  can  question." 

The  affidavit,  however,  is  not  made  by 
this  man,  but  by  another  person  whose 
relation  to  the  case  is  not  statpd.  Pre- 
sumably this  person,  "  Josie  Gustafson," 
is  a  domestic  in  his  employ.  This  is  not 
the  first  phenomenal  record  produced 
under  the  auspices  of  the  hired  girl  or  a 
neighbor's  boy. 

Editor  Studier  says  it  demonstrates  the 
possibilities  of  the  Reds  as  egg  producers. 

I  wish  Frank  De  Lancey  would  stop 
railing  at  Messrs.  Cleveland,  Atherton, 
and  Collier  for  leaving  "  Rule  17  "  out  of 
the  show  rules  they  reported  two  years 
ago,  long  enough  to  tell  the  public  why 
he  did  not  take  the  matter  up  when  the 
report  was  presented  at  the  Chicago  meet- 
ing. The  name  of  De  Lancey  appears 
among  those  present  from  Pennsylvania. 


FARM-POULTRY 


March 


1st  and  2d  Prize  Pairs  of  Dressed 
Poultry,  Boston  Show,  1916. 

On  left  White  Wyandotte  Hens,  1st  prize,  weight 
IV,  lbs,  (in  right,  White  Wyandotte  Chicks,  2d 
prize,  weight  WA  lbs. 

Bred  and  Owned  by  George  H.  Pollard, 
Oreenbush,  Mass. 


F.  W.  C.  Almy's  Merited  Success 


The  editor  of  this  paper  first  met  Mr. 
V.  W.  C.  Almy  when  he  was  a  successful 
poultry  farmer,  but  an  amateur  in  the 
poultry  fancy.  It  does  not  seem  a  long 
time  looking  back.  Mr.  Almy  is  still  a 
very  successful  utility  poultry  farmer, 
but  he  has  also  advanced  to  a  place  among 
the  most  successful  breeders  of  Rhode 
Island  Heds  for  exhibition;  and  I  was 
particularly  interested  in  this  little  sum- 
mary of  his  achievements  in  recent  big 
shows  given  in  a  personal  note  sent  with 
a  <'<>|>y  of  Mating  List  of  Red  Feather 
Farm  for  1916:- 

"  I  won  more  first  on  Reds  at  Madison 
Square  I  iarden  than  any  other  exhibitor. 
I  won  all  firsts  on  females,  something 
unique  in  the  history  of  this  show.  I  won 
three  time*  as  many  firsts  at  Boston  as  any 
other  exhibitor.  I  won  as  many  firsts  at 
Boston  as  any  three  other  exhibitors.  I 
won  more  first  at  New  York,  Providenee 
anil  /•' <  hn,  than  any  four  of  my  competi- 
tors, and  all  these  winners  and  many 
more  are  in  the  pens  described  in  this 
Mating  List." 

I  also  note  with  interest  a  letter  from 
I.  W.  Bean,  stating  the  opinion  that  Mr. 
Almy's  3d  Boston  cockerel  is  in  color  the 
equal  of  "Sensation."  All  Red  breeders 
should  have  this  Mating  List.  Mr.  Almy 
breeds  both  Rose  and  Single  Combs  of 
superior  quality. 


Why  don't  you  get  up  a  Farm-Poultry 
club  of  five  in  your  neighborhood? 


NOT  A  GOOD  SEASON  f FOR 
THE  "WOODS"  HODSE 

IX  the  past  four  or  five  years  a  great 
many  poultry   houses  of  the  semi- 
monitor  top  type  have  been  built  in 
this  section,  that  type  of  house  having 
been  diligently  exploited  by  the  American 
Poultry  Journal  as  "  the  Woods  house." 

When  this  style  of  house  was  described 
and  recommended  by  P.  T.  Woods,  man- 
aging editor  of  the  A.  P.  J.,  as  the  last 
word  in  poultry  house  construction,  I 
pointed  out  that  the  tendency  of  snow  to 
accumulate  on  the  lower  (front)  pitch  of 
the  roof,  from  which  it  must  be  removed 
by  shoveling,  was  an  insuperable  objec- 
tion to  the  house  in  any  section  where 
there  is  a  heavy  snow  fall. 

In  reply  to  this  criticism  advocates  of 
the  "Woods"  house  cited  the  experi- 
ences of  various  persons  who  had  used 
the  house  in  one  or  two  winters  without 
experiencing  any  trouble  on  account  of 
snow-.  When  I  pointed  out  the  obvious 
reason  for  this:  That  the  snow  fall  had 
been  abnormally  light  in  those  winters, 
they  had  nothing  to  say  in  reply  to  that, 
but  continued  to  prove  by  suitable  in- 
stances that  the  snow  did  not  cause 
trouble.  Occasionally  someone  would  re- 
port that  he  found  that  the  snow  accu- 
mulated on  his  roof,  but  most  such  re- 
ports came  from  locations  well  north 
or  at  comparatively  high  altitudes.  In 
southern  New  England,  and  I  presume 
many  other  sections  where  conditions 
have  been  similar,  the  winter  weather, 
since  about  1910,  has  been  such  that  this 
type  of  house  gave  no  trouble.  There 
has  been  little  snow,  and  what  few  rather 
heavy  snows  we  had  were  followed  by 
rain  so  quickly  that  the  snow  was  almost 
immediately  removed  from  the  roofs. 

But  this  winter  it  is  different.  In  the 
early  winter  we  had  one  heavy  snow. 
Then  in  the  first  half  of  February  we 
had  two  of  the  heaviest  snow  storms  since 
1909.  After  the  second  of  these  every 
' '  Woods' '  house  that  I  saw  from  the  train 
or  trolley  either  had  snow  piled  on  the 
lower  roof  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  high 
part,  or  the  snow  that  had  been  there  had 
been  shoveled  off.  I  passed  one  place 
where  there  were  on  a  city  lot  a  new 
small  cottage  and  two  new  "Woods" 
poultry  houses,  each  about  fifty  feet  long. 
The  snow  had  been  shoveled  from  the 
front  of  the  roof  of  one  house  and  about 
one-third  of  the  front  of  the  other.  There 
it  stopped  probably  because  the  owner 
had  to  leave  the  rest  of  the  job  until  after 
his  regular  day's  work  away  from  home. 
It  is  a  good  guess  that  he  had  started  on 
Sunday  afternoon  when  the  storm  ended, 
shoveled  what  he  could  that  day,  and 
would  finish  Monday  evening. 

From  most  of  the  houses  that  I  saw  in 
this  condition,  however,  no  snow  had 
been  removed.  The  owners  hadn't  got 
to  it  yet.  As  a  rule,  the  shoveling  of 
paths  must  conic  first,  and  as  the  temper- 
ature after  the  storm  went  below  zero, 
shoveling  on  a  poultry  house  roof  was 
not  attractive.  Cheerful  places  for  fowls 
those  houses  were. 

I  am  not  much  of  a  weather  profit, 
except  for  short  distances,  but  I  have 
observed  in  a  general  way  that  we  have 
alternating  periods  or  cycles  of  years  in 
which  some  one  condition  prevails.  In 
the  nearly  twenty  years  that  I  have  lived 
here  we  have  had  several  years  of  "old 
fashioned  winters,"  four  or  five  years 
with  mild  winters;  a  period  of  about  the 
same  duration  of  cold  winters  with  heavy 
snows;  five  or  six  years  of  general 
mild  winters  with  little  snow.  In  both 
mild  cycles  there  was  after  two  or  three 
open  winters  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
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PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


/~1  OOD  WHITK  ROCKS.  Day-old  chicks 
\  J  $15.00  per  100:  Eggs  $6.00  per  100;  $1.60  per  15. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

J.  A.  Otie.  Brldgewater  Mass.  5 


WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCK  eggs  for 
hatching  $1.50  per  15.  Extra  fine  stock. 
Hansen  &  Jensen,  Fisher's  Island,  N.  Y.  5 

WHITE  PLYNOUTH   ROCKS.  Hatching 
eggs  from  strong  vigorous  stock  $6.00  per  100: 
Chicks  $15  per  100.   Daniel  Hayes,  Clarendon,  Vt  5 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING  from  prize  winning 
White  Rocks.  Fine  large  birds.   Also  a  few 
good  ccokerels  $2.50  and  up. 

Sunnyside  Poulry  Yards,  Box  335,  Madison,  Conn  3 

BARRED  ROCK  Baby  Chicks  and  hatching 
eggs  from  hens  trapnested  for  high  production. 
Chicks  $16.00  per  100:  Eggs  tl.50  per  13:  $8.00  per  100. 
John  C.  Lebrecht,  West  Pittsflcld,  Mass.  3 

ORIGINAL  GOWELX  Barred  Rocks.  Uni- 
versity of  Maine  county  demonstration  plant. 
Pen  Exp.  cockerels  with  yearling  hens.  Eggs,  $1.00 
per  setting;  15.00  per  100. 

Howard  T.Burke,  West  Kennebunk,  Maine.  3 

VTOYES  BUFF  ROCKS  win  this  season  First 
J>  pullet  (shape,  color)  Crystal  Palace.  Third 
hen.  Third  pullet  Boston.  Second  cockerel  (class 
17),  Second  pullet  (class  10)  Worcester  District  Meet. 
Best  eggs  reasonable.  Mating  list. 
Thamesview  Farm.  Box  273,  New  London,  Conn,  tf 

ItVER  PENCILED  PLYMOUTH  Rocks. 

B.  P.  Crocker,  Foxbore,  Mass.  5 


s 


WYANDOTTES. 


BOSTON  WINNING  Buff  Wyandottes.  Can  I 
help  you  to  winners  or  breeders?  Sewell  Cir. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  324  South  Road,  Holden,  Maes. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.   A  few  cocks  and 
cockerels  $3  up.   Eggs  S3  per  15.   Baby  chicks 
30<«  each.  S.  L.  Marshall,  Box  133.  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. 

OTANDARD  BRED,  Utility  White  Wyandottes, 
to  sensational  winners  at  Boston,  Worcester,  New 
York,  best  layers  and  market  poultry.  Fine  big  trio 
of  good  breeders  $10.  Cockerels,  pullets,  hatching 
eggs.   Reasonable  prices.  Circular. 

George  H.  Pollard,  Greenbush,  Mass.  4 

WYANDOTTE  BREEDERS!  We  offer  Bar- 
ron White  Wyandotte  cockerels  from  best  pen 
exported  by  Barron,  $5.00  each.  Egg  pedigree 
furnished.  Peasley,  Cheshire,  Conn.  5 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  Barkers  old  reli- 
able heavy  laying  strain.   16  years  breeding. 
Good  ceckerels  $3  up.     Pullets,  yearlings  $2  up. 
Duality  chicks  30?-  (Apr.  25?);  Eggs  $2-15;  $10-100. 
Edw.  F.  Barker,  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  3 

BRED  TO  LAY  Regal  Dorcas  line  White  Wyan- 
dottes. Rare  opportunity,  offer  practically 
entire  breeding  stock,  cocks,  hens,  cockerels,  pul- 
lets to  reduce  plant  on  account  of  other  business. 
Single  birds  $2.00  up:  Trios  $5.00  up:  Pens  $10.00  up; 
Hatching  eggs  70%  fertility  guaranteed  $1.50  per  15: 
$4.50  per  50.   Order  immediately. 

Edelweiss  Poultry  Farm,  Sayvilie,  N.  Y.  3 

WHITE  Wyandottes,  Regal  and  our  own  strain. 
Eggs  $1.50  per  15:  *6  per  100.  Chicks  $15  per  100. 
Circular.       Robt.  Richmond,  R  5,  Windsor,  Vt.  6 


PRIZE  WINNING  Buff  Wyandottes,  Sanborn 
strain.    Eggs,  $3.  $2,  $1.50,  $1  per  13;  $5  per  100. 

Bertha  J.  Cook,  Jefferson,  Mass.  3 


ORPINCTONS. 


WHITE  Orpingtons,  Owen  Farms  strain.  Eggs 
12  perlS.  E.  it.  Lackmann,  Plymouth,  Conn.  4 

1"  ARGE,  White,  handsome.    Grand  all  purpose 
-J  breed.  Few  choice  eggs  $2.00  per  15.  No  chicks. 
No  trash.        Balchelder.  North  Haverhill.  N.  II.  I 


w 


HITE  Orpington  eggs  (Owen  strain)  $2  setting 
$10  per  100.   Trouvllle  Farm,  Sklllman,  N.  l.  8 

SINGLE  COM  B  BUFF  and  While  Orpingtons. 
15  rears  I  .reeding  from  I'esl  layer*.     I  gg-  V-'.oo 
per  15;  $3.00  per  30;  $7.00  per  100. 

M.  H.  Rice,  Pownal.  Vermonu.  3 


BUFF  ORPINGTONS.  I  won  11  firsts  out  of 
a  possible  13.  Best  display,  male  and  female 
In  show,  at  best  shows  in  state.  Good  breeders. 
Eggs  $3.00  per  15:  $6.00  per  30. 

Joshua  Shute.  Merlden,  Conn.  3 


A     VIGOROUS  BUSINESS  Mock  of  S.  C.  Buff 
xV  Orpingtons.   Breeders  decended  from  hens 
that  laid  early  and  moulted  late.    Eggs  for  hatching 
$1.26  for  15  eggs:  $.3  60  for  50  eggs. 
Cherry  Meadow  Farm,  Framlngham  Centre.  Mass.  4 

BLUE  &  BUFF  ORPINGTON  eggs  K  and 
$6  per  setilng.    First  prize  winners  Madison 
Square  (iarden  and  Boston     Mating  list  free. 

H.  E.  ChalllB.  Box  1075.  Plalstow.  N.  H.  3 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


IF  YOU  WANT  to  bred  Beds  that  are  red  to 
the  skin,    are  non-fading,  arc  bred  to  the 
Standard  requirements,  and  bred  to  lay.  I  have 
eggs  $1.25  per  15:  W.00  per  100. 
Write  to  Willis  A.  Slate,  South  Windham,  Conn.  3 


CJ INGLE  COMB  Red  eggs  for  batching'.  Winners 
k3  at  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire's  leading  shows. 
30  eggs  $5.  Circular.  A.J.  Densmore,  Lebanon.  Nil 

BRED-TO-LAY S. C. Reds.  Selected  eggs  from 
high  producing  stock  $2.00  per  30;  $6.00  per  100. 
Burdick  Poultry  Farm,  Itockvllle,  R.  I.  6 


DIMOND'S  STRAIN  R.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds 
Win  at  Big  Boton  Show  l'.HB.  1st  and  5th  cock 
3rd  pul|et,  and  shape  specials  on  male  bird.  Eggs, 
stock  and  baby  chicks  for  sale.   Send  for  catalog] 
J.  S.  Dimond,  Franklin,  N.  H.  tt 


MAHOGANY  STRAIN  S.  C.  Reds  onlv.  All 
fall  laying  hens  reserved  as  breeders.  Utility 
eggs  $1.25  per  15:  $3.50  per  50;  $6.00  per  100. 

C.  Quackenbush,  Darien,  Conn.  1—17 

RHODE  ISLAND  Red  eggs  for  setting  from 
1   my  leading  New  England  show  winners.  Send 
for  booklet.        F.  Fabel,  Gales  Ferry.  Conn.  3 

BOSE  COMB  REDS.  Bean  strain.  Vigorous! 
free  range  reds,  excellent  color  and  type 
Heavy  layers.  Fertile  eggs  15— $2.00  :  30— $3.50:  60— 
$6.00:  100-$8.00.  Theo.  Pearson,  Madison.  N.  H.  3 

EGGS;—  S.  C.  Reds.  Vlbest  trapnested  blood  In 
all  pens.   Low  pi  ices. 
Wlckabog  Poultry  Yard.  West  Brookfleld,  Mass.  5 

PIPER'S  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS,  240  egg 
strain;  both  combs;  known  the  wo'ld  over  19 
years  as  best  winter  layers  of  large  brown  eggs. 
Cockerels,  hens,  pullets,  $5.00,  $3.01),  $2.00  and  $1.50; 
Eggs  for  hatching. 

Bay  View  Farm,  North  Haven,  Me.  t 

ILL  TAFT  strain  direct.  Rose  Comb  Reds. 
Setting,  $2.  P.  B.  Crandall,  Riverdale.  Md.  4 


B 


"OOSE  AND  SINGLE  COMB  Rhode  Island 
-Lv  Red  eggs  for  hatching;  good  lavers.  $1.25  per 
15.   Fancy  selected  eggs,  $3  per  15. 

John  Lund,  Albion,  R.  I.  4 

RHODE  ISLAND  WHITES. 

BI.  WHITES  —  the  best  yet  for  profit.  Eggs 
•    for  hatching,  $3  per  IS. 

Hill  Crest  Farm.  Westmoreland,  N.  H.  3 

T>  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  WHITE  egg  from 
JLIj«    Excelsior  and  Peerjless  strains  $2.00  per  15. 

|A.  E.  Phlpps.  Holliston,  Mass.  4 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING.    Send  for  mating 
list.         A.  L.  Anderson,  Windham,  N.  H.  5 

T>  I.  WHITES  -  the  best  paying  breed  today 
Al«    for  eggs  or  meat,  $2  per  16  eggs. 

L.  A.  Babbitt,  R.  1.  Taunton,  Mass.  1 


DOMINIQUES. 


I  \H.  HARWOOD.  Malone.  N.  Y.  American 
YJ  Dominiques,  Buff,  Colombian  Wyandottes, 
Lt.  Brahmas.    Fine  stock.    Eggs  for  hatching.  Cir. 


FAVEROLLES. 


QALMON  FAVEROLLES.  Boston  winners. 
O  Buttonwood  Poultry  Yards.  So.  Swansea.  Mass.  4 


LECHORNS. 


s 


C.  BUFF  LEGHORNS,  layers  and  winners 
•  at  Palace  anb  Garden.  Eggs  $3  per  15:  $5  per  30. 
Glenwood  Poultry  Yards,  Rutherford,  N.  J.  1 


s 


C.  Bl'FF  Leghorns:  best  quality ;  tow  prices. 
'  Satisfaction  guar.    C.  I.  Davis,  Water  vllle.  Me. 


/  lOLUMBIAN  and  lied  Pyle  Leghorn  eggs  for 
\y   setting.   Prof.  John  Evans,  Cranston,  R.  I.  1 


SC.  WHITK  LKGHORN  Hatching  Eggs.— No 
•  foreign  blood.— Eggs  selected  for  color  size 
and  shape.— Breeders  selected  for  vigor,  prolificacy 
and  standard  points.—  Fertility  and  satisfaction 
guaranteed.—  Folder  on  request. 

J.  Wehrell,    Ho-Ho-Kus.  N.  J.  5 


|  TTIL1TY  Leghorn  Breeders!  W  hile  Leghorn 
Kj  cocks  and  c'k'ls. $5 each.  America's  best  laying 
strain,  as  proved  by  International  Egg  Laying  Con- 
tests. Particulars  furnished.    Peasley,  Cheshire,  Ct. 


\TOlN(;-  FERRIS  STRAINS    S.  C.  White 

A  Leghorns.  Breeders  selected  yearling  hens 
and  prize  cocks  and  cockerels.  Hatching  eggs  a 
specialty.  March  and  April  eggs,  $6  per  100;  $40  per 
1000;  clin  ks.  $12  per  100.  Illustrated  catalog  free. 
Book  orders  early. 

Willow  Brook  Egg  Farm.  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  5 


s 


C.  WHITE  LEGHORN  eggs  for  hatching, 

$4  per  100:  as  good  as  the  best. 

Myron  J.  Morse.  East  Berlin,  Conn.  3 


HC.  itROWN  LEGRORNS  —  Winners  at 
•  Boston,  Palace,  Brockton:  great  egg  strain. 
Stock  and  eggs  for  sale.    Brush  &  Son,  Milton.  Vt.  3 


w 


OODBl'KVS  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Brown 
Leghorns.   Cir.    J.  Woodbury,  Cornish,  Mi-. 


SC.  Bl'FF  LEGHORNS.  Winners  at  Spring- 
*    Held.    A  I  layers.    Eggs  $1.60  to  $5.00  per  15. 
J.  H.  Whltcomb,  James  St..  Springfield,  Mass.  3 

TURKEYS. 


OWN"  Burnett's  1915  Prize  White  Turkeys.  Eggs 
for  sale.      F.  Tucker,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  3 
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FARM-POULTRY 


ANCONAS. 


SINGLE  COMB  ANCONAS      Blue  ribbon 
winners  wherever  shown.    Batching egge  from 
exhibition  pens,  $2.60  per  15.      C.  A.  Spooner, 

17  Tweed  St.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  * 


MINORCAS. 


LACK  Minorca  eggs,  $3  per  sitting;  cockerels. 
1  R.  Story,  187  Arlington  Av.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  12  2 

rl.AKK-NOKTIII  I-  Strains  B.  C.  B.  Minor- 
cas  lay  lots  of  hit;  while  eggs.  March  and  April 
eggs,  til  per  lull;  jsn  pei  limn,  chicks,  $14  per  lull. 
Book  onlers  earlv.    Illustrated  catalog  free. 

Willow  Brook  hgg  Farm.  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  5 


LICHT  BRAH  MAS. 


1    [GUT  BRAHMAS.  line  stock,  g  Mayers. 

I  J   Btlttonw  I  Poultry  Yds,  So.  Swansea.  Mass.  3 

TK.HT  BRAHMAS  Large,  vigorous.  Stand 
J  anl  bred,  excellent  winter  laying  kind.  My  stock 
Is  best  obtainable.  Eg«T8,  12  per  sit;  *ti  per  100;  75% 
fertility  guar.      L.  L  Ilnangst,  Hingham,  Mass.  I 


LANCSHANS. 


w>  ~r  hi  t  or 

—  f  I    the  1916  rt 


A  POSSIBLE  10  FIRSTS  Is 

ird  ol  Robinson's  Langsbans  at 
Boston.  Weymouth,  N.  Y.  Slate  Fair.  Brockton, 
Buffalo  Providence,  N.  X.  City  and  Philadelphia. 
Write  for  P.lltl  mating  list.  J.  F.  Robinson, 

Main  Street.  South  Weymouth.  Mass.  tf 


TWO  OR  MORE  VARIETIES. 

^  It.  I.  BED,  Barred  P.  Rock,  and  White 
i^.  Wvandotte  cocks  and  cockerels;  fine  utility 
stock,  t2  and  |2  50  each.  G.  F.  Arno, 

Pleasant  View  Poultry  Farm,  R.  19,  Monmouth,  Me. 

/•/  i  EGGS  FOR  $3.00;  15  eggs  for$1.00;  Two 
\)\  '  medicated  Desl  eggs.  Poor  hatches  duplicated 
at  half  price.  :m  years  as  hreeders.  211  best  varieties. 
Circular  free.       Whitney  &  Son,  Triangle,  N.  Y.  3 

1)ARTRIDGK  Rocks  $2  up.   Also  Andulusians 
W.  Leghorns  same  price.    R.  I.  Reds  $1.5(1  each. 

N.  W.  Hyde,  Montery,  Mass.  3 


SINGLE  COMB  Reds  and  White  Orpingtons. 
Selected  stock,  bred  to  lay.    Stock  and  eggs  for 
sale.        K.  W.  Spencer,  South  Windham,  Conn.  3 


K<;<iS  $2.im  Klegant  matlngs  Knglish-American 
blood  White.  Buff  and  Dark  Cornish;  Barron- 
Wyckoff  White  Leghorns  200  to  240 egg  strains.  Kggs 
and  chicks.  Clr.    Rath  Bros.,  Turtle  Creek,  Pa.  4 

WHITE  \V  Y  A  N  OOTTKS  and  Rocks.  Shape 
and  color  right;  good  head  points;  score  '.HI  to 
%  each;  IX  years  winners  at  big  shows;  big  farm 
raised,  heavy  layers  of  brown  eggs.  Eggs  |1,  per 
15:  $3  $2  per  45;  $ti,  $9  per  100.  Extra  tine  White 
Wyandotte  cockerels  *2,  *3,      *5  each. 

C.  E.  Davis,  Warner,  N.  H.  3 

CATCHING  i  :<i<i.  only  2  sorts,  but  good  ones, 
A  A    R.  I.  Reds  ami  W.  P.  Rocks;  $H  per  100  express 
paid:  $1  per  15  by  parcel  post.  .,-•«, 
,j.  MacDonald,  229  School  St.,  Mansfield,  Mass.  3 

HAKRON  WHITE  Wyandottes,  S.  C.  White 
Leghorns.    Large  yearling  birds,  egg  bred. 
Selected  eggs  &.00  per  15. 

Jennie  II.  Sandberg,  R.7,  Norwich,  Conn.  3 


Ol  R  BROWN  LEGHORNS  again  prove 
their  high  quality.  Winning  at  Boston  Show 
1916,  1st  Rose  Comb  and  2nd  Single  Comb  cockerels. 
I  ggs,  pn/e  matings  VI. on;  two  settings  $5.IHI.  Othei 
eggs  including  niv  excellent  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks, 
i'  no-  three  settengs$5.00:  $9.00 per  Km.  Baby  chicks, 
besl  1  '  foi  r.  m>;  .'■">  for  $5.00;  others,  15c.  each. 
Write.      Nathan  B.  Hartford,  Bournedale,  Mass.  4 


BABY  CHICKS 


1>ABY  CHICKS.  Barred  and  White  Rocks,  it. 
I>  I.  Reds,  White  Wyandottes,  Brown  and  White 
Leghorns,  $15  per  100.    Ready  March  1st. 

Manchester,  Box  16,  Bristol,  R.  I.  3 


B 

up. 


BANTAMS. 


s 


EBBKiHTS,  Cochins,  (lames,  Japanese,  lirah- 
nias.  Rose  (  ombs.  Polish.    Circular  Jc.  stamp. 

Venn  Bantam  Tarda,  Desk  SO,  Delavaa,  Wla.  6 


DUCKS. 


w 


BITE  INDIAN  RUNNER  DUCKS. 

P.  A.  Davis,  R2,  Newton,  N.  H. 


PHEASANTS. 


PIT  CAMES. 


FARMS. 


(1  ALIFORM  A  -  Little  suburban  farms  forsale: 
-J  Terms.   Write.   E.  R.  Walte,  Shawnee,  Okla.  3 

1)0|!LTRY  FARM  for  lease;   10  acres;  good 
house,  barn,  buildings,  equipment,  $15  a  month. 

A.  I'.  Dauton,  Freehold.  N.  J.  3 


A  BY   CHICKS  ami  hatching  eggs.  Barred 
Rocks,  li.  I.  Reds,  White  Leghorns  from  trap- 
nested  layers.  Indian  Lake  Farm,  Worcester,  Mass. 

"  t  \t  \/  \  It.  I.  BED  and  White  Leghorn  baby 
chicks;    Uarch,  April  and  May  de- 
livery. Geo.  W.  Adams,  Norwich,  Conn.  3 

\  ItV  CHICKS— Rose  Comb  Reds.  S.C.White 
Orpingtons,  White  Leghorns,  $12  per  100  and 
ounlitr  and  satisfaction  assured. 

Myron  J.  Morse,  East  Berlin,  Conn.  3 

PEDIGREE  R.  and  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn  and 
Barred  Rock  baby  chicks,  238-egg  strain.  High- 
est quality,  trap  nested,  pure  bred  layers.  Safe  ar- 
rival and  satisfaction  guaranteed.  Hundreds  of 
pleased  customers.  Catalog  No.  21,  free;  tells  how 
we  produce  them.   "Ccdareroft,"  Madison,  Conn.  3 


PICEONS. 


FOR  SALE. 


I NCI  BATORS  and  brooders  -  :i  incubators,  360 
Cyphers,  360  Model,  600  Monarch.  10  brooders,  50 
—76  capacity.  Meadow  Brook  Farm,  Mcdflcld,  Mass. 


ARGAINS!  Incubators,  brooders,  hone  cut 
ters;  many  new.     Banks,  E.  Pembroke,  N.  Y. 


n 


ON  E  TRIO  White  l'ekin  $4;  one  pair  Blue  Mils, 
covy  $2.50;  one  pen  Sliver  llamhurgs  $5;  one 
pen  Brown  Leghorns  $1:  Pearl  and  White  (iulneas 
$2  a  pair.  Leon  Gates,  McDonough,  N.  Y.  3 


^!» "»  A  POI  ND  for  pheasants.  Easily  rawed 
«Jp  t  Book  on  bleeding,  color  plates,  75c.  Colored 
catalog,  25c,  Illustrating  450  varieties  wildfowl,  pea- 
rowl,  pheasants,  wooddncka,  turkeys,  poultry,  ban- 
tams, junglefowl.  Wholesale  prices.  Eggs.  Ex- 
changes made.    II.  I'heasantry,  Poiighkeepsie.  N.  Y. 


Q,"TC.  A  PAIR  milled  Jumbo  Homers.  No  bet- 
OO  ter.  Fancy  pigeons;  wholesale  prices.  Car- 
neaux,  $1.65  pair.  Peafowl:  rabbits.  Colored  catalog 
25c.  Exchanges.!  Ferd  Sudow,  Pougbkeepsle,  N.  Y. 


WANTED. 


MAN.  31,  taking  practical  winter  course  in  poul- 
try and  fruit  at  Mass.  Agricultural  College, 
wants  position  on  poultry  farm.  Will  start  with  low- 
wages,  but  wishes  to  know  what  to  expect  later  If 
satisfactory.    Address  M.  A.  C,  care  Farm-Poultry. 


PRINTINC. 


HIGH  EST  quality  printing  al  reasonable  prices. 
Best  cuts  used.  Samples  free.  Special  Intro- 
ductory offers.  100  noteheads  and  100  envelopes  for 
$1,  postpaid;  500  cards,  $1 

Tabor  Printing  Co.,  Longmeadow,  Mass.  3 

C  A  RDS  50c.  6x9  circulars $1.25,  postpaid. 
Write  wants.  Poultry  News,  Newark,  N.J.  1 


Mr.  Barron  did  what  he  could  to  get  into 
the  system  swim. 

Editor  Uollingwood  should  make  note 
of  this.  That  he  may  see  how  well  Tom 
Barron  deserves  the  eulogy  upon  his  self- 
denying  modesty,  Mr.  Uollingwood  ought 
to  refer  to  some  of  the  Barron  advertise- 
ments, written,  presumably,  by  "  Plain 
Tom  Barron  "  himself.  Here  is  an  in- 
troductory paragraph  in  an  ad.  in  Poultry: 
"In  every  form  of  human  endeavor, 
someone  usually  stands  conspicuously 
first,  and  the  World  Leader  in  Laying 
Strains  is  unquestionably  Tom  Barron." 

"Plain  Tom"  modestly  makes  this  as- 
sertion, although  his  neighbor,  E.  ("am, 
claims  that  his  own  "Dreadnoughts"  are 
"the  World's  (Jreatest  Layers,"  and  the 
Barronleghorns  and  Barrondottes  have 
(as  I  remember)  not  approved  some  of 
the  Australian  and  New  Zealand  "rec- 
ords." 


100 


HKST  AMK.RH'AN  (lame  Fowls.  Illustrated 
calendar  showing  famous  Came  cocks,  with 
price  list,  10c.        Alfred  Graham,  Murphy,  N.  C.  3 


the  climate  having  changed,  but  it  did 
not  take  more  than  a  few  big  snow  storms 
in  the  next  period  to  put  an  end  to  that. 
We  may  not  get  much  more  snow  this 
winter,  but  the  chances  are  that  the  next 
few  years  there  will  be  enough  of  it  to 
make  those  using  this  type  of  house  curse 
the  day  they  built  it.  For  besides  the 
labor  of  removing  the  snow,  there  is  the 
wear  aud  tear  on  the  roof  from  walking 
on  it.  (It  is  usually  covered  with  one  of 
the  prepared  papers),  and  the  shoveler 
must  use  care  not  to  make  holes  in  the 
material  with  the  edge  of  his  shovel. 
You  see  I  know  all  about  it  because  the 
first  place  I  rented  when  I  came  to 
Massachusetts  in  1897  had  on  it  a  semi- 
monitor  top  house  that  was  an  old  house 
then,  and  that  next  winter  was  just  a 
possession  of  big  snow  storms. 


UNDUE  PRAISE  OF 
TOM  BARRON 

There  is  at  least  one  thing  for  which  the  Amerl 
can  public  should  be  grateful  to  Tom  Barron.  He 
never  tried  to  put  across  any  "systems,"  "secrets," 
or  to  obtain  exorbitant  prices  for  his  stock.  He 
might  have  made  such  exploiting  very  profitable 
two  years  ago.  J- 

THERE  is  great  truth  in  that,  and  it 
comes  from  one  who  thinks  the 
' '  Barron  ' '  stock  of  Leghorns  and 
Wyandottes  should  not  be  mixed  with 
our  American  strains.  Starting  with 
Philo  and  a  do/.en  others,  various  "  sys- 
tems "  and  formulas  have  been  exploited 
and  the  public  have  been  bled  white 
through  the  aid  of  spectacular  news  and 
advertising.  Not  one  of  these  people 
with  the  wonderful  "systems"  has  had 
the  nerve  to  get  into  an  egg  laying  con- 
test with  Tom  Barron.  He  has  sent  his 
birds  3,000  miles  over  the  ocean,  with  no 
stringB  tied  to  them,  acted  like  a  true 
"sport."  and  uniformly  won  a  good  share 
of  honors.  To  make  the  first  comparison 
which  comes  to  mind,  we  think  Barron 
has  done  more  for  the  poultry  industry 
than  Burbank  has  done  for  horticulture, 
yet  plain  Tom  Barron  has  not  tried  to 
fool  or  bleed  the  public,  or  take  any  un- 
fair advantage  of  the  genuine  publicity 
he  has  received.  This  is  in  striking  con- 
trast to  the  howling  dervishes  who  pull 
every  possible  wire  to  bring  themselves 
into  notice.  —  Rural  New  Yorker. 


Now  the  truth  is  that  a  company  called 
Torn  Barron  Publishing  Co.,  published 
and  began  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago  to 
advertise  and  sell  "Tom  Barron's  Own 
Book,"  "  written  by  himself,"  telling 
"fully  and  plainly  the  whole  secret  of 
Barron's  great  success."  The  price  of 
the  book  was  $1.  I  have  never  seen  a 
copy.  Apparently  it  failed  to  become  "a 
best  seller;"  otherwise  the  R.  X.  Y. 
would  not  so  soon  have  forgotten  that 


Death  of  Patrick  F.  McEvoy 

Mr.  Patrick  F.  McEvoy  who  had  been 
associated  with  a  number  of  large  duck 
farms,  and  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  capable  men  in  this  line  in  America, 
died  at  Hamburg,  N.  Y.,  January  loth. 
Mr.  McEvoy's  last  engagement  was  at 
the  Crystal  Springs  farm,  Oil  City,  Pa. 
He  retired  from  active  business  about  five 
years  ago.  About  a  year  ago  he  was 
badly  injured  in  a  runaway  accident  from 
which  he  did  not  fully  recover. 
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Breed  Books 

The  Leghorns.  Edited  by  J.  H.  Drev- 
enstedt. 

Illustrated  with  color  plates  by  Sewell:  140  pages 
9  x  12;  paper  covers-    Price  postpaid,  $1.00. 

The  Plymouth   Rocks.    Edited  by 
W.  C.  Denny  and  J.  H.  Drevenstedt. 

Three  color  plates  by  Sewell,  144  pages,  9  x  12, 
profusely  Illustrated;  paper  covers.  Price,  post- 
paid. $1.00. 

The  Rhode  Island  Reds.   Edited  by 
D.  E.  Hale. 

Color  plate  of  feathers  by  Sewell;  88  pages,  9  x  12, 
Illustrated;  paper  covers.   Postpaid.  75  cents. 

The  Wyandottes.    Edited  by  J  H 
Drevenstedt. 

Three  color  plates  by  Sewell;  lfiO  pages.  !l  x  12 
lustrated;  paper  covers.   Price  postpaid,  $1.00. 

The   Orpingtons.   Edited  by  J  H 
Drevenstedt 

80  pages,  9x  12.  Illustrated;  paper  covers.  Price 
postpaid,  75  cents. 

The  Asiatics. 

Color  plates  of  fluff  and  Partridge  Cochins  by 
Sewell;  96  pages;  Illustrated;  paper  cover.  Price 
postpaid,  50  cents. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO. 


39  Sudbury  St., 


» 

Boston,  Mass. 


ONE  PRICE  TO  ALL 


FARM-  POULTRY 

ONE  YEAR  25  CENTS 
FIVE  YEARS  TO  ONE  ADDRESS  $  1 .00 
ONE  YEAR  TO  FIVE  ADDRESSES  I.OO 

IN  CANADA,  40  CENTS  A  YEAR;  THREE  YEARS,  $1  .OO 
IN  OTHER  COUNTRIES,  50  CENTS  A  YEAR 


We  have  never  cut  prices  on  the  "everybody's  doing  it"  principle 
but  since  as  a  result  of  that  practice,  a  general  selling  price  of 
monthly  poultry  papers  has  been  made  by  our  competitors,  we  adopt 
that  as  our  regular  price,  matching  the  zig-zag  cut  that  discriminates 
against  your  best  patrons  with  a  horizontal  cut  that  makes  the  piice 
the  same  to  all. 

A  Popular  Subscription  Campaign 

Although  the  above  announcement  of  price  and  terms  was  first  made  only 
a  month  ago,  the  returns  already  show  that  poultry  keepers  approve  the 
policy  of  one  price  to  all,  that  many  subscribers  prefer  to  take  out  five  year 
subscriptions,  and  that  many  are  disposed  to  do  missionary  work  among 
their  friends  and  neighbors  by  getting  a  club  of  five  or  more  subscribers. 
For  the  assistance  of  those  forming  such  clubs  we  give  here 

A  Few  Facts  About  Farm-Poultry 

FARM-POULTRY  is  published  for  three  classes  of  readers: 

(a)  For  all  people  interested  in  poultry  in  New  England  and  adja- 

cent territory. 

(b)  For  those  everywhere  who  want  to  be  kept  posted  on  develop- 

ments in  poultry  culture  in  this  area,  which  is  the  most  ad- 
vanced poultry  section  in  the  world. 
i'c)    For  students  of  poultry  matters  who  want  competent  criticism  of 
all  matters  of  general  interest  in  poultry  culture. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  pre-eminently  the  organ  of  stable  and  permanent 
poultry  interests.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  poultry  papers  in  the  United 
States,  and  has  a  longer  record  of  uninterrupted  prestige  and  influence 
than  any  other  poultry  paper.  I  >ne  of  its  long  time  advertisers  said 
of  it  recently:    "  Farm-Poultry  u  an  institution." 

FARM-POULTRY  is  the  only  paper  in  New  England  devoted  wholly  to 
poultry  interests  and  to  all  interests  of  poultry  keepers. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  "a  poultryman' s  paper  for  poultry  keepers."  Its  editor 
was  a  skilled  poultryman  and  breeder  before  he  engaged  in  poultry 
journalism,  has  always  kept  poultry  enough  to  keep  his  hand  in,  and 
is  at  the  present  time  actively  engaged  on  one  of  the  largest  commer- 
cial plants  in  New  England. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  the  only  poultry  paper  published  that  is  edited  as  a 
journal  giving  technical  information  should  be,  suppressing  matter  of 
no  importance  or  value  and  keeping  its  readers  advised  of  the  merits 
of  every  matter  worth  their  attention. 

Let  Us  Get  Together! 

We  welcome  support  from  everywhere,  but  we  want  most  of  all  the  united 
support  of  poultry  interests  in  our  home  territory.  We  need  this,  and  poul- 
try interests  here  need  to  co-operate  to  secure  from  their  home  paper  the 
liest  that  it  can  do  for  them. 

Make  P.  O.  Orders  and  Checks  Payable  to 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO.,  39  Sudbury  St,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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NEW  YORK  LIVE  POULTRY 
QUOTATIONS 

THE  market  reporters  who  make  it 
their  business  to  investigate  live 
poultry  market  conditions  in  New 
York  and  who,  as  a  result  of  such  inves- 
tigation, have  customarily  formulated 
their  information  as  to  prevailing  whole- 
sale prices  in  a  table  of  quotations  have 
lately  been  obliged  for  the  second  time, 
to  discontinue  publishing  such  quotations 
because  of  a  lack  of  definite  information  as 
to  prices  at  which  the  receipts  were  sold. 

The  live  poultry  business  is  subject  to 
unique  conditions.  In  periods  of  surplus 
an  accumulation  of  stock  cannot  be  car- 
ried long  and  can  be  carried  at  all  only 
at  considerable  cost.  More  than  with 
many  other  commodities  it  is  necessary 
to  force  each  week's  receipts  to  a  prompt 
consumption  and  tbe  result  is  that  prices 
naturally  fluctuate  from  week  to  week. 
Then  the  great  bulk  of  the  consumption 
of  locally  slaughtered  poultry  is  on  Satur- 
day and  Sunday,  and  the  retail  trade  is 
catered  to  by  a  great  number  of  killers, 
many  of  them  operating  on  rather  a  small 
scale.  In  any  one  week  a  material  vari- 
ation in  prices  at  which  goods  go  into  the 
hands  of  these  killers  puts  some  of  them 
at  a  serious  disadvantage.  The  associa- 
tion to  which  most  of  them  belong  uses 
its  influence  to  secure  uniformity  as  far 
as  possible,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
price  settlements  between  receivers  and 
buyers  have  been  very  difficult  to  arrive 
at  until  after  the  middle  of  the  week, 
when  the  fullest  information  as  to  supply 
and  general  demand  could  be  learned. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  has  been 
customary  for  receivers  to  transfer  into 
distributing  channels  the  goods  arriving 
during  the  first  half  of  the  week,  leaving 
the  prices  open,  to  be  settled  on  the  basis 
of  quotations  made  by  market  reporters. 

The  market  reporters  have  had  diffi- 
culty in  finding  representative  sales  upon 
which  to  base  their  quotations.  With 
most  of  the  supply  selling  at  indefinite 
prices,  to  be  settled  by  the  quotation, 
there  has  often  been  so  little  actual  settle- 
ment of  prices  by  negotiation  as  to  create 
distrust  as  to  their  representative  charac- 
ter and  sometimes  even  as  to  their  validity. 
Between  the  arguments,  the  emphatic  ex- 
pression of  conflicting  views,  and  the 
efforts  of  buyers,  various  receivers  and 
shippers'  representatives  to  influence  the 
quotation,  the  reporter  has  often  been  at 
loss  to  find  enough  actual  and  reliable 
settlement  of  price  terms  to  give  him  a 
secure  position  of  defense  for  his  quota- 
tions against  the  contradictory  criticisms 
of  interested  parties. 

Two  years  ago,  when  it  was  found  that 
a  large  part  of  the  stock  was  being  put 
out  at  a  premium  above  the  quotation — 
whatever  it  might  be—  the  reporter  for 
The  Producers'  Price- Current  (published 
by  the  Crner- Barry  Co.)  discontinued  any 
table  of  formal  quotations  and  confined 
his  report  to  a  statement  of  general  mar- 
ket conditions  and  the  announcement  of 
such  actual  sales  as  he  could  discover. 
At  that  time  more  or  less  quantity  of  live 
poultry  was  being  sold  at  auction  and  the 
reports  of  these  sales,  together  with  prices 
obtained  in  specific  transactions  at  private 
sale  furnished  the  information  of  prevail- 
ing values  as  reported. 

After  three  or  four  months  the  infor- 
mation of  actual  sales  became  sufficient  to 
restore  a  reasonable  basis  for  general  quo- 
tations and  as  such  quotations  seemed  to 
be  wanted  by  all  classes  of  trade  inter- 
ested —  including  shippers  —  they  were 
resumed. 

After  the  discontinuance  of  auction 
sales  of  live  poultry  about  a  year  ago  the 
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custom  of  putting  the  early-week  arriavals 
out  at  indefinite  prices  again  became  more 
general  but  for  a  long  time  thereafter  the 
reporter  found  enough  actual  business  to 
give  him  confidence  that  the  quotations 
based  upon  it  were  fairly  representative 
of  the  prices  paid  in  general.  Gradually, 
however,  the  guarantee  of  premiums  on 
certain  shippers'  goods  began  to  extend 
again,  and  in  the  stress  of  compitition 
has  lately  been  extended  to  poultry  of  no 
better  quality  than  some  of  that  upon  the 
sale  of  which  quotations  were  based. 

Of  late  this  practice  has  put  the  situa- 
tion back  to  precisely  the  same  conditions 
that  prevailed  two  years  ago  when  the 
(juotations  were  abandoned,  and  they 
have  now  been  abandoned  again  for  the 
same  reason. 

The  I'rner-Barry  Co.  reporters  feel 
themselves  to  be  helpless  in  this  matter. 
Their  desire  and  their  constant  effort  is  to 
quote  prices  that  represent  the  actual  pre- 
vailing wholesale  values.  They  are  parties 
to  no  attempts  to  manipulate  prices  or 
quotations.  They  know  that  wThen  quota- 
tions are  used  more  or  less  as  a  trading 
basis  premiums  may  sometimes  be  paid 
for  very  exceptional  qualities  or  for  es- 
pecial service,  or  in  channels  of  trade  not 
supposed  to  be  represented  by  wholesale 
market  quotations;  and  when  premiums 
are  confined  to  such  cases  they  do  not 
consider  the  fact  a  reflection  upon  the 
substantial  accuracy  of  their  work  as 
representing  Drevailing  prices.  But  w7hen 
a  trade  so  narrow  as  the  live  poultry  trade 
comes  to  the  practice  of  arranging  with 
buyers  to  pay  a  "premium"  for  the  great 
bulk  of  the  supply,  a  correct  quotation 
becomes  impossible  and  the  reporter  can 
do  nothing  but  abandm  die  a' t«»mpt  until 
some  means  is  found  to  secure  i.iiurma- 
tion  of  a  sufficient  number  of  actual  and 
representative  sales. —  A.  1*.  Proou.ce  Re- 
view. 


ANOTHER  "SCALE  OF  POINTS 


ACCORDING  to  the  latest  bulletin 
received  from  the  Storrs  Laying 
Competition,  the  birds  in  that  con- 
test are  scored  for  show  room  qualifica- 
tions—"on  the  basis  of  1,000  for  perfect." 

This  is  splitting  the  elusive  point  five 
times  finer  than  the  "  Standard  "  system 
with  its  scale  of  100  points  and  minimum 
cut  of  one-half  point.  But  the  Storr's 
system  goes  farther  and  splits  its  points, 
as  we  see  when  birds  are  reported  as 
scoring  927.5  and  922  •"). 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connec- 
tion that  out  of  100  Barred  Rock  hens  in 
this  contest,  all  but  two  got  past  the  judge 
without  being  disqualified.  I  find  it  hard 
to  believe  that  this  would  have  been  the 
case  in  a  show  room  competition  where 
the  Standard  was  rigidly  applied.  It 
seems  to  me  nothing  less  than  marvelous 
for  ten  Barred  Rock  breeders,  sending 
birds  to  a  laying  contest,  to  get  in  so  few 
that  could  be  disqualified. 

It  is  ama/.ing  when  you  consider  that 
they  were  scored  by  a  judge  who  drew 
things  so  fine  that  he  had  to  cut  ten  times 
as  small  as  is  necessary. 


Hens  Must  Lay  When  Rightly 
Fed 

When  your  hens  are  fed  egg  producing 
food  they  must  lay  eggs.  Why  not  apply 
this  law  during  the  winter  months  when 
prices  are  highest? 

We  all  know  that  eggs  are  rich  in  pro- 
tein and  that  it  takes  protein  to  make 
protein.  You  can  give  your  hens  protein 
in  wheat  or  in  dried  "  meat  meals,"  and 
yet  they  will  not  lay  as  many  eggs  aa  they 
will  when  fed  raw  bone.  Raw  bone  is 
rich  in  animal  protein  which  builds 
feathers,  muscles,  and  eggs. 

In  the  summer,  hens"  can  get  animal 


COMMONWEALTH 

SAFETY  OIL 

[DOUBLE  REFINED] 

HAS  NO  EQUAL  FOR 

Incubators,  Brooders, 

House  Lamps  and  Kerosene  Stoves 
OUR  CUSTOMERS  ALL  SAY  SO 

Extracts  from  various  letters  from  poultry  customers: 

"I  am  using  your  'Commonwealth  Safety  '  Oil  In  an  incubator,  and  have  been  twenty-four  clays 
without  once  trimming  the  wick  or  extinguishing  the  light.   It  is  certainly  something  good." 


"The   barrel  of  'Common 
wealth  Safety'  oil  has  been  re 
cetved  and  is  giving  good  e 
faction.  I  do  not  need  to 
my  incubator  wicks. 
I   simply   wipe  them 
off  and  they  are  ready 
for  several  clays'  work 
in  the  incubator  and 
brooder.    I   have  20 
brooders,  and  intend 
to  use  this  oil  exclu- 
sively." 

"I  am  in  need  of 
more  oli,  and  I  find 
the  'Commonwealth 
Safety '  brand  is  the 
best  oil  I  have  ever 
known.  I  am  running 
seventy-five  Cyphers 
incubators,  and  I  do 
not  have  any  trouble 
with  the  lamps,  and 
have  had  none  since 
using  your  oil,  which 
I  have  used  for  fifteen 
years." 


I  am  nearly  out  of  'Com- 
wealth  Safety'  oil  and  can- 
ise  anj'  other  in  my  incu- 
rs and  brooders  after  hav- 
ing used  yours.   It  is 
all  you  recommend  it 
to  be.   Send  one  bar- 
rel on  receipt  of  this." 

"At  my  lecture  at 
the  Poultry  Show  I 
had  the  pleasure  of 
telling  my  experience 
with  yonr  oil.  I  am  lo 
lecture  next  Friday 
night  in  Wahslntrtiin. 
D.  C.,  and  shall  be 
glad  to  speak  of  Its 
good  quality  and 
use." 

"  The  oil  is  received 
and  found  In  every 
way  satisfactory." 

"The  oil  you  sent 
me  is  simply  great.  I 
feel  that  I  cannot  get 
along  without  11." 


"I  consider  your  oil  by  far  the  best  I  have  ever  used.  1  have  spoken  to  several  friends  In 
regard  lo  it,  and  you  will  no  doubt  receive  some  orders  from  them." 

TRY  IT.         PROVE  IT. 

WRITE    FOR  PRICES 

JEIUIMEY  MANUFACTURING  CO. 


McKinley  Square, 


BOSTON,  MASS. 


protein  for  themselves.  They  find  bugs, 
and  beetles,  and  worms,  but  in  the  winter 
you  must  provide  this  kind  of  food  for 
them  if  you  want  them  to  lay  eggs  and 
pay  you  profits. 

The  Mann  Bone  Cutter  is  best  to  use 
to  prepare  the  bone.  It  is  the  only  ma- 
chine equipped  with  the  automatic  ad- 
justable feed.  It  alwTays  cuts  fine  and 
even.    No  splinters  or  lumps  are  left. 

Green  bone  can  be  secured  at  your 
butchers  at  very  small  cost.  The  cost  of 
a  Mann  Bone  Cutter  is  very  reasonable, 
and  this  cutter  is  very  simple  to  use.  The 
first  slight  expence  will  soon  be  more 


than  taken  care  of  by  increased  profits— 
and  then  these  profits  keep  on  keeping 
on.  Mens  fed  on  "Mann"  cut  bone  pay 
their  winter  board  bill  and  a  great  ileal 

more  besides. 


Unretouched  Red  Pictures 

1'nretouched  pictures  showing  the  type 
of  the  "Progressive  Strain"  of  S.  C.  R 
Reils  are  one  of  the  features  of  the 


Mating  l.ist  of  the  Sprint 
Co.,  Littleton,  Mass. 


Kami  Poultry 


Order  Yours  Now 


The  corrected  edition  of  the 
19 15  Standard  is  now  ready, 
and  all  orders  are  being  filled 
promptly.  This  is  a  handsome 
book  of  368  pages  with  over 
100  full  page  illustrations  of 
single  birds,  and  many  smaller 
pictures  to  explain  the  text. 

This  Standard  Will  Be  In 
Effect  Eight  Years 

The  book  you  buy  now  will 
be  your  authority  and  guide 
upon  matters  it  covers  until 
1923.  Everyone  who  breeds 
or  exhibits  Standard  poultry 
needs  it,  and  everyone  inter- 
ested in  good  poultry  ought  to 
have  it. 


PRICE 


Cloth  Bound  $2.00 
Leather  Bound,  2.50 


FARM -POULTRY   PUBLISHING  CO., 


39  SUDBURY  STREET, 


BOSTON,  MASS. 


